CIHM 
Microfiche 
Series 
({Monographs) 


ICIMH 

Collection  de 
microfiches 
(monographies) 


Canadian  Institute  for  Historical  Microraproductions  /  Institut  Canadian  da  microraproductions  historiques 


Technical  and  Bibliographic  Notes  /  Notes  techniques  et  bibliographiques 


The  Institute  has  attempted  to  obtain  the  best  original 
copy  available  for  filming.  Features  of  this  copy  which 
may  be  bibliographical'y  unique,  which  may  alter  any  of 
the  images  in  the  reproduction,  or  which  may 
significantly  change  the  usual  method  of  filming  are 
checked  below. 

Q    Coloured  covers  / 
Couverture  de  couleur 

□   Covers  damaged  / 
Couverfu:e  endommagee 

□   Covers  restored  and/or  laminated  / 
Couverture  restaur^e  et/ou  pelliculee 

Cover  title  missing  /  Le  titre  oe  couverture  manque 

I [    Coloured  maps  /  Cartes  geographiques  en  couleur 

I      I    Coloured  ink  (i.e.  other  than  blue  or  black)  / 


Encre  de  couleur  (i.e.  autre  que  bleue  ou  noire) 

Coloured  plates  and/or  illustrations  / 
Planches  et/ou  illustrations  en  couleur 


□ 


D 


D 


Bound  with  other  material  / 
Relid  avec  d'autres  documents 

Only  edition  available  / 
Seule  Edition  disponible 

Tight  binding  may  cause  shadows  or  distortion  along 
interior  margin  /  La  reliure  serree  peut  causer  de 
I'ombre  ou  de  la  distorsion  le  long  de  la  marge 
int6rieure. 

Blank  leaves  added  during  restorations  may  appear 
within  the  text.  Whenever  possible,  these  have  been 
omitted  from  filming  /  II  se  peut  que  certaines  pages 
blanches  ajout6es  lors  d'une  restauration 
apparaissent  dans  le  texte,  mais,  lorsque  cela  ^tait 
possible,  ces  pages  n'ont  pas  et§  f  ilm6es. 

Additional  comments  / 
Commentaires  suppl6mentaires: 


L'Institut  a  microfilm^  le  meilieur  exemplaire  qu'il  lui  a 
et6  possible  de  se  procurer.  Les  details  de  cet  exem- 
plaire qui  sont  peut-etre  uniques  du  point  de  vue  bibli- 
ographique,  qui  peuvent  modifier  une  image  reproduite, 
ou  qui  peuvent  exiger  une  modification  dans  la  m^tho- 
de  normale  de  filmage  sont  indiqu6s  ci-dessous. 

I I   Coloured  pages  /  Pages  de  couleur 

I I   Pages  damaged  /  Pages  endommagees 


D 


Pages  restored  and/or  laminated  / 
Pages  restaurees  et/ou  pellicul6es 


0   Pages  discoloured,  stained  or  foxed  / 
Pages  d6color6es,  tachet6es  ou  piqu^es 

I      I   Pages  detached  /  Pages  d6tach6es 

I  y\   Showthrough/ Transparence 

I      I   Quality  of  print  varies  / 


D 


D 


Quality  in^gale  de  I'impression 

Includes  supplementary  material  / 
Comprend  du  materiel  suppl6mentaire 

Pages  wholly  or  partially  obscured  by  errata  slips, 
tissues,  etc.,  have  been  refilmed  to  ensure  the  best 
possible  image  /  Les  pages  totalement  ou 
partiellement  obscurcies  par  un  feuillet  d'errata,  une 
pelure,  etc.,  ont  6t6  film^es  a  nouveau  de  fafon  k 
obtenir  la  meilleure  image  possible. 

Opposing  pages  with  varying  colouration  or 
discolourations  are  filmed  twice  to  ensure  the  best 
possible  Image  /  Les  pages  s'opposant  ayant  des 
colorations  variables  ou  des  decolorations  sont 
filmdes  deux  fois  afin  d'obtenir  la  meilleure  image 
possible. 


This  item  Is  filmed  at  the  reduction  ratio  checked  below  / 

Ce  document  est  (iime  au  taux  da  reduction  indique  ci-dessous. 


10x 


14x 


18x 


12x 


16x 


20x 


22x 


26x 


30x 


24x 


J 


28x 


32x 


Tha  copy  filmed  h«r«  has  b««n  reproduced  thanks 
to  the  gonaroaity  of: 

National  Library  of  Canada 


L'axamplaira  filmi  fut  raproduit  grica  A  la 
ginArotiti  da: 

Bibliotheque  nationale  du  Canada 


Tha  imagas  appearing  here  are  the  best  quality 
possible  considering  the  condition  and  legibility 
of  the  originel  copy  and  in  keeping  with  the 
filming  contract  specifications. 


Original  copies  in  printed  peper  covers  are  filmed 
beginning  with  the  front  cover  and  ending  on 
the  last  page  with  a  printed  or  illustrated  impree- 
sion.  or  the  back  cover  when  appropriate.  Ail 
other  original  copies  are  filmed  beginning  on  tha 
first  page  with  a  printed  or  illustrated  impres- 
sion, and  ending  on  the  last  page  with  a  printed 
or  illustrsted  impression. 


Les  images  suivantas  ont  ixi  reproduitas  avec  Is 
plus  grand  soin,  compta  tenu  de  la  condition  st 
de  la  netteti  de  I'exemplaira  filmi,  et  sn 
conformity  avec  les  conditions  du  contrat  de 
filmage. 

Les  exemplaires  originaux  dont  la  couverture  en 
papier  est  imprimie  sont  filmAs  en  commencant 
par  le  premier  plat  et  en  terminant  soit  par  la 
derniAre  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinte 
d'impression  ou  d'illustration,  soit  par  le  second 
plat,  salon  le  cas.  Tous  les  autres  exemplaires 
originaux  sont  filmte  en  commencant  par  la 
premiere  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinte 
d'impreasion  ou  d'illustration  at  en  terminant  par 
la  derniire  page  qui  comporte  une  telle 
amprainta. 


The  last  recorded  frame  on  each  microfiche 
shall  contain  tha  symbol  — ^  (meaning  "CON- 
TINUED"), or  the  symbol  V  (meaning  "END"). 
whichever  applies. 

Maps,  plates,  chans.  etc.,  mey  be  filmed  at 
different  reduction  ratios.  Those  too  large  to  be 
entirely  included  in  one  exposure  are  filmed 
beginning  in  the  upper  left  hend  corner,  left  to 
right  and  top  to  bottom,  as  many  frames  as 
required.  The  following  diagrams  illustrate  the 
method: 


Un  des  symboles  suivants  apparaitra  sur  la 
derniire  image  de  cheque  microfich*.  selon  le 
cas:  le  symbols  — ^  signifie  "A  SUIVRE",  le 
symbols  ▼  signifie  "FIN". 

Les  cartes,  plenches.  tableaux,  etc..  peuvent  etre 
filmis  *  des  taux  de  reduction  diff*rents. 
Lorsque  le  document  est  trop  grand  pour  atre 
reproduit  en  un  seul  clich*.  il  est  film*  d  partir 
da  Tangle  supirieur  gauche,  de  gauche  j)  droits, 
et  do  haut  en  bas.  en  prenant  le  nombre 
d'imagas  n^cessaire.  Les  diagrammes  suivants 
illustrent  la  mAthode. 


1  2  3 


1  2  3 

4  5  6 


MICROCOPY    RESOLUTION   TEST   CHART 

(ANSI  and  ISO  TEST  CHART  No   2) 


1.0 


I.I 


1.25 


2.8 


1^ 

1^   i^ 


1^ 

140 


1.4 


2.5 
2.2 


2.0 


1.8 


1.6 


A  APPLIED  IN/MGE     Inc 

S^.  1653   fast    Main   Slreel 

S*—  Rocheslef,    Ne«    "ork         '4609       USA 

.^B  (716)    482  -  0  300  -  Phone 

as  (716)    288  -  5989  -  Fox 


wm 


rr    7  9 


FC 

H4 


,>  i ■'   / 


The  - 


v'OLUTION 
o  tk"  PRAIRIE 
PROVINCES 


W.  S.  HERRINGTON 


■:■■,■■                                                                  .-     -1 

•     .     ■  •     .»;;  ■  -  • 

;' 

li^bj 

-~-»— V-~^-",         .-"V-          »  .»  »■■  ..'-iw^L^yj^..  J.-  ;-.»iy^^;.jv' 

-^ 

._-_     .- :^  :..,:.:_  i^  _ -_     -j:;;,^:^:.^--:;;^^.--          -.-.: 

;;■.:.;•:;;< 

:i',*:^"'"^^-:'l^-  -_-^^;'-'~  >^ 

^-'  "%^:^/--7-^--^-k^^:^--^'-".  "^-^ 

■'''•-" 

:  J 


'.'TTw'^iir^'^^ 


^^^ 


The  Evolution  of  the  Prairie  Provinces 


<^r 


77?^  Evolution  of  the 
Prairie  Provinces 


BY 


W.  S.  HERRINGTON,  K.C. 

Authiir  of    '  Hrruiiit'x  of  Cniiiidian  History" 
anil  "  Martyrs  of  New  l^'raiice  " 


m 


Toronto 

William  Briggs 

1911 


'/  V 


Copyriuhl.  Canada,  1911. 
by  WILLIAM  BRIGGS 


.i-^?w 


kM^^^M^^^^MMill^iii^^lM:^ 


Great  God  I     We  thank  Thee  for  this  home- 
This  bounteous  birthland  of  the  free. 

Where  wanderers  from  afar  may  come. 
And  breathe  the  air  of  liberty. 

—  H'HIifun  Jeirett  Pabodiv. 


PREFACE. 


We  are  just  boginuing  to  realize  that  the  time  is 
not  far  distant  when  Great  Britain  must  depend  to  a 
large  extent  for  her  food  supply  upon  our  Prairie  Pro- 
vinces. Two  hundred  years  ago  no  white  man  dwelt 
between  the  head  of  Lake  Superior  and  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains. Less  than  one  hundred  years  ago  the  first  settlers 
upon  the  Red  River  were  forced  to  tramp  five  hundred 
miles  to  obtain  seed  g^-ain  to  plant  for  their  personal 
use,  and  the  Governor  of  the  little  colony  found  it  neces- 
sary to  prohibit  the  export  of  foodstuffs  of  any  descrip- 
tion. To-day  millions  of  bushels  of  grain  are  bought  and 
sold  in  a  few  hours  upon  the  Grain  Exchange  of  "Winni- 
peg, and  "Manitoba  wheat"  is  the  .standard  of  quality 
the  world  over.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the  following  chap- 
ters to  trace  briefly  the  discovery  and  development  of 
tliis  vast  territory.  That  there  are  many  gaps  to  be  filled 
and  that  many  interesting  incidents  and  important 
events  have  been  omitted  I  am  well  aware.  Preparations 
are  already  on  foot  for  the  centennial  celebration  of  the 
first  .settloinent  in  Rupert's  liand,  and  the  time  is  most 
opportune  for  becoming  l)etter  acquainted  with  our 
Western  neighbors.  While  I  do  not  pretend  to  lay 
before  the  reader  riny  new  historical  fnotH  or  to  advance 
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any  views  that  have  not  been  more  ably  presentea  by 
other  writers,  yet  I  do  hope  to  so  direct  his  attention  to 
this  important  part  of  our  national  history  that  he  may 
be  disposed  to  pursue  his  enquiries  by  the  study  of  more 
pretentious  works  upon  the  subject. 

W.  S.  Herrington. 

\apan<'(',  Au^'ust  Isl,  1011. 
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PROVINCES 


CHAPTER   T. 

To-day  the  natural  woalth  of  Taiiada  is  measured  by 
its  wheat-fields,  its  forests,  its  mines  and  its  fisheries. 
Three  hiiiidrod  years  ajio  the  coiinth'ss  lea^'ues  oL"  vir^'iii 
soil  awaited  but  the  ploughman's  mapric  toueh  to  answer 
with  a  golden  harvest;  the  woodman's  axe  had  not  yet 
disturbed  the  silent  haunts  of  the  wild  denizens  that 
stalked  fearlessly  through  the  avenues  of  stalwart  pines; 
the  hidden  treasures  of  the  earth  had  eseaped  the  eager 
quest  of  the  lonely  prospector,  and  the  seas  and  inland 
waters  still  teemed  with  millions  of  the  ehoicest  fish. 
Some  of  the  best  blood  of  France  left  their  homes  of 
comfort  and  luxury  to  risk  the  perils  of  an  ocean  voyage 
and  to  brave  the  adventures  of  savage  life  in  America, 
but  not  to  enrich  themselves  from  any  of  these  sources 
of  untold  wealth  that  now  attract  the  thousands  of  emi- 
grants to  our  shores.  It  is  true  that  an  occasional 
drcMiner,  as  ho  was  thou  believed  to  be,  foreshadowed  the 
time  when  New  France  would  be  a  prosperous  colony, 
but  the  wildest  imagination  never  pictured  the  wonderful 
potentialities  of  this  part  of  the  new  world. 

The  industrious    little  animal    th;.t    figures    so    con- 
.spicuously  on  the  Canadian  ooat-of-arms  was  the  lode- 
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star  that  attracted  so  many  adventurous  spirits  to  the 
wilds  of  Canada.     Europo  wanted  the  braver  skins  and 
the  Indians  eoveted  the  firearms,  kettles,  hatchets  and 
trinkets  of  the  white  man,  so  a  regular  trade  in  these 
commodities  was  established,  which   for  two  centuries 
controlled  the  destiny  of  half  a  continent.     If  beaver 
skins  were  plentiful  the  colony  flourished  and  vast  for- 
tunes were  accumulated;  if  scarce,  as  frequently  hap- 
pened, the  inhabitants  were  brought  to  the  verge  of 
bankruptcy.     The  great  fur  trading  centres  on  the  St. 
Lawrence   were   Montreal,    Three   Rivers   and   Quebec. 
Hither  came  the  Indians  with  their  flotillas  of  canoes 
laden  with   the  precious  peltries   to  exchange   for  the 
merchandise  of  the  traders.    By  far  the  greater  number 
came  from  the  Upper  Lakes  and  the  territory  beyond, 
and  many  a  tragedy  was  enacted  on  the  Ottawa  River, 
which  was  the  main  route  for  this  enormous  traffic.     It 
was  no  uncommon  occurrence  for  the  Iroquois  to  lie  in 
ambush  at  some  portage  and  fall  upon  and  massacre  the 
western  hunters  as  they  neared  the  end  of  their  long  jour- 
ney and  carry  the  booty  away  to  the  Dntch  and  English 
traders  on   the  Hudson,  thus  at  one  stroke  crippling 
both  the  red  and  white  men  north  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
and  furnishing  themselves  with  the  sinews  of  war  to 
repeat  the  raid  the  following  year. 

The  Iroquois  confederation,  also  known  as  tlie  Fivi' 
Nations,  composed  of  the  Mohawks,  Oneidas,  Onondagas, 
Cayiigas  and  Senecas,  occupied  that  portion  of  the 
central  part  of  the  State  of  New  York  lying  between 
the  Hudson  River  and  the  Genesee.  They  were  by  far 
the  most  intelligent,  as  well  as  the  most  warlike,  savages 
on  the  continent,  and  no  white  man  or  Indian  north  of 
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the  Great  Lakes  or  along  the  St.  LawTence  was  exempt 
from  their  fierce  and  sudden  attacks.    This  was  one  of 
the  recognized  risks  incurred  by  everyone  embarking  in 
the    trade,  yet    few,    if    any,    were    deterred    thereby. 
Although  life  in  the  New  World  was  filled  with  hard- 
ships, privations  and  dangers,  it  had  a  fascination  for 
the  daring  young  Frenchman.    The  solitude  of  the  forest 
seemed  to  breathe  forth  a  sympathy  that  touched  his 
heart;  the  broad  expanse  of  the  lakes  was  symbolic  of 
that  life  he  led  free  from  the  narrow  restraints  of  the 
civilized  world;   the  roaring  cataracts  stirred  him   to 
action  as  they  rushed  heedlessly  on  to  the  deeper  water.s 
beyond.    xXature  sang  to  '  im  in  divers  tones,  and  ever>' 
note  awakened  within  his  breast  a  chord  attuned  to  her 
sweet  melody : 

"  Where  rose  the  mountains,  there  to  him  were  friends; 
Where  roll'd  the  ocean,  thereon  was  his  home; 
Where  a  blue  sky  and  glowiuy  clime  extends,' 
He  had  the  passion  and  the  power  to  roam; 
The  desert,  forest,  cavern,  breaker's  foam, 
Were  unto  him  companionship;  they  spake 
A  mutual  language,  clearer  than  the  tome 
Of  his  land's  tongue,  which  he  would  oft  forsake 
For  nature's  pages  glaz'd  by  sunbeams  on  the  lake." 

The  early  trader  and  explorer  cherished  the  wilder- 
ness life  for  the  very  dangers  he  encountered  and  over- 
came. Above  all  these  allurements  there  was  the  mystery 
of  the  Great  West  challenging  the  v/hite  man  to  wrest 
from  it  the  story  of  its  secrets. 

Up  to  the  time  we  are  about  to  deal  with,  no  one  had 
penetrated  beyond  Lake  Superior.  What  tribes  of  In- 
dians inhabited  those  regions?    What  avenues  of  trade 
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Mii.'ht  v<"t  hr>  oporu'd  up?  What  lakes  a.i.l  rivers  still 
,vmaiiu>(l  uiHliscovoreil .'  Where  was  the  Creat  Sea  of 
,I-ipnii  and  how  was  it  to  bo  reached? 

Between    IT.TC    and    Lm!*    Sir    ^^artin    Frohisher,    in 
search  of  a  passage  to  China  and  Cathay,  made  three 
vova-es,  hut  aeeoii.pIisluHl  little  more  than   to  discover 
the  strait   named   after   himself.     Captain    -lohn    Davis 
crossed  tlu'  Arctic  Circle  in   loSr,,  passed  throuj?h  Davis 
Strait  to  an  open  sea  hevond,  but,  owinff  to  the  roush 
weather  and  the  lateness  of  the  season,  was  unable  to 
continue    his    discoveries.      To    the    celebrated    English 
Hi  violator.  Captain  Henry  Hudson,  is  due  the  credit  of 
diseo"verin<?  the  river,  strait  and  bay  that  bear  his  name. 
The  vovagcs  yielding  such  important  results  were  under- 
taken in  IfiOT  and  the  following  years,  during  the  sauie 
period  that   the   French  were  seeking  on   the   Atlantic 
seaboard  and  the  St.  Lawrence  River  a  suitable  location 
for  a  colony  of  their  countrymen.     Exposed  in  an  open 
boat,  with  'a  scanty  supply  of  provisions,   he  was  east 
adrift  by  his  mutinous  crew  to  perish  at  sea  in  the  waters 
he  wiUi  \':'    first  to  navigate,  or,  perchance,  to  be  cast 
ashore  to  meet  a  worse  fate  at  the  hands  of  the  liostile 
savages.     Following  the  lead  of  Hudson,   the  old  sea- 
rov.Ts,    Sir   Thomas    Button,    William   Baffin,    Captain 
Jame.s'and  Captain  Luke  Fox,  all  s<)ught  in  vain  for  the 
Western  i-:.ssage.    They  eacli  added  their  little  portion  to 
the  geographical   data   of   the   Arctic    regions   and   left 
their  names  upon  tlm  most  important  of  their  discoveries. 
Fox   reached   Port    Nelson    in    1G:H    and   spent   several 
weeks  in  exploring  the  adjacent  country,  but  his  mind 
was  so  bent  upon  discovering  the  Western  passage  that 
he  did  not  foresee  the  future  possibilities  of  the  trade 
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of  thiit  important  post.  For  nearly  forty  years  there- 
after ttie  Kn<,'lish  appear  to  liave  lost  all  interest  in 
Hudson  Hay  and  to  have  made  no  seriojis  attempt  to 
open  up  a  tradi'  or  eontinue  their  explorations  in  that 
dire(.'tion.  In  the  meantime  nimors  of  the  Northern  and 
Western  tribes  '.\  ho  visited  its  shores  had  reaehed  New 
Franee,  and  the  (,'anadian  merchants  were  eaj,'iT  enough 
to  siHMire  their  trade.  Could  this  sia  l)e  reached  by  an 
overland  route  and  the  trade  attracted  to  the  ports 
upon  the  St.  Ijawrenee?  llow  mueh  longer  would  this 
problem  remain  un.solved  ?  Entirely  apart  from  the 
eommereial  aspect,  here  was  a  tempting;  fi(>ld  indeed  for 
the  ambitious  explorer.  We  to-day  who  have  compara- 
tively easy  access  to  every  habitable  portion  of  the  j^lobe 
can  hardly  appreciate  the  allurements  of  discovery  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  yeais  aj^o.  The  successful  dis- 
coverer was  not  infrequently  accorded  a  greater  triumph 
than  the  scarred  veterans  of  a  hundrei'  {it,'hts. 

Eager  for  the  contest,  many  a  .spirited  youth  entered 
the  lists,  and  among  the  number  was  I'ierre  Esprit 
Radisson,  a  young  man  who  was  destined  to  become  the 
leading  spirit  in  the  formation  of  a  gigantic  trading  cor- 
poration whose  history  is  inseparably  linked  witii  tlh^ 
growth  and  development  of  (.'anada.  As  he  has  not 
generally  been  ascribed  that  place  in  history  wliicli 
his  remarkable  discoveries  and  acliieveiiiciits  det.iaud, 
we  plead  no  excuse  for  devoting  some  s{)acc  to  a  brief 
summary  of  his  early  life  in  Canada.  He  was  born  at 
^t.  Malo  about  the  year  IB-"?'),  and  emigrated  to  Three 
Rivers  with  his  parents  in  Ifi.')!.  In  tlu'  following  year, 
while  out  hunting  with  two  companions,  not  far  from 
the  fort,  he  was  captured  by  a  band  of  Iroquois.     Both 
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of  his  coinpanioiiH  wore  iiiast>aereil,  and  he  would  have 
iiu't  a  siiriilar  fatt'  Imt  for  his  bravery  iu  turning,  singlc- 
haudod,  and  Hriug  upon  two  score  or  more  of  his  pur- 
suorN.  This  fi-arless  lu-t  upon  his  part  won  for  him  the 
ri'spet't  of  the  Indians  into  whoM!  hands  he  had  fallen 
and  doubtloss  was  the  cause!  of  their  sparing  his  life  at 
the  time,  while  the  mangled  bodies  of  his  less  courageous 
comrades  were  left  scalpless  in  the  forest,  a  prey  to  the 
wolves.  lie  was  taken  to  the  Iroquois  villages,  and  from 
the  time  of  his  capture  he  so  inifratiati  d  himself  with  the 
savages  that  he  wius  permitted  to  pass  unscathed  through 
the  terrible  ordeal  of  "'  nuiiiing  the  gauntlet,"  and  when 
the  chiefs  sat  in  council  to  determine  his  fate  his  good 
fortune  still  followed  him.  The  wife  of  a  powerful  chief 
whose  .son  had  been  slain  in  the  wars  interrupted  the 
grave  deliberations  by  begging  that  Radis.son  l)e  given  to 
her  to  replace  the  .son  she  had  lost.  This  was  not  an 
uncommon  practice  among  all  Indian  tribes,  and,  her 
petition  being  granted,  he  was  adopted  into  the  family  of 
the  bereaved  chief.  This  event  was  celebrated  by  a 
feast  at  which  all  the  young  Mohawk  warriors  welcomed 
Radi.sson  <ls  a  brother.  From  that  time  he  seems  to  have 
been  thoroughly  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  his  surround- 
ings, and  zealously  a])plied  himself  to  the  study  of  the 
iiidian  r  .aractor,  the  mysteries  of  woodcraft,  and  the  art 
of  hunt-ng.  lie  IxMiamo  so  proficient  that  after  the  lapse 
of  a  few  weeks  he  was  invited  to  accompany  three  young 
braves  upon  a  himting  expedition.  While  upon  tliis  trip 
they  were  joined  by  a  captive  Algonquin,  who  as  they 
lay  one  night  about  the  camp-fire  di.sclosed  to  "Radisson 
a  means  of  escape,  which  was  to  murder  their  thi.e?  com- 
panion.s  slerping  by  their  side.     Efforts  have  been  made 
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to  deft'iid  this  bloody  act,  but,  takiiiir  the  fa.-ts  in  their 
must  favoriibh;  li^ht,  they  cannot  I'trice  the  .stain  upon 
the  moiiiory  of  our  yoiuiR  h.To.      .  wo  of  th.-  sleeping 
Mohawks  wore  brained  by  the.  AI«on(iiiin  while  Ka.lisson 
despatched  the  third,  and   the  two  captives   were   free. 
Free!  but  it  wius  freedom  at  an  awful  price!     His  life 
liad  not  been  in  danj,'er,  he  had  be.n  we!!  treated  by  his 
eaptors,  and  could  have  awaited  a  more  favorable  oppor- 
tunity to  etTect  his  escape.    Tiu;  i'.\,-us<-s  that  an;  ple.ided 
for  this  eold-blooded  murder  are  hi.s  youth,  the  reeolloe- 
tion  of  the  murder  of  his  two  conii)anions,  the  su.Iden- 
ness  of  the  proposal,   and  the  horrible  tales  of  recent 
nuissacres  of  the   French   poured    into  his  ear  by   the 
Algonquin.     These  may  be  ur-fl  by  his  biographers  a-s 
reasons  for  the  erime,  i)iit  the\      .nnot  be  aoeepted  a.s  a 
jastitication.     With  three  fn-sh  scalps  dangling  from  the 
waist  of  the  Alguni|uin  the  two  remaining  hunters,  now 
transformed   into   the   hunte.l,   eoncealed   the   Iwdi'es   of 
their  vietims  in  the  river  and  set  out  for  the  St.  Law- 
rence.    Hiding  in  the  thieket  by  day  and  travelling  by 
niglit,  they  cunningly  avoi<led  the  frequented  trails,°and 
after  a  tiresome  journey  of  two  weeks  reached  Lake  St. 
Peter,  almost  within  sight  of  honi.'  and  friends.     Here 
again  Radi.s.son,  against  his  own  better  judgment,  yielded 
to  the  .solicitations  of  his  companion,  and  thev  attempted 
to  ero««  the  lake  by  daylight.     When  well  o'ut  upon  its 
surface  a  party  of  ambitshed  Iroquois  gave  chase,  witli 
the  result  that  the  Algonquin  was  shot  dead  and  Radis- 
son  once  more  found  him,s<.'lf  a  pri.soner,  with  little  hope 
of  mercy  this  time,  as  three  .scalps  floating  upon  the  water 
where  his  comrade  had  sunk  disclosed  him  as  an  accom- 
plice ai  least  in  the  murder  of  the  three  Mohawk  hunters. 
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As  his  captors  nuisterod  for  tlie  return  trip  to  their 
country  they  iuiiiil)crod  about  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and 
he  was  not  the  only  prisoner.  Once  more  he  turned 
his  back  upon  his  I'atlier's  home  and  set  out  with  the 
other  prisoners  and  their  escort  for  the  land  of  the 
Iroquois.  As  they  neared  the  Mohawk  vilhiges  they  w^ere 
yoked  together,  one  behind  the  other,  with  their  heads 
between  two  saplings  bound  to  tlieir  shoulders,  and  in 
this  defenceless  position  were  marched  b(3tween  two  lines 
of  tormentors  who  vied  with  each  other  in  inflicting 
upon  their  victims  every  conceivable  form  of  torture. 
Radi.s;:on  was  singled  out  for  l.  pecial  attention,  and  was 
beaten,  bruised,  nuitilated,  and  burned.  lie  saw  his 
fellow  prisoners  in  turn  disposed  of:  some  summarily 
executed  before  his  eyes  and  others  sentenced  to  slavery. 
His  case  being  a  dt'sperate  one  he  was  the  prisoner  of  dis- 
tinction and  liis  trial  was  reserved  for  the  last.  Again 
his  adopted  parents  came  to  his  rescue  with  presents  of 
pnM'ious  wampum,  and  pleaded  eloquently  for  his  life. 
For  some  time  it  hung  in  the  balance,  but  the  oratory  of 
the  old  chief  prevailed,  and  Radisson  again  was  saved 
t-o  begin  anew  the  savage  life. 

It  wa.s  weeks  before  he  was  sutiiciently  recovered  from 
his  wounds  to  resume  his  ordinary  pursuits  of  accom- 
panying the  young  braves  in  the  chase  and  upon  the  war- 
path. Tiiose  wer(;  his  schooldays,  qualifying  him  for  his 
career  as  an  exjilorer.  He  was  permitted  to  join  a  band 
upon  a  visit  to  Fort  Orange,  on  the  Hudson  (the  site  of 
the  present  city  of  -Albany),  where  for  the  first  time  for 
two  years  he  iiad  a  famt  glimpse  of  civilization,  and  was 
oti'ered  the  means  of  escape;  but  he  had  pledged  his  word 
to   his   Indian  mother  that  he   would   return,   and  he 
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accordingly  declined  the  offer  of  liis  Dutch  friends  and 
came  back  with  the  expedition.  This  one  short  taste  of 
his  former  life  had  awakened  a  longing  to  rejoin  his 
parents  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  two  weeks  after  his 
return  he  stole  away  from  the  village,  and,  wandering 
alone  through  the  forest,  he  again  reached  Fort  Orange, 
and  through  the  assistance  of  friends  he  sailed  to  New 
York,  thence  to  Europe,  and  back  again  to  Three  Rivers, 
lie  reached  his  home  in  May,  U)i)4,  and  we  can  readilj' 
conceive  the  joy  of  his  parents,  who  long  before  had 
abandoned  all  hope  of  ever  seeing  )iim  nsrain.  He 
learned,  to  his  surprise,  that  apparently  friendly  com- 
miinicatio'is  had  been  renewed  between  the  French  and 
the  warlike  confederacy  across  the  border.  After  a 
H'rand  display  of  oratory  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  and 
the  presentation  of  wami»um  belts  each  signifying  some 
token  of  good  rtill  towards  the  French,  a  treaty  of  peace 
had  been  patched  up  by  the  Irociuois  during  his  absence. 
Such  events  may  safely  be  regarded  with  suspicion,  for 
the  Indian.5  were  the  last  to  sue-  for  peace  unless  hope- 
lessly vanquishetl  or  some  material  advantage  to  them 
was  in  sight,  and  the  French  were  slow  to  discern  the 
underlying  motives  of  the  {)eaceful  overtures  of  their 
wily  enemies. 

Their  next  move  was  to  ask  for  a  French  settlement 
among  them,  ostensibly  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
instruction  in  Christianity,  but  the  real  object  was  to 
have  the  white  men  in  tiieir  mid.st  as  a  guarantee  that 
they  would  not  be  interrupted  in  their  rrads  against  the 
trihes  across  tiie  l;'kes.  Accordingly,  a  colony  from  the 
St.  Lawrence  was  established  among  the  Onondaga.s,  and 
in  1657  the  crafty  Iroquois  invited  a  band  of  Christian 
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Hurons,  a  small  remnant  of  that  almost  extinct  tribo,  to 
take  up  their  residence  among  them.    The  unsuspecting 
French  rejoiced  at  the  fair  prospect  of  the  conversion 
of  the  Five  Nations.     Two  Jesuit  priests  and  twenty 
young  Frenchmen  accompanied  the  refugees,  and  Kadis- 
son  joined  the  party  as  interpreter.    The  route  selected 
was  by  way  of  the  St.  Lawrence  to  Lake  Ontario,  thence 
across  to  Oswego  River,  and  up  the  river  towards  the 
Onondaga  villages.    They  had  not  proceeded  far  before 
it  became  apparent  that  the  Iroquois  were  plotting  some 
treachery,  which  was  nothing  less  than  the  murder  of  the 
Christian.  IIui  ms,  if  not  indeed  t)  ■■  entire  party.    Upon 
this  fatal  voyage   was  committed  one  of  the   blackest 
crimes  in  the  history  of  these  ferocious  savages.    Reach- 
ing an  island  in  the  St.  Lawrence,  probably  one  of  tlie 
Thousand  Islands,  an  Onondaga  chief  drove  his  tomahawk 
through  the  skull  of  a  Huron  woman  who  had  rejected 
his  advances,  and  with  this  the  general  butchery  of  the 
Ilurons  began.     Paul  Ragueneau,  one  of  the  mission- 
aries of  the  party,  to  whoso  intrepidity  the  French  owe 
their  escape  from  a  like  fate,  writes:  —  '*  My  eyes  were 
compelled  to  gaze  on  that  spectacle  of  horror,  and  my 
heart  was  pierced  with  agony  as  I  saw  them  murdered 
before  the  eyes  of  their  wives  and  children.    Some  were 
stabbed  or  tomahawked  in   my  very  arms  and  on  my 
breast  as  I  tried  to  shield  them."     Only  one  Huron 
brave  escaped  this  merciless  slaughter  at  the  hands  of 
their  faithless  guides. 

When  Radisson  and  his  party  joined  the  French  settle- 
ment at  Onondaga  they  took  coimsel  together  to  devise 
some  means  of  escape,  for  there  was  no  longer  any  doubt 
that  their  treacherous  neighbors   were  planning  their 
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d+>.stru<'tion.     The  French   were  housed  in   a  well-con- 
structed fort  which  secured  for  them  a  certain  degree  of 
privacy.    Fortunately,  also,  the  Governor  at  Quebec  had 
at  the  first  sign  of  trouble  arrested  twelve  young  Iro- 
quois warriors  whom  ho  still  held  as  hostages.    Early  in 
September  thirteen  of  the  Freneh  eluded  the  spies  of  tho 
enemy  and  escaped  to  Quebec  with  messages  from  their 
brethren  at  Onondaga,  but  the  despatches  sent  in  reply 
never  reached  their  destination.    As  the  season  advanced, 
with  no  prospe<!t  of  succor  from  that  source,  they  realized 
that  tiieir  fate  lay  in  their  own  hands.     The  Iroquois 
b'ood  wa     up  and  nothing  but  the  twelve  hostages  at 
Quebec  saved  the  inmates  of  the  fort.     Like  hungry 
wolves   the  fierce   warriors,  encamped  about   the   gates, 
awaited  a  signal  to  begin  the  massacre.    All  winter  long 
tho  French  remained  within  the  enclosure,  but  were  by 
no  means  idle.    Day  after  day,  in  an  unfrequented  attic, 
the  carpenters  plied  hammer,  chisel,  and  saw  in  the  con- 
struction of  two  large  flat-bottomed  boats.     Among  the 
increasing  host  encircling  the  fort  was  Radisson's  foster- 
father,   wlio  made  known  to  him  the  plans  of  the  be- 
siegei-s.  Spring  was  so<)ii  upon  them,  and  the  lakes  and 
rivers  were  breaking  up.   and   the  fl=^t-bottomed  boats 
Hearing  completion   could  be  broughi   into  requisition; 
but  the  great  problem  was  how  to  evade  the  vigilance  of 
the  enemy.     But  L'adisM)n  had  not  studied  the  Indian 
character  in  vain.     Owing  to  his  connection   with   his 
Indian  father  he  could  move  with  freedom  among  their 
u-igwams,  and  when  the  hour  was  ripe  he  industriously 
<'irculated   the  report  that  there  had  been   revealed  to 
bim  in  a  dream  a  vision  of  a  grand  feast  given  by  the 
French  in  honor  of  the  Iroquois.    His  knowlod^^c  of  their 
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superstitious  belief  in  dreams  here  manifested  itself  to 
good  advantage.  The  dream  was  the  excuse  for  the  feast, 
and  the  feast  was  to  afford  the  means  of  escape  from 
their  gluttonous  enemies.  Preparations  were  begun,  the 
invitations  sent  forth,  and  from  all  quarters  flocked  the 
hungry  and  expectant  Indians.  To  whet  their  appetites 
the  guests  were  kept  in  waiting  for  two  days,  being 
meanwhile  entertained  with  games  and  pastimes  that 
delighted  their  savage  natures.  Every  detail  was  well 
timed,  find  as  darkness  settled  over  the  fort  a  huge  bon- 
fire was  lighted  as  a  signal  that  the  greatest  feast  in  the 
history  of  Onondaga  was  ready  to  be  served.  The  outer 
gates  were  thrown  open,  and  in  rushed  the  famished 
hordes,  shouting  and  gesticulating  with  unfeigned  joy 
as  they  scented  the  steaming  kettles  of  savory  stews.  In 
one  respect  they  were  not  doomed  to  disappointment. 
With  a  profligacy  warranted  only  by  the  purpase  to  be 
served,  the  French,  after  providing  for  their  own  trip, 
and  reserving  a  pig,  some  dogs,  and  chickens  to  maintain 
a  show  of  life  about  the  fort,  had  consigned  to  the  kettles 
every  scrap  of  food  they  possessed.  The  guests  were 
seated  about  the  fire,  the  kettles  brought  in,  and  the 
gorging  ])egan.  Never  were  performed  such  feats  in 
eating.  (liven  under  ordinary  eircuinstances  a  ravenoiis 
Indian  and  plenty  of  food,  the  conditions  are  favorable 
for  a  gastronomic  exhibition :  but  such  a  f(>ast  was  to 
them  a  sacred  offering  from  the  (Ireat  Spirit,  and  to 
decline  any  proffered  food  was  nothing  short  of  a  deadly 
sin.  Moreover,  in  this  instance  the  dishes  were  particu- 
larly to  their  liking,  and  the  competition  with  their 
neighbors  at  their  elbow.s  ,purred  them  on  to  greater 
fjofivUy.  They  danced,  and  shouted,  and  sang  th.e  praises 
of  their  generous  hosts  —  who  meanwhile  launched  their 
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boats  under  cover  of  the  darkness  and  uproar.  As  the 
contest  proceeded  and  they  emptied  the  oft-replenished 
kettles  they  rolled  about  the  ground,  no  longer  able  to 
rise  to  their  feet.  Still  the  delicacies  were  passed  round, 
and  the  savages,  desirous  of  availing  themselves  to  the 
uttermost  of  so  grand  an  opportunity,  gravely  endea- 
vored to  swallow  just  one  more  portion,  until,  overcome 
by  their  own  gluttony,  they  lay  about  the  courtyard, 
oblivious  to  all  sensations  .S'ave  that  of  a  full  stomach. 
Tt  has  been  suggested  that  Radisson  had  seasoned  the 
food  with  some  powerful  opiate;  but  who  will  censure 
him  if  he  did?  It  was  now  midnight.  The  chickens  and 
dogs  were  left  to  cackle  and  bark,  and  the  warder's  rope 
.vas  tied  to  the  leg  of  the  pig,  the  only  sentry  left  on 
guard,  as  the  Frenchmen  manned  their  boats  and  turned 
tlieir  prows  towards  Lake  Ontario.  It  was  several  hours 
before  the  Indians  revived  from  their  stupor,  and  as  they 
tugged  at  the  belfry  rope  to  give  the  signal  for  admission 
to  the  fort  the  pig  played  the  part  assigned  to  him  by 
imitating  the  tramp  of  the  supposed  watchman.  And 
thus  a  full  week  had  passed,  and  the  Frenchmen  were 
safely  beyond  the  reach  of  their  late  guests,  before  it 
dawned  upon  them  that  they  had  been  outwittod  by  the 
cunning  of  their  foster-brother.  With  the  single  excep- 
tion of  one  mishap  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  through  which 
three  of  their  number  were  drowned,  the  party  nrrived 
safely  in  Quebec  on  the  3rd  day  of  April.  1658.  We 
may  fairly  ascribe  the  honor  of  rescuing  the  settlement 
from  a  cruel  and  certain  massacre  to  Radisson  and 
Father  Ragueneau.  The  one  craftily  allayed  the  ^u.spi- 
cions  of  their  would-be  murderers  while  the  other 
inspired  his  oountryn\en  uitii  cuurage  during  liie  prepa- 
rations for  their  escape. 
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CHAPTER  TT. 


SrcH  \v;i-  tlie  sdioolicj;  of  tho  man  whose  lifo-work 
\v;is  fran^hl  witli  problems  of  momontous  interest  to  us. 
Vp  to  this  time  the  Jesuit  missionaries  had  reached 
Sault  Ste.  Marie,  at  the  entrance  to  Lake  Superior,  and 
Oeen  Bay,  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Miehiorau ;  but 
the  territory  west  of  these  points  was  as  yet  unknown. 
Speculations  were  rife  as  to  what  lay  beyond,  and  the 
maps  of  that  period  were  framed  upon  the  vague  and 
unreliable  reports  of  tho  Indians.  The  Engli.sh  had 
ploujrhed  through  floes  of  ice  to  Hudson  Bay,  the  Span- 
iards had  coasted  about  the  (!ulf  of  Mexico  and  had 
sailed  up  the  Pacific  coast,  but  had  gained  no  clear  con- 
ception of  its  complete  outline.  Here  then,  wrapped  in 
mystery,  lay  the  greater  part  of  a  continent  known  to 
yield  great  stores  of  furs.  Who  was  to  discov(>r  its  iakes 
and  rivers,  attract  the  trade  of  the  wandering  tribes 
traversing  it.s  boundless  plains,  -nnd  plant  the  standard 
of  his  country  upon  its  fertile  soil  and  thereby  establish 
a  title  to  what  was  in  time  to  become  the  mainstay  of  the 
Western  Hemisphere? 

Shortly  after  his  escape  from  Onondaga,  Radisson 
learned  from  his  brothei'-in-law,  ]\I('dard  Chouart  Tiro- 
seillers,  the  reports  th;it  had  reached  Quebec  of  the  then 
unknown  Great  Northwest.  He  could  not  remain  i,ile, 
and  it  was  not  long  before  he  and  his  fur-trading  brother- 
in-law   had   formulated  their   plans   for   ar    expedition 


'ii^m:^<4'mku:9E^m^m^m:m^t^^^^rsM^m,ms^^i^ 


f 
1 


THE    PEAIRIE    PROVINCES 


25 


which  they  believed  would  bring  them  Iwth  wealth  and 
fame.     A  party  of  Algonquins   were   returnin*'  to   the 
Upper  Lakes  from  their  annual  visit  to  the  St.  Lawrence, 
and  were  joined  by  thirty-four  Frenchmen,  all  fired  with 
a  zeal  to  penetrate  the  unknown  lands  in  the  far  w(«t, 
and  among  the  number  were  two  missionaries  and  Radis- 
.son  and  (Iroseillers.     They  had  not  i,'one  far  upon  their 
voyage  before  they  were  bftiet  by  ])lunderi.i^'  bands  of 
Iroquois,  and  it  was  not  long  before  all  the  white  men 
but  two  had  turned  back  towards  .Montreal.     These  two 
were    the    fur-trader    (iroseillers    and    his    undaunted 
brother-in-law.     The  Indians  eotitinued  to  harass  them 
upon  the  trip,  but  they  eventually  reached  (ireen  Bay, 
from  vvliieh  the  Frenchmen  led  a  number  of  young  war- 
riors against  the  raiders,  and  sue.-eeded  in  overtaking 
and  exterminating  them.     From   that   time   the  Algon- 
quins  lavished   upon    them   all    the    honors    they   could 
devise  and  cheerfully  rendered  them  r.U  the  assistance  in 
their  power  to  prosecute  their  voyage  farther  west  over 
territory  yet  untrodden  by  any  white  man.     (iuided  by 
their  Algonquin  friends,  they  set  out  towards  the  setting 
sun,  across  the  State  of  AViscoL.-,in,  and  found  theraselv^ 
among  the  :\Iaseoutins,  a  numerous  tribe  dwelling  on  the 
banks  of  a  mighty  stream  believed  by  many  to  be  one  of 
the  upper  forks  of  the  Father  of  Waters.     It  has  been 
urged  that  they  were  the  real  tliseoverers  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  that  to  ascribe  this  honor  to  Joliet,  :\rarquctte, 
and  La  Salle  is  to  rob  the  brothers-in-law  of  the  glory  oi' 
their  achievement.     While  it  is  (juite  probable  that  they 
did  cross  one  of  the  upper  branches,  yet  they  in  no  way 
associated  the  stream  they  crossed  with  the  great  water 
way  emptying  into   t].,>   Onlf  of  I^Iexiro.   and    tii,- 
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"  dui<iovery  "  implies  more  than  was  accomplished  by 
theiu.    Tlius  iu  the  spriug  of  1659,  a  century  before  the 
world  lireamed  of  the  possibilities  of  the  Great  West, 
these  two  youug  Freuehmen  gazed  iu  wonder  upon  the 
expanding  sea  of  green  bounded  only  by  the  horizon. 
Here  their  Algonquin  guides  left  them,  and  the  Maseou- 
tiius,  or  "  People  of  the  Fire,"  conducted  them  farther 
West,  where  they  heard  of  the  great  prairie  tribes,  the 
Si.uix,  the  Assiuiboines,  and  llie  Crees.     With  few  land- 
iiiaiks  recognizable  to-day,  it  is  ditlieult  to  trace  the  exact 
lourse  of  tluir  journey,  but  so  far  as  can  be  gathered 
from  the  records  they  wandered  as  far  west  as  Minne- 
sota and  returned  by  a  northwesterly  route  along  the 
north  shore  of  Lake  Superior  to  Sault  ISte.  Marie.    Gro- 
seillers'  health  had  sutt'ered  from  the  trials  and  expo- 
sure of  their  long   expedition,   and  winter   was   again 
drawing  near,  so,  shifting  tlieir  camp  north  of  the  regu- 
lar trail,  to  escape  an  attack  from  the  Iroquois,  who  were 
reported  to  be  wandering  through  the  neighboring  for- 
ests, the  restless  Radisson,  at  the  head  of  one  hundred  and 
tif  ty  Crees,  resumed  his  explorations,  but  this  time  started 
in  a  northwesterly  direction.  Behold  this  solitary  traveller 
plodding  day  by  day,  all  winter  long,  through  the  dense 
forest,  blazing  a  trail  for  future  generations.     Farther 
on,  as  he  emerged  upon  tlu'  prairies,  still  forging  ahead 
through  the  deep  snow,  buried  at  night  in  heavy  drifts, 
we  wonder  if  his  slumbers  were  disturbed  by  visions  of 
the  countless  homeseekc's  who  centuries  after   were  to 
follow  in  his  footsteps. 

In  tile  .spring  he  returned  to  Green  liay,  where  (iro- 
seillers  met  him,  as  liad  been  previously  arranged 
between  them.    The  trading  partner  had  not  meanwhile 


it.iV-»  •• 


^::^.*3Jii»5 


thp:  prairie  provinces 


27 


boen  idli',  but  had  gathered  about  hiiu  liundreds  of 
hunters  with  their  furs,  ami  the  two  explorers,  who  had 
now  beeu  absent  nearly  two  years,  set  out  for  Quebec 
aeeompanied  by  a  mixed  oseort  of  five  hundred  Indians, 
composed  of  Salteaux,  Sioux,  llurous,  and  Algouquins, 
with  their  canoes  laden  to  the  gunwales  with  bal(>s  of 
ehoieest  furs.  Their  return  trip  was  Minvfiif ful  until 
they  reai-hcd  the  Long  Siiult,  where  tiifv  wei'e  stubbornly 
opposed  by  ;i  nuiiil>er  of  ambushed  lro»|Uois,  who 
were  speedily  dispL'rsod  by  the  cunnini,'  taetics  of  Radis- 
son.  iiere  too  they  found  traces  of  a  recent  conflict 
tliat  had  taken  place  but  a  few  weeks  before  betwee"  the 
brave  Adam  Daulac  and  a  handful  of  Frenchmen  on  one 
hand  and  ovcrwhelmin'r  numbers  of  lro(|uois  en  the 
other. 

A  warm  welcome  was  extended  to  the  travellers  at 
Quebec,  for  the  furs  they  brought  with  them  saved  the 
colony  from  Ixmkruptcy  and  the  news  of  iheir  discov- 
eries gave  them  a  standing  among  the  leading  explorers 
of  the  day. 

Not  content  with  the  succes.ses  already  achieved,  they 
no  sooner  joined  their  families  at  Three  Rivers  than  they 
began  planning  the  extension  of  their  conipiests;  and 
this  time  they  aimed  at  the  discovery  of  an  overlai'd 
route  to  the  (ireat  Sea  of  tiie  Xorth.  whence  came  reports 
of  famous  hunting  grounds  with  rich  harvests  of  furs. 
Hudson  Ray  was  the  next  goal  to  be  reached,  and  who 
ciiii  say  that  Kadisson  did  not  already  conceive  the  plan 
of  establishing  communic.ilions  between  tluit  se;i  and  the 
(ireat  Northwest  h"  had  diseove"(Ml,  thereby  foreshadow- 
inir  the  phu.  of  utili/ing  ihr.t  route  as  an  outlet  for  the 
commerce  of  the  gr(>at  prairie  district?     His  subsequeni 
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movements  all   point  to   the  belief   that  that   was   the 
object  he  had  in  view.    Others,  probably  moved  thereto 
by  rumors  of  his  intention,  set  about  laying  their  plans 
for  a  similar  expedition;  but  they  contemplated  ascend- 
ing the  Saguenay,  and  thence  northward  to  the  bay. 
Hadisson   was  invited   to   join   this   expedition,   framed 
under  the  patronage  of  the  (iovernor;  but  he  declined 
the  invitation,  and  hastily  set  in  motion  his  own  precon- 
<'eived  idea,  which  was  to  establish  a  bius*  somewhere  at 
the  very  threshold  of  the  Great  West.    Application  for  a 
license  to  embark  upon  such  a  voyage,  which,  if  success- 
ful, meant  so  much   for  the  colony,   was  made  to  M. 
d'Avaugour,   the   Governor,    who  expressed   himself  as 
pleased   to  grant  the  license,  but  coupled  with  it   the 
impossible  condition  that  one-half  the  profits  should  be 
given  to  him.     Radisson  was  determined  to  go  in  any 
event,  and  if  the  Governor  did  not  bce  fit  to  grant  the 
license  he  would  tro  without  it,  trusting  that  the  outcome 
would  in  the  end  gain  for  him  an  endorsement  of  his 
action.     Thus  at  the  beginning  of  his  career  — for  he 
was  but  twenty-five  years  of  age  —  he  began  the  life-long 
struggle  of  operating  at  cross-purposes  with  the  powers 
that   be.      That   was  probably   not   solely   due   to   the 
avarice  of  the  Governor,  but  in  part  to  the  lack  of  diplo- 
macy upon   the  part  of  the  >x)ung  adventurer,  as  he 
seemed  for  the  rest  of  his  life  to  find  all  his  plans  mis- 
carry at  some  stage  through  his  failure  either  to  secure 
or  retain  the  confidence  of  the  governing  bodies  with 
which  he  endeavored  to  co-operate.    This  lack  of  support 
renders  liis  wonderful  achievements  all  the  more  praise- 
worthy.   y\imy  a  young  man  in  like  circumstances  would 
h.ivc  letiicil  dislieartencd  from  the  ticid.  but  his  purpose 
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^vas   whetted   by    th.'  oppasition    hr   mof.      Kluding  th^ 
u-ntohful  eyo  of  tho  nowrnor.  hr.  firnsoillors.  ,-,nd  anothrr 
yaiinpr  Frrnohmnu   ruimod    Lnrivior.'   loft    Thtvo  Rivers 
ono  An-iist.  midnight  in  Ih'fil  and  .joi.H'd  upon  Lake  St 
Peter  a  band  of  Indians  returning  to  tlio  Trpp.-r  Lakes 
In  an  effort  to  evade  the  pursuit  of  ;,  hostile  party  of 
Troquois,  Lariviere  became  separated  from  the  rest  and 
found  his  way  back  to  Three  Rivers.  ;md  again  our  two 
heroes  are  the  only  white  men  of  the  party.     Steadily 
adv'anemg  over  rough  portages,  fighting  roving  bands 
of  Iroquois,  westward  still  they  went  along  the  winding 
rivers,  pestered  by  mosquitoes  and  blaek  flies;  across  the 
stormy  lakes,  buffeted  about  by  the  autumn  gales    this 
time  following  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Superior    the 
first  white  men  to  accomplish  this  feat,  until  at  length 
they  reached  its  western  extremity  just  as  winter  was 
settmg  in.     It  was  their  intention  to  visit  the  tribes  of 
what  IS  now  the  Province  of  Manitoba,  but  transporta- 
tion at  this  season  was  dit!ieult;  so.  after  ].roeeediug  a 
s^Mrt   distance   inland    along   the   present    international 
iH.undary,  they  dismi.ssed  their  Cree  guides,  who  were 
anxious  to  reach  their  homes,  and  built  for  themselves 
a  small  fort,  the  first  trading-po.st   ^^est  of  the  Great 
Lakes.    Here  they  remained,  a  source  of  wonder  to  the 
neighboring  tribes,  hunting  and  trading  until  the  follow- 
ing autumn,   when  the   Trees   returnnl.    four  hundred 
strong,  and,  rejoicing  in  the  privilege,  proudlv  l«re  upon 
willing  shoulders  the  supplies  of  the  white  men  through 
the  forest  to  their  own  lodges,  where  their  families,  num- 
benng  over  one  thousand  souls,  received  the  strangers 
with  an  acclamation  little  short  of  idolatry-     It  ^^.^  well 
tor  the  Frenchmen  that  these  prairie  tribes  did  not  share 


so 


THE  EVOLUTION  OF 


fho  snpprstitinn  of  tlioir  rnstorn  hrothron.  who  won'  wont 
fo  attrilmt.'  .ill  tlioir  ciiliuuitios  to  fho  prosonro  <>f  tho 
wliito  ti\(Mi  .•mioiiL'  lliom.  for  no  sooner  wore  \hr  festivities 
iriven  in  tlioir  lioiior  .onejiided  flmn  winter  set  in.  brinjr 
intr  witli  it  .1  fniniiii'  uliieli  tbe  re.j  ;infl  wliite  men  were 
po\vprle.ss  to  relieve  ninl  froiii  wliicli  five  Imndred  of  tlu' 
Iril'o  perished. 

Tntellicreneo  of  the   white  men   MMioni;  the   Trees  h' 
reaehed  the  neiphborincr  Sioux,  who  .sent  niesseuirors  n. 
the  sprin?  to  invite  them  to  visit  their  eountry.     After 
the  usual  Tridian  eereniony  eoneludin?  with  n  fea.st  —  for 
the  famine  liad  been  relieved  hv  the  advent  of  .spriuir  — 
■Radisson  eonsented  to  return   with   them,  hut  not  until 
he    had    eflFeeted    a    treaty    of    peaee    between    the    two 
nations.     To  the  land  of  the   Sioux   the  two   travellers 
aeeordinsrlv    went,   and  spent   several    \veel<s   in    huTitintr 
upon  the  plains,     TTavinir  <-emeMted  the  irood  will  of  thi'; 
powerful  and   warlike  tribe,  and  seeured  a  srreat  (piau- 
tity  of  furs,  they  circled  towards  the  north,  thence  east- 
erly to  their  little  pioneer  fort.     Tt  is  impos.sib1e  t  ^  d    i    e 
with  c.-rtaiiity  their  exact  route,  but  it  is  not  improbable 
that    they    traversed    considerable  ])ortions   of   the  Pro- 
vinces  of  ATanitoba    and    Saskatchewan,   as    wdl    as   the 
neitrhborinp  States:  but  the  <ire;itest  task  yet   rem.'dned 
to  be  performed,  and  that  was  the  discovery  of  the  route 
to   Hudson    Bay.      Tt   wa.s   the  custom    of  the   Trees   to 
tnisrate   to    the    tinrth    every   sprincr.    and    thither   their 
rruests  desir.'d  to  ;i<'comp.<iiy  them.    'Rndisson  was  sutTer- 
inir  severely  from   an  accident   in   which  he   nearly  lost 
his  life,  but  this  did  not  prevent  him  fron.  srtting  out. 
For  the  fir.st  few  days  he  lagorc-d  behind,  silently  endnr- 
injr  the  racking  pains  of  his  roi^ent  injuries,  but,  rejoinin-,' 
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flip  mniii  body,  \hoy  rontiniu't^  nortJuvnrd  drwn  i\  rivor, 
tliroiiffh  jnrns  of  ifc.  fo  .-i  prfjil  -ilf  ^o'u.  Tho  hrinf 
dosi-ripfioii  <;iv<Mi  liy  liitiis<>lf  of  f'li-;  trip  si  t  mv  to  Ii'iiv 
littlp  floiiltl  fh;il  lip  roncliiHl  titc  <;lH)n's  oT  IIi|il>;oti  TViv. 
'riii>  r<»rii'Iiisiiin  Is  iloiibfcd  hy«soini'  !iist(>ri;ifis,  wliilc 
nni.>r'><.  itioff  coinpcfonl  pcrli.'ips  to  cxjirpss  .ni  opinion. 
cMiriflflr'nfly  jissort  tli;it  Tliidi'^son  mthI  (Irosoillrrs  uiti-  fii" 
fii'sl  whifo  niPTi  to  flisfovfi-  flio  ovrrlniul  i-ontc  to  tin- 
riront  Son  of  fho  North.  Tboir  ncliiovctiionis  *<n  fnv 
oiitsbonp  tho  work  of  all  thoir  confotnpornrios  th.it.  ovoti 
shorn  of  tho  plory  of  tliis  flnnl  triiiTtiph,  thoy  hnrl  o;»rnofl 
for  thoTn<»o1vos  the  honor  of  1)oin<jr  tlio  crro;itosf  cxplorors 
of  thoir  day. 

Tho  first  oxpodition  thnt  hnd  boon  sont  out  })y  tho 
Covcrnor  up  tho  Sjiirnonny  h.-id  proved  n  fj.ilnrc,  mid  n 
siM'Oiid  ono.  doonicd  ton  siinilnr  fntc  lind  not  vol  rotiirTicd 
when  tho  two  sui'ri'.ssfnl  tr;i\  clh'iN.  in  the  siiMimor  of  ^CtG'^. 
csi'ortcd  l»y  three  Imriilred  Creis.  srlidod  down  tfie  S!t 
fiawronee  to  snvc  th(>  eobniy  from  b}iid<riipti\  n  second 
tiiiie,  TTnd  tho  ("lovornor  been  netnntod  b\'  motivi's  of 
lovnlty  niid  'jrrntitiKb'.  lie  wonid  tin\c  t'let.  Iimhi  to  his 
bosom  and  rewnrdod  tliem  fo?  their  distinu'iiisliod  ser 
vioos.  Liko  too  nmny  othor  frovomors  of  liis  tim.\  h" 
hnd  nn  itehinjr  pnlm.  nnd  uncb'r  tlie  protoxt  of  pnnishinir 
them  for  trndin?  without  n  lioonso.  lio  oonfisentod  over 
ninety  por  oont.  of  thoir  furs,  vnlnod  nt  over  (f^^riO,  100.00 
of  our  present  curreney,  hvivinir  thetn  but  n  trifling  pit- 
tflnoo  for  thoir  two  yoars*  toil,  tho  danpors  thoy  had 
undorsrono.  nnd  tho  honvy  oxpendituro  inourred  by  them. 
Ts  it  a  mattor  of  surprise  that  mon  rf  thoir  stamp  and 
ability,  after  boinpf  ornshod  by  tho  hand  that  shouhl 
have  supportod  thom,  should  dotormino  to  appeal  to  tho 
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throne  for  sonip  nu^iisuro  of  jn.sti<'o  :md  rocof^nition,  and, 
if  rtpniod  thnii,  to  ronounrr  their  alle^ianoe  and  seek 
thfir  fortune  under  aiiothor  flap?  Traitors?  No!  They 
had  practically  won  for  their  country  the  trade  of  half 
a  continent  and  had  placed  within  the  reach  of  France 
a  territory  then  rich  in  furs  and  which  was  afterwards 
to  become  the  greatest  wheat-producins  area  in  the 
world :  and  but  for  the  avarice  and  cupidity  of  a  selfish 
and  stupid  Governor  the  motherland  might  have 
remained  in  undisputed  possession  of  that  part  of 
America  which  to-day  owes  allegiance  to  Great  Britain. 
Little  did  that  Governor  dream  that  these  two  dcsoised 
young  bushrangers,  unskilled  in  diplomacy  and  clad  in 
the  humble  garb  of  the  voyafjcurs  of  the  Upper  Lakes, 
had  power  to  introduce  a  force  that  would  ii:  '^  short 
time  control  the  trade  of  the  lands  they  had  discovered, 
and  within  a  century  would  be  the  most  potent  factor  in 
moving  England  to  wrest  from  the  crown  of  Prance 
what  was  to  become  with  the  fall  of  Quebec  the  colony 
of  British  North  America.  England's  firmest  foothold 
in  Canada  was  acquired  through  the  influence  and  opera- 
tions of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.  England's  most 
powerful  statesmen  were  pledged  to  support  that  com- 
pany and  protect  its  trade,  which  quickly  extended  over 
the  vast  forests  and  plains  which  Eadisson  and  Groseil- 
lers  were  ready,  if  accorded  fair  and  honest  treatment,  to 
deliver  into  the  hands  of  France.  The  great  company 
whose  operations  were  carried  on  under  the  protection 
of  the  flag  of  England  owed  its  inception  to  tl-e  two 
neglected  outcasts  of  the  Governor  at  Quebec. 

Groseillers  went  to  Prance  to  submit  his  grievances  to 
the  King,  but   the  Governor  had   also  returned.     The 
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company  of  tlic  One  Ilnndrcd  As.sociates  th<ni  enjoyed 
;i  monopoly  of  tlio  fur  trade  of  tlie  colony,  and  little 
chance  liad  (Jroscillcrs  of  jjrainii'i.'  the  ear  of  his  sovereign 
in  the  face  of  such  opposi  +  i.  ;:.    .-.  v-'ii-h  was  added  the 
unfavorable    report   of     tl  '    ilitr;'nijl.^'    Governor.      At 
every  turn  he  met  with  rel     n'     :,i  i  (lisa.ipointment.     In 
-ain   he  ti'ied   to  elfeet  .some  j,ii-a:;  .'.■■•m(>nt  by  which  he 
and  liis  brother-in-law  might  (Migay'e  in  trade  and  reap 
some  of   the   fruits  of  their  labor,   but   his   ungrateful 
sovereign    and    un.sympathetic    countrymen    rejected    all 
his  proposals.  Is  it  any  wonder  then  that  he  joined  Radis- 
son   ,.t   Port   Royal,   Xova   Scotia,   to  negotiate  with  an 
English  cai)tain  for  a  voyage  to  lliid.son  Bay?     This  old 
>\eather-stained  sea-rovi'r  was  none  other  than  Zachariah 
Gillam,  a  celebrated  chnraeter  in  the  subsequent  history 
of  Hudson   Bay.     They  M-f  sail   for  the  north,  but  the 
captain  dared  not  venture  among  the  icefields  at  that 
late  season,   .su   the  trip     was    abandoned.      They   next 
.ngaged    two    ship.s    from    li)ston.      This    venture    also 
p-oved  a  failure,  for  one  of  the  ships  upon  whieh  they 
were  to  sail  was  wrecked  upon  Sable  Island,  the  grave- 
yard of  the  Atlantic,  while  going  to  the  Grand  Banks 
lo  lay  in  a  store  of  fish   for  the  north(>rn  voyage;  and 
instead  of  reaching  Hudson  Bay  they  soon  foluid  them- 
selves in  the  courts  of  Boston,  defendants  in  a  damage 
action   for  the  loss  of  the   w.-ecked  vassel.     The  action 
was  dismissed,  but,  like  many  other  sueee.ssful   ( ?)   liti- 
gants,  the   diseour-ged    wand(n-ers   drew   little   comfort 
from  their  legal  victory.     Without  money  and  under  a 
foreign    flag,    they    were    iarther    than    ever     from     the 
accomplishment  of  their  purpose. 
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Siu  (iKciKdK  r.\KT\viUGiiT,  OHO  of  tlic  four  t'livoys  sent 
to  Amcric-a  in  lti(i4  to  demand  from  the  Dutch  the  evaeu- 
atioii  of  Manhattan  and  to  visit  the  ('oh)ni(\s  and  adjust 
()iit>taiidiinjr  ditferenccs,  was  in  Huston  at  the  time  Radis- 
soii  and  (iroseiUcrs  were  involved  in  th(!ir  lawsuit  over 
tlie  lost  ship,  and  became  deeply  interested  in  the  story 
of  their  remar'.va.hle  disco\ cries.     As  he  was  about  to  sail 
for  En-,daiid  the  two  explorers  were  inducwl  to  accom- 
pany him.  to  solicit  the  aid  and  patronage  of  the  Enpflish 
Kinj:?.     Kn.^'land  was  at  this  time  busily  enj^aged  in  the 
Dutcli  War,  and  t!ie  ship  upon  which  they  sailed  fell  an 
easy  prey  to  the  enemy;  and  the  two  Frenchmen,  with 
tlieir  illustrious  patron,   found     hemselves  prisoners  in 
the  hold  of  the  Dutch  cruiser  Caper,  which  landed  them 
in    Spain.     Tlicy    found    their    way    to    England,  and 
unfoliied  their  plans  to  King  Charles,  who  favored  the 
project  of  a  voyage  to  Hudson  Hay,  but  the  more  impor- 
tant business  he  had  on  hand  with  the  Dutch  calh'd  for 
a    postponement   of  royal  assistance;  but    to  retun   the 
trood  will  of  the  strangers  until  he  should  be  in  a  position 
to  grant  thcnu  more  substantial  aid,  they  were  quartered 
in  London  and  an  allowance  for  their  maintenance  was 
issued  from   tlie  Ivoyal   Treasury.     For  two  years  their 
fate   luuig   in    the   balance  —  two   years  of   awful    sus- 
I)ense  to  men  whose  lives  had  been  filled  with   action. 
France  awakened  at  last  to  a  realization   of  her  lost 
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opportunity,  but  inst  id  of  making  ro.stitiitio>  to  her 
injured  sons  she  sought  to  add  ignominy  to  their  poverty 
by  denouncing  them  as  criminals.  For  his  pains  the  spy 
employed  to  perform  this  contemptible  service  was 
himself  cast  into  prison. 

Prince  Rupert  of  Bohemia,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  hud 
come  to  England  to  offer  his  services  to  his  uncle  King 
Charles  I.  lie  acquitted  himself  with  such  renown  that 
he  won  for  himself  the  sobririuet  of  "  Fiery  Prince 
Rupert."  On  the  high  seas  he  had  many  thrilling  expe- 
riences, and  proved  himself  as  efficient  with  the  cutlass  on 
the  quarterdeck  as  he  had  formerly  been  with  the  sahre 
at  the  head  of  a  troop  of  cavalry.  Fortunately  for  tlu; 
two  strangers,  their  proposal  appealed  to  him,  and  he 
entered  into  the  sidieme  heart  and  soul.  The  necessary 
funds  were  raised,  and  two  ships,  the  Eagle  and  Nonsuch, 
were  fitted  out  for  the  voyage.  The  latter  was  com- 
manded by  their  old  acquaintance,  Captaii]  OilLun  of 
lioston,  who  set  out  on  June  3rd,  1668,  with  Groseillers 
on  board,  while  Radisson  embarked  on  the  luifjle.  F'or 
four  years  he  had  bided  his  time  and  chafed  undei  'lis 
misfortunes  and  delays.  Now  the  burden  was  lift(>d,  and 
he  breathed  freely  again  as  he  turned  his  back  upon 
civilization,  sniffed  the  sea  air,  and  felt  that  the  old  life 
iu  the  forest  was  not  far  distant.  Ilis  evil  star  had  not 
.v-t  set,  for  he  was  but  fairly  under  way  when  a  terrific 
svrm  forced  them  back  again  to  the  shelter  of  the 
Thames.  Upon  examination  the  ship  was  found  to  bt 
no  longer  seaworthy,  and  he  was  forced  to  forego  the 
vovage  as  it  was  then  too  late  in  the  season  to  fit  out 
another  vessel.  There  was  nothing  for  him  to  do  but 
await  the  return  of  his  hro^her-in-Iaw,  and  wc  can  read- 
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ily  iiiKifrinc  tho  .inxions  wooks  aii.l  inoiiths  spiMit  In   Ir. 
i,i  tlio  MU'aiitiiuo.     What  if  Groseill.-i-s  .lid  not  reach  th." 
h;iv.  or  fniloil  1o  secure  a  carjzo  of  furs?     A  thousand 
a<nibts  would  flash  across  his  mind,  and  his  in<;enuity 
would  devise  a  tliousaud  means  of  brushiup  tlu^m  away 
i,,.;,in.     He  had  already  nn^t  with  so  many  disapponit- 
ments   lie   scarcelv    ihwd    to    lKip.>    that    success    would 
,-rown  tliis  final  eiTort.     For  years  lie  had-  planned  tins 
voyaire.  aiul  his  future  career  depiiided  upon  the  issue. 
So'nu'how   he    felt   eorWuh-nt   of  success,   althoufxh  in   all 
tlu'ir   former  undertakings  he  had   taken   the  lead   and 
CroseilhMs    had    Iuhmi    content    with    second    place.      So 
saii-uine  was  he  that  to  while  away  the  lonp  months  of 
waiting!  he  .set  about  orsaniziu!,'  a  company,  assisted  by 
I'rince"  Rupert,    whose    personal    infhu^nce   was    not    so 
threat  as  the  royal  patronage  it  secured. 
"  The  Xousudi  continued  on  her  course,  and  on  Septem- 
ber 'Ji)th  cast  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  a  riv(>r  at  the  foot 
of  .lame.s  l^ay,  to  which  was  given  the  name  of  Rupert's 
River.     Here  they  pi-epared  to  winter,  and  constructed 
;,,  loir  fort  enclosed  within  a  .stockade.    In  honor  of  King 
Charles    his    name    was    bestowed    upon    this    the    first 
tr:;ding-post  upon  th."  shores  of  Hudson  Bay.     The  na- 
tives soon  .liscoverwl  the  pn^en.'e  of  the  white  men;  and 
(iros.>illei-s  lost  no  time  in   acquainting  them  with  the 
object  of  his  visit  among  them.     By  June  of  the  follow- 
ing vear  he  had  gathered  sufficient  furs  to  warrant  the 
n't"u"rn  of  the  Sonsuch:  so  Gillam  set  sail  to  report  to 
their  a.ssociates  in   London   the   success   of  the   voyage, 
leaving  Groseillers  behind  to  gather  in  more  furs.     Two 
months  later  a  strange  sloop  was  discovered  carefully 
feeling  lier  way  towardis  llic  iort,  and  as  she  reached  the 
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shallow  waters  nt  the  river's  mouth  a  small  boat  was 
lowered,  and  soon  the  familiar  voice  of  Radisson  was 
heard  as  he  leaped  ashoro  to  embrace  his  brother-in-law. 

The  Noiisiirli,  under  the  command  of  the  f,'rim  old 
liiptain,  reached  London  the  same  month,  and  the  mer- 
chant.s  who  had  fitted  her  out  were  overjoyed  with  the 
prosp(vts  of  a  lucrative  trade.  Xejiotiations  were  soon 
••oiiipletcd  for  the  formation  of  the  company,  the  capital 
was  forthcoming,  and  in  ^^ay,  1(J70,  a  I'oyal  charter  was 
issued  to  "  The  (lovernor  and  Company  uf  Adventurers 
of  Hnjrland  trading  into  Hudson's  Hay  "  —  for  such  was 
the  corporate  name  of  the  Hudson's  liay  Company. 

I'ntil  (Iroseillei-s  passed  the  strait  with  the  Nonsuch 
no  sail  had  been  st'en  u[)on  Hudson  Bay  for  many  years; 
yet  in  England  the  hope;  of  still  finding  the  Irng-sought 
passage    to   th.-    Western    Sea    had   not    been    aUogcther 
abandoned.     While  the  real  object  of  the  newly  formed 
<-uiiipany  was  to  secure  the  ti-ad-."  of  the  northern  part 
<»f  the  continent   and  the  investment  was  purely  a  com- 
I'H'ivial  venture,  the  promoters  of  the  scheme  shrewdly 
ciii|)lia.sized  the  importance  of  the  prosecution  of  their 
(li.>rovcries  ajid  the  great  national  advantages  that  were 
lil<ely  to  accrue  from  their  efforts  in  that  direction.    By 
thus  assuming  the  role  of  public  benefactors  they  were 
able   the    more    easily    to   obtain    grants    and    i)ri alleges 
whirh    might   otherwis<^   have   been    denied    them.      The 
fii-st  recital  of  their  petition  alleges  as  a  fact,  with  almost 
startling  mendacity,  that  the  petitioners  had  "  at  their 
own  great  .-ost  and  charges  undertaken  an  expedition  for 
Hudson's  Hay,  in  the  north-west  part  of  America,  for  the 
•  iiseovery  of  a  new  passage  into  the  South  Sen  and  for 
the  finding  some  trade   for  furs,  irdnerals,   and  oilier 
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coiisidcrahlo  coiimiodities,  and  by  such  their  undertakiug 
have  already  made  .sueli  discoveries  as  to  encourage  them 
to  i)i'()('(H'd  furtlicr  in  pursufince  of  their  said  design,  by 
iiH'ans  whereof  there  may  probably  arisfl  very  great 
iidvantnges  to  us  and  our  kingdom."  The  mod'cst  pre- 
tensions of  the  "  Adventurers  of  England  "  as  set  forth 
in  this  innocent  recital  would  never  arouse  a  suspicion 
that  this  wiis  the  prehide  to  the  most  gigantic  monopoly 
ever  granted  by  tlu'  Crown  to  any  individual  or  corpo- 
ration on  this  continent.  Thanks  to  the  wily  Prince 
Jiupert  iind  his  titled  a.ssociatas,  we  find  that  His 
i\I;i,jesly,  "  being  desirous  to  promote  all  endeavors  tend- 
ing to  the  public  good  of  our  people,"  was  pleased  to 
grant  unto  his  loyal  petitioners  and  their  successors 
"Hk^  sole  trade  and  commerce  of  all  these  seas,  straits, 
bays,  rivei'.s,  lakes,  creeks,  and  sounds  in  whatsoever  lati- 
tude they  shall  be,  that  lie  within  the  entrance  of  the 
stniits  commonly  called  Hudson's  Straits,  togethei  with 
all  the  lands  and  territories  upon  the  countries,  coasts, 
iind  confines  of  the  seas,  baj-s,  lakes,  rivers,  creeks,  and 
sounds  aforesaid  that  are  not  already  actually  possessed 
by  or  granted  to  any  of  our  subjects,  or  possessed  by  the 
subjects  of  any  other  Christian  pnnce  or  state,  with  the 
fishing  of  all  .orts  of  fisli,  whales,  sturgeons,  and  all 
other  royal  ii.shes,  in  the  seas,  bays,  inlets,  and  rivers 
within  the  i)remises,  juid  the  fish  therein  taken,  together 
with  the  royalty  of  the  sea  upon  the  coasti  within  the 
limits  aforesaid,  and  all  mines  royal,  as  well  di.st'overed 
as  not  discovered,  of  gold,  silver,  gems,  and  precious 
stones  to  be  i'oinid  or  discovered  within  the  te:Titories, 
limits,  and  places  aforesaid,  and  that  the  .said  land  be 
from    heiiciiforth   reckoned   and    repute<J   as  one  of  our 
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plantations  or   colonics    in    Ain<'rica,   called   '  Rupert ',s 
Land.'  "     The  consideration  for  this  roval  gift  was  two 
elks   and   two   hh.ck   beavers   to   he   p;,i,l  yearlv   to   the 
British  sovereif;,,  "  uhensoever  and  as  often  as  we   our 
iieirs,  and  succ<.s.sors,  shall  happen  to  enter  into  the  said 
eountries,  territories,  and  regions  herehv  granted."     As 
the  first  entry  to  the  designated  lands  has  vH  to  he  ,„;ule 
tile  couMderation  stipulated  for  has  not   proven   a   very 
!i'"vy  tax  upon  the  treasury  of  Uu-  e..inpanv.     Thn<  hy 
the  stroke  of  a  pen  tlu"  little  group  of  ni..n  presided  oveV 
in-  the  fiery  prince  who  had  been  sunimoned  a  few  months 
hefore    to   li.sten    to    the   story    of   two    French    outca.sts 
became   the  proprietors   of  th.-    -r.ater   part   of   \orth 
America.     It  .staggers   us   to-day   when   we  attempt   to 
weigh  the   magnitude  of  this  grant  or  to  estimate  the 
meaning  of  the.se  almost  unlimited  concessions.     We  may 
form   an  opinion  of  their  e.xtent,   from   the  company's 
point  of  vi.-w.  in  their  reply  in  1750  to  a  demand  from 
the  Lords  of  Trades  and  Plantations  that  the  directors 
furnish  an  account  of  the  limit.s  and  boundaries  .»f  their 
territories.     The   company   in    rei,ly   stated     that     th.'v 
••laimed  "  all  the  land.s  lying  on  the  east  side  or  coast  of 
the  said  bay,  and  .■xtcnding  from  the  b;.v  ea.stward  to 
the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  Davis'  Strait,  and  the  \ne  here- 
.•'Iter  mentioned  a.s  th.e  east  and  southeastern  boundaries 
*d  tile  said  company '.s  territories;  and  towards  {ho  north 
■•'"  tlH'  lMnd.s  that  lie  at  th,>  north  end,  or  on  the  north 
■sKle  or  coast  of  the  said  bay.  and  extending  from  the  bav 
northward.s  to  the  utniast  limits  of  the  lands  th.ri  towards 
"'"  North   I'ol,.;  but  where  or  how  tlu^e  lan.ls  tenuinate 
IS    hitherto   unknown.      And    towards   the   west,    all    the 
lauds  ih-M  lie  on  the  we^t  side  or  coast  of  the  said  bay 
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and  cxtiMuling  from  the  said  bay  ut'stward  to  tlif  utmost 
'imits  of  those  landis;  hut  whci'i'  or  how  these  hinds  tcrmi- 
Dute  to  the  westward  is  also  luikuowu,  thougli  probably 
it  will  he  found  they  terminate  on  the  (Jivat  South  Sea." 
To  hold  this  territory  was  a  far  more  diffieult  task  than 
to  acquire  it.  It  is  not  within  the  seope  of  our  present 
encpiiry  to  follow  the  developiiu'nt  and  histoi'y  of  this 
wonderful  company.  It.s  career  lias  been  a  ehei|uered 
one  and  its  supremacy  has  been  maintained  only  at  the 
cost  of  much  treasure  and  many  lives.  The  seas  have 
been  strewn  with  the  wreckage  of  its  tiiihts,  the  forests 
have  resounded  witli  the  echoes  o\'  it.s  hjittles  and  the 
plains'  drenched  with  the  blood  of  it.s  retainers.  Jn  the 
k'j?islative  halls  on  both  siiles  of  the  Atlantic,  its  jrreat 
privileges  have  been  the  sul).iect  of  many  a  liei'ce  debate, 
and  bitter  epithets  have  been  hurled  aero>s  the  council 
table  within  the  privacy  of  its  rtwn  ehamlx  r.^.  Man> 
volumes  have  been  written  in  (lenun<'iation  of  the  mono- 
poly, and  as  many  more  in  its  defence.  Still  it  survives 
to-ilay  with  its  one  hundred  and  fifty  lloiirishing  posis 
from  the  eoa.st  of  Labrador  to  the  i'aeitie  Ocean;  slioi'ii, 
it  is  true,  of  mueii  of  its  strenj^lli,  yet  a  most  im]>oi'tant 
fjietor  in  the  trade  of  the  Dominion. 

Interesting  a.s  the  history  of  tin;  company  is,  wc;  can 
touch  only  upon  a  few  leadin;^  incitU'nt.s  bearing  upon 
the  subject  we  have  in  hand.  The  granting  of  a  charter 
purj)orting  to  place  wiihin  tlu>  control  of  the  English 
company  all  those  territories  from  wliieh  annually  came  to 
tiu'  traders  upon  the  St.  iiawrenee  the  skins  u})on  which 
the  colony  depenchd  for  its  very  existence  v,as  a  direct 
ehallenge  to  the  French,  whose  hatred  towards  the  Kng- 
lish  iieoded  only  this  spur  to  goad  {h'-m  inh)  apen  ho» 
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tility.  Will,  tli('  In.lians  the  eotnpany  had  little  trouble- 
HHl.'cd  t!ir,r  ,M.!i,.y  t„\v„r.].s  th,.  native's  from  the  time  of 
|''<>i-  first  landin-  u,,,),,  th,.  hay  to  the  present  time  has 
'>'■'■"  1"  M.arkv.l  cotitrast  with  that  adopted  by  the  white 
men  ni  oth.T  parts  cF  tlic  continent.  This  may  be  due 
in  some  measure  to  the  fact  that  it  was  not  or>;anizod  as 
a  .-olonizinjr  a-.n.-y,  l.nt  directed  all  it.s  energies  to  the 
tur  trade.  That  Canada  in  the  settlement  of  the  prairie 
F)rovinces  has  escaped  the  evils  that  terrorized  the  fron- 
tiersmen of  (he  Western  States  may  he  fairlv  attributed 
to  the  conMderate  and  honest  dealin.ijH  of  the  Hudson's 
Hay  Company  with  th..  sava-e  tribes  of  the  interior. 

The     merchants     and     fur-traders     of    New     France 
resented  the  appearance  of  the  English  at  the  bay    and 
strange  to  say,  the  first  armed  resi.stance  to  the  preten- 
Moiis  of  th(>  .'ompany  was  headed  by  the  verv  man  who 
was  most   ntstruim.ntal  in  its  formation.     Prior  to  the 
establishment  of  Fort  Charles  the  overland  voyage  from 
tb..  St.  Lauren..,,  to  the  bay  had  never  been  accoiupli.shed 
hy  any  wiiit,.  m.-n  ,..x,-,.pt  the  two  Frenchm<.n  now  in  the 
M'ry,,.,.  or  th,.  ,-„mpany.  In  1671  Father  Albanel.  acting 
n>i.l..r  mslrnclions  of  tl..  Intendant  of  New  France  and 
^"''•'""Pani,.,l  by  the  Sieur  dc  St.  Simon  and  six  Indians 
.•is-r„d.',l   th,.  Sagucnay  and  su,.ces<ifully  eomph'ted  th,' 
overland  trip  to  the  shores  of  James  Bav.     The  selection 
ot  a  prmst  to  perform  this  s,.rvi,>c  and  the  .subsequent 
r'>tabl,..hment    of   a    mission    among   the    tribes    of   the 
'-'Hi.  sc.rve  to  illustrat,'  th,.  resp,vtive  methods  a<lopted 
''■)■  ^!'<'H--n..hand  English  :  the  Fn-n.-h  alwavs  k,.pt  in 
view  ,h.  convei-sion  of  th,.  lu.athcn,  while  thi  English 
will!   an    e\  i.  (uilv   fp   4\,..   I,... .J  .,  , 

••.■•     '\  '■-■'   '^•"^'"'  -''^'^  »*>   Ibought  to  the 
pa.^au  eer,.mon,c.s  ot  th,.ir  customers.     This  feature  of 
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the  ("»iiip;uiy's  inothod  of  ciirryiri^^  on  Imsiiicss  gives  soiiio 
soiiibhiiicc  of  tnitli  to  Ihc  jmswcr  of  u  Westerner  to  a 
traveller  wliose  curiosity  was  aroused  upon  s<'eiiij;  tlu' 
iriystie  letters  "  II. H  ('."  |)ainte(l  on  tile  front  of  so  many 
l)uii(liii<,'s  in  the  Xortliwest.  He  eii(|uire(l  tlie  nieaninir, 
and  a  native  wit  iiuidc  reply,  "  Here  '  .-fore  Christ." 

Th.'  praetieahility  of  the  overland  route  havini;  heeii 
•  stalilished,  the  Freneh  traders  in  the  following  years 
took  up  the  trail  and  established  a  post  at  Moose  Kiver. 
alH)ut  an  hundred  miles  distant  from  Fort  Charles  and 
on  the  opposite  side  of  James  Hay.  The  trade  with  the 
Knfrlish  was  intercepted  and  the  French  lost  no  ()p{)or- 
tunity  to  {)oison  the  minds  of  the  Indians  against  the 
occupants  of  the  other  fort,  (iovernor  Haih'y,  then  pre- 
siding over  the  atfairs  of  the  company  at  the  bay,  sus- 
pected Kadisson  and  (iroseillei-s  oi'  complicity  in  the 
operations  of  the  French,  and  unwisely  accused  the  latter 
of  conspiring  with  the  rivals  across  the  bay.  To  this 
unwan-anti'd  accusation  (iroseillers  respoiuled  with  a 
Well-directed  blow  of  his  tist  which  laid  tlie  (iovernor  at 
Ili^  feet  and  terminated  all  furtln'r  negotiations  between 
lliaf  jiompoiis  gentleman  and  liis  two  French  iussociates. 
This  incident  and  the  events  leading  up  to  it  were 
investigated  by  the  directors,  the  majority  of  whom 
sciMDcd  well  satisfied  to  be  rid  of  the  tronblesoiiK"  for- 
eigners. (I'roseillcrs  refiiriK^l  to  his  family  at  Three 
Kivers,  and  Radisson  once  more  changed  his  allegiance 
and  entered  tlu'  French  navy.  The  restraints  of  a  life 
at  svH.  were  ■•■■xatious  to  a  man  accustomed  to  the  free- 
dom of  a  forest  life,  and  a  shipwreck  in  1679  furnished 
a  pretext  for  his  returning  to  his  old  calling.  He  had 
been  discredited  by  the  English,  and,  owing  to  his  having 
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married   an   English   wife,   the   (iaufjhtcr  of   .Sir  John 
Kirke,  a  member  of  the  English  company,  he  was  sus- 
pected by  his  own  eountrymen.    The  trade  of  Canada  at 
this  time  was  controlled  by  the  Compagnie  du  Noel,  at 
the  head  of  which  was  M.  d.^  Ja  Chesnaye,  who  thought 
he  saw  in    wulisson  the  proper  instrument  for  driviiig 
the  English   from  Hudson   Bay   and   regaining  for   his 
company  the  trade  of  the  western  and  northern  tribes 
It  was  the  spring  of   1682   before  arrangements  were 
completed,  and  Radisson  and  (Jrospillers  once  more  em- 
barked for  the  north  on  two  rickety  old  vessels,  the  .S7 
Vierre  and  Ste.  Anne,  ill-provisioned  and  imiLned  by 
mutinous  crews.    After  an  eventful  voyage  in  which  they 
barely  escaped  shipwre<-k  and  capture  they  arrived    on 
August  26th,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Hayes  River,  s.-parated 
from  the  moutJi  of  the  Nelson  only  by  a  swamp  and  a 
narrow  strip  of  land  overgrown  with  bushes.    They  cast 
anchor  about  fifteen  miles  from  the  mouth,  where  Gro- 
seillers  commenced  the  ercH-tion  of  Fort  Bourbon  while 
Radisson   ascendiMl   the   river  in   the  direction   of   Lake 
\Vinnipeg  in  sean-li  of  furs.     In  eight  davs  he  was  on 
familiar  ground  which  he  had  visited  twenty  rears  before 
by  another  route.     He  was  fortunate  in  meeting  a  ba.ul 
ot  Crees  gathering  for  the  winter  hunt,   who.   after  a 
fraendly  greeting,  promised  to  bring  their  furs  to  hi,n 
m  the  spring.     Thus  we  find  the  man  who  first  piloted 
the  furs  of  the  Great  Northwest  down  to  th.>  lakes  to  the 
French  merchants  at  Quebec  was  also  the  finst  man  to 
personally  guide  that  same  trafTic  along  the  rival  channel 
to  the  shores  of  Hudson  Bay.     Upon  his  return,  on  Sep- 
teraber  12th.  ho  found  the  fort  well  und.-r  way,  and  on 
the  same  day  was  startled  by  the  reports  of  cannon  from 
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th«>  (lirt'cfion  of  Nelson  Rivt-r.  only  a  fow  milos  to  the 
riortli.  I 'poll  reconnoitoriiip  he  discovored  a  party  of 
{toaclicrs  from  Boston  also  busily  fH5.'a}r('(l  in  crt'ctinf;  a 
loj;  house  inid.r  coiiiinand  of  Ficn  (lillaiii,  son  of  the  old 
(•af)t!iin,  who,  by  the  way.  was  at  that  very  niotnent  onlv 
a  fiw  miles  distafit,  on  Imard  the  I'rince  ItHprrl,  e^;eo^t- 
iiijr  John  Hri(i),'ar,  the  newly  appointwl  (lovernor,  to  his 
station  u|)on  the  hay.  Hadisson,  with  a  bold  front,  ehal- 
hiitred  the  New  En^landers  and  professed  to  be  in  eom- 
riiand  of  a  larpe  force  ehar^'ed  with  the  niaintenan<'e  of 
the  sovereiprnty  of  Eranee  o\'er  that  territory;  but,  owi.it? 
to  the  season  beinjr  so  far  advain-ed,  he  <Oiideseendinf,'ly 
I'onsented  to  permit  (iillain  and  his  party  to  winter  on 
the  river,  and  as  a  further  mark  of  respcet  towards  the 
son  of  his  old  friend  lie  otfi  red  to  take  them  under 
his  pntteetion  and  save  them  harmless  from  the  Indians. 
Iiistiad  of  erossinjr  the  narrow  ne^'k  of  land  to  his  own 
•  luarters  at  Fort  Hdurlxiri.  he  followed  the  more  eir- 
'■nitous  route  down  the  NeKon.  thenee  around  the  point. 
and  up  the  Hayes  KMver  to  the  fort.  He  had  M-areely 
ivaeltetl  till'  bay  when  a  liiijre  hull  bristling;  with  cannon 
and  carryini,'  at  the  masthead  the  colors  of  the  Hudson's 
Hay  Company  loomed'  up  before  him.  This  was  a  little 
more  than  he  had  i-eckoned  upon,  (iiven  one  at  a  time, 
he  would  m.t  have  hesitated  to  <-ope  with  them,  but  if  the 
two  Knirlish  forces  should  combine  he  mipht  find  himself 
in  an  awkward  predicament.  Some  means  nuist  b(> 
devised  to  arrest  the  farther  procuress  of  the  I'rincc 
h'lipirl,  for  so  she  proved  io  |)e,  with  the  new  d'ovei-nor 
i'li  board.  .Making'  for  the  shore,  he  (piiekly  kindled  a 
tire  ard  sent  up  such  a  column  of  smoke  that  Captain 
(iillau),  who  always  had  one  eye  open  for  signs  of  an 
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'"f "'  ;'"<'"".pm.„t.  huv..  to.  low.ml  his  nuui.sails.  an<l 
.«  th.onKMn  of  tl„.  smok..  .si.n.al.  ()„  the  morrow  tl,..v 
'.Tic'  Tr'.'n  T  '■'  ""'  '"  '^  '"''^  ''■'''  '—J  K-'i--' 

^^''"  "'''^^^'t'^   nn>  postal  at  th..  ,..I,.e  of  ,lH.  wood,  ,.  i,' 
'•"""""".Iinjf  a  largo  a,nb„.sl„^  f,.r,....     ]],  dmllen^r,.,!  th. 

..jparas  of  t|u^  boat.  auK..,.  whom  u..rM-aptai„  (;i,,.,,. 
-1  thcwu.v(;ov,.rnor,  an.l  again  p..oWaiMu..I  himsHf  as 
IH'  n,pn..s,.nat.v..  of  Ills  Most  (-hn..tia„MaJ.slv   Kin. 

'^ouKs.  an,l  ,l,.„.and..<l  frou.  th.  n.w  arrivals  th.ir  busi: 

K.ng     Alt.-r  u  bnot  parley  th.  (iovvrnor  invit,.!  hi,,,  on 
'-ani      h.    J'nnce    liuperi,    and    Kadisson    gracionsl 
p'pt.d  th.Mnvitat,ion,  iM.t  ,ool<  good  oan.  to  n.,.i,, 
KnjChsh  hostages  on  shor...     Th.-ir  .ontW.n.e  la.st.d  s  v- 
-al  hours,  and  Hadisson.  borrowing  fro,.,  his  i,.,...,;  . 

on.  gave    ho  (Jovernor  an  elal.rate  description  o,        . 

^0   magn,hoc.nt  ships  of  th.   F.-.n-h   aln-adv   at    Fo 

;•,    ^^^"/'^v™'-  was  son.ewhat  in..vdnIo„s.  and    in 
1H>  face  of  lu.  Visitor's  pretend..!  strength,  he  deel   ,■ 

-  uUention   of  carrying   out    the   instruetil' 
o,upan,v.nd  ...uuediately  after  the  Prenelunan-.s  depar 
-H-e  luj  etf.H.ted  a  landing  and  eon.n.eneed  the  eree      n    r 
Hurt  Nelson,  only  nine  n.iles  fro.n  where  the  Xew  Kn 

^>l     bushranger  shrewdly  divined  that  the  old  eanfun 
a.i  son.  hand  in  the  enterprise  of  his  son.  and        t 
l">  -ould  arrange  a  n.eeting  between  the,.,  they  proh  blv 

_     -e  ..fpt  ui  ign.i;Uiro  of  riie  ,,roxinuty  of  the  other. 
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as  neither  father  nor  son  would  care  to  acquaint  the 
Governor  with  the  errand  of  the  Boston  ship  in  these 
waters.  Thus  Radisson  planned  that  the  fear  of  detec- 
tion by  the  Gillanis  would  serve  his  end  to  undo  them 
both.  He  succeeded  in  effecting  a  meeting  between 
them,  and,  although  he  was  not  taken  into  their  confi- 
dence, he  no  longer  had  any  doubt  that  they  were  acting 
in  collusion  and  that  the  old  captain  would  be  the  last 
one  to  inform  the  (Jovernor  of  what  was  going  on  a  few 
mile.s  up  the  river. 

During  the  winter  the  Prince  Rupert  was  wrecked  in 
an  ice-jatii,  the  provisions  of  the  company  ran  short,  and 
Radisson  played  the  part  of  the  good  Samaritan  by  sup- 
plying tlu'ir  wants.  lie  felt  that  they  were  no  longer 
formidable  and  could  bp  overcome  at  any  time  he  chose 
to  attack  them  if  only  young  Gillam  were  in  his  hands. 
The  opjiortunity  soon  presented  itself.  The  Bostonian 
had  expressed  a  desire  to  visit  Fort  Bourbon,  and,  being 
invited  to  do  so,  he  paid  his  respects  to  the  Frenchman 
and  grew  very  indignant  upon  learning  that  Radisson 
had  so  grossly  exaggerated  his  force,  and  as  he  was 
about  to  return  to  his  own  quarters  he  w^s  placed  in 
custody  and  held  a  prisoner  by  his  host,  who  coolly 
informed  him  that  he  was  going  to  capture  the  New 
England  fort  that  very  day.  Ben  scorned  the  idea, 
whereupon  his  opponent  declared  that  he  would  not  only 
capture  it  but  that  he  would  proceed  to  the  attack  with 
no  more  men  than  were  defending  it;  and  to  assure  the 
boastful  New  Englander  that  he  had  no  fears  as  to  the 
result  he  sportingly  gave  him  the  privilege  of  selecting 
the  attacking  party  from  the  men  he  saw  about  him. 
Gillam  accepted  the  challenge,  and  from  the  occupants 
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of  Port  Bourbon  he  picked  out  nino  mou  upon   whose 
stratefiy  Juid  darin,?  depended  the  late  of  his  own  fort. 
With    this   small    party    Radisson    marched    to    Hayes' 
Island  and  captured  it  without  firing  a  shot.    He  just 
as  easily  secured  po.sses«ion  of  the  Boston  ship,  w!;ich 
offered  little  or  no  resistance  owing  to  the  unpopularity 
of  her  commander.     A  certain  Scotchman  belonging  to 
the  Ko^v  England  vessel  managed  to  escape  and,  Uiou-h 
pursued  by  the  French,  reached  Fort  Nelson  and  broke 
the  intelligence  of  all  that  had  taken  place  to  Covernor 
Bridgar,    who,    for    several    weeks,    luui    been    pavin- 
r.iarked  attention  to  the  ru.>i  cask,  in  thi.s  manner  svek^ 
ing  consolation  for  the  loss  of  his  shij).     Jle  was  furiou.s 
upon  learning  that  young  (Jillam  had,  unknown  to  him, 
wnitcred  but  a  few  miles  distant,  and  more  furious  still 
uhen  told  that  Radisson  had  taken  upon  himself  to  dis- 
cipline the  poachers.     Seizing  a  masket,  he  summoned 
all  his  available  men  and  hurried  away,  determined  to 
assert  his  authority;  but  the  Canadians  were  pivpared 
to  re<-eive  him,  and  after  a  brief  encount-'r  the  (fovcrnor 
wa:.  glad  to  make  his  escape,  leaving  behind  him  most 
of  his  men  to  swell  the  number  of  prisoners  already  in 
the  hands   of   the   French.     Radisson    followed   up    his 
success  by  marching  upon  Fort  Nelson  at  the  head  of 
a  dozen  men,  and  in  a  few  hours  the  disconsolate  Gov- 
ernor himself  and  all  his  followers  were  prisoners  of  the 
master  of  Fort  Bourbon.     The  French   were  so  intent 
upon  overpowering  the  occupants  of  tlu;  other  two  forts 
and  in  guarding  them  after  being  captured  that  Ihey 
neglected  to  take  the  n-essary  i)recautions   to  prote.-t 
their  two  vessels,  the  St.  Pierre  and  -S7c.  Anne    which 
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met  the  fate  of  the  Prince  Rupert,  and  it  was  with  ditli- 
culty  they  saved  tlie  Boston  ship,  the  Susan. 

The  spring  of  1683  was  a  busy  time  at  Fort  Bourbon. 
Trade  with  the  Indians  was  l;risk,  prisoners  had  to  be 
cared  for  and  timbers  were  being  licwod  into  shape  to 
pateh  up  the  hull  of  the  Ste.  Anne  to  provide  means  of 
transportation  before  the  arrival  of  the  company's  ships 
from  England.  In  due  time  all  was  ready,  tiie  furs 
were  stowed  away,  the  prisoners  marched  out,  and  .soon 
the  .  ene  of  "the  French  villainy  in  Ifudson'.s  Bay" 
was  left  far  behind,  ius  tlu;  Susan  and  the  rec^onsti'Ui-tcd 
Ste.  Aun(  steered  for  the  St.  Lawrence.  Arriving  at  Que- 
bec late  in  October,  the  New  Englandci-s  were  disinisse;! 
by  the  tlovernor  of  New  Frajice  with  a  rei)rimand  and 
permitted  to  depart  in  the  Susan  for  Bo.ston  with  the 
irate  Governor  Bridgar  on  board.  La  Chesnaye,  who, 
it  will  be  remembered,  was  to  share  tlu;  profits  of  the 
voyage,  soon  learned  that  Kadisson  and  (iro.>eillers  lunl 
not  truly  accounted  for  all  tlu;  furs  secured  by  them, 
but  had,  before  their  arrival  in  (^uchec,  clandestinely 
removed  and  appropriated  a  large  portion  of  the  cargo. 
Their  raid  upon  the  English  fort  threatened  to  cause 
trouble  betwwn  France  and  England.  The  Fi-endi  Gov- 
ernment, with  the  appearance  at  least  of  sincerity,  de- 
manded that  they  appear  at  Court  to  answer  for  their 
depredations  upon  the  Bay.  Between  the  cj.arge.s  of 
dishonesty  preferred  against  them  by  La  (Jhesnaye  and 
the  summons  from  the  French  Court,  their  stay  in 
Canada  was  cut  short,  and  on  Xovemi)er  lllh  they  s-aih'd 
for  France. 

Radisson  had  not  been  long  in  Paris  b(>fon>  he  estab- 
lished himself  in  obs<'ure  quarters  in   the  Fauberg  St. 
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Antoine,  where  he  became  the  picturesque  eeutre  of  a 
crowd  of  adinirino:  friend.s,  only  too  willing  to  drink  his 
brandy  find  applaud  the  narration  of  his  startling  adven- 
tures.    France,  notwithstanding  her  protestations,   wa.s 
(luite  pi-epared  to  retain  the  advantages  gain.'d  by  the 
operations    of    the    brothers-in-law     in     jrudson     Bay. 
Xeitiier  France  nor  the  company  was  desirous  of  very 
close  relations   with  lladisson,  yet   each   was  nervouslv 
apprehensive   of    the    consequences    if    h,.    .should    enlist 
again  under  the  flag  of  the  other,     lie  was  distrusted 
and  feared  by  both,  yet  both  paid  him  court  aud  sou-ht 
to  engage  his  services.     In  this  co-itest,  thanks   to  the 
mtngue  of  Louis  and   Charles,   the  company  was  snc- 
••essful;  he  again  changed  his  allegiance,  and  in  .AFay. 
ltiS4,  again  set  sail   for  Hudson  JJav.     When  they  a";' 
'•ived  at  Fort   Nelson,   (Jroseillers'  son,   who   had   been 
left  m  charge,   was  greatly  surprised  to  see  his   uncl(> 
servnig  under  the  Hag  which   the  year  before   he   had 
trampled  under  his  feet,  and  at  first  was  not  di.posrd 
to  surrender  the  fort  and  its  contents,  but  eventually 
with  a  very  poor  grace,  turned  over  everything  to  the 
Knghsh.     Twelve  thousand  beaver  skins  were  trundled 
"11   board   the   company's   ships   and   Governor    l>hipps 
iound   in  store   enough  supplies   to   purchase   as   m.-.nv 
more.     To  the  vexation  of  the  French  and  tlie  conster- 
nation of  the  Indians,  the  Hatr-dc-Us  was  hauled  down 
nnd  the  endjlem  of  the  company  once  more  was  tioate.l 
from  the  flagstaff  of  the  fort.    Having  concluded  a  com- 
plete transfer  of  all  the  assets  of  the  French,  Kadisson 
;'mbark.>,l  upon   the  returning  ship  and  upon  reaehin^^ 
lortsmouth   rode   post-haste   to   London   to   giv   to   the 
directors  his  version  of  what  had  taken  place  at  the  W^y 
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Some  augvy  words  had  pius-sed  between  him  and  the 
(jovenior.  The  man  who  had  been  liis  own  master  from 
boyhootl  had  deeliued  to  submit  to  the  dictation  even 
of  a  Governor.  Kaeli  in  liis  report  malijfiied  the  other 
and  a  majority  of  the  General  Court  of  tlie  Adventurers 
upheld  the  Governor  and  Radisson  was  deposed  from 
his  command.  Altlu)u^'h  he  remained  upon  the  pay  lisl 
of  th(;  company  until  fhe  time  of  his  death  in  1710,  he 
does  not  appear  to  have  btn'n  assigned  any  more  im- 
portant po.sition  than  tliat  of  overseer  of  purchases  at 
the  Bay  durinj,'  the  summer  :iionths  of  tlie  next  seven 
years.  Wiiat  services,  if  any,  were  performed  for  tlie 
pension  of  £'}{)  a  yt-ar  Ki'ilnted  him  for  the  rest  of  his 
life  is  not  disclosed  by  the  records  of  the  company.  llLs 
last  years  are  in  .strikin<,'  contast  with  his  early  career, 
and  the  old  war-horse  must  have  longed  to  join  the  fray. 
as  he  scanned  the  reports  cf  the  lively  times  that  fol- 
lowed his  enforced  retireu/cnt.  France  had  placed  a 
price  upon  his  head,  and  the  English  were  not  ddsposed 
to  risk  their  cause  in  his  hands.  Distasteful  as  it  must 
hav(j  been  to  a  man  of  his  temperament,  he  sat  an  idle 
s[>ectator  of  the  light  for  the  prize  that  he  felt  was  right- 
full.*-  his  For  one  hundred  and  sixty  years  after  his 
death  that  fight  continued,  a  light  for  the  dominion  of 
that  great  hmo  land  which  he  was  the  first  to  discover, 
and  it  is  only  in  recent  years,  after  his  ashes  have  lain 
for  two  centuries  in  an  unkjown  grave,  that  the  world 
has  been  reminded  that  Pierre  Esprit  Kadisson,  with  all 
his  faults,  stands  alone,  the  greatest  of  all  Canadian 
explorers. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

It  could  hardly  be  expected  that  La  Chesnaye  and 
his  associates,  forming  the  Coiii.pa?nie  du  Nord,  would 
quietly  submit  to  the  treachery  of  Radisson  in  handing 
over  to  the  English  the  fruits  of  the  expedition  which 
they  had  fitted  out.    Popular  opinion  in  Canada  was  si. 
decidedly  in   favor  of  the   French   company   that   the 
populace  of  Quebec  burnt  in  effigy  the  traitors  Radisson 
and  Groseillers,  and  scores  of  young  men  volunteered 
to  go  to  the  bay  to  recover  the  lost  forts.    The  Marquis 
de  Denonville,  the  newly-appointed  Governor,  deploretl 
the  loss  to  the  colony  and  jodned  in  the  general  cry  for 
rediress  by  sending  a  despatch  to  the  king  pointing  out 
the  necessity  for  an  invasion  of  Hudson  Ray.     Tlu'S(> 
demands   for  satisfaction   culminated   in    3685   in    the 
granting  of  a  commission  to  the  Chevalier  de  Troyes  to 
expel  the  English  from  their  posts  in  the  north.'    The 
Sieur  D 'Iberville,  a  young  man  but  twenty-five  years  of 
age,  was  chosen  as  one  of  the  lieutenants  of  the  expedi- 
tion.    Sprung  from  a  father  whose  distinguished  ser- 
vices in  the  Indian  wars  had  made  him  the  recipient 
of  a  baronial  seat  and  title,  he  had  been  s<'hooled  from 
infancy  in  the  development  of  the  colonial  military  de- 
fences.    At    the   age   of    twelve    he    had    aceompaniai 
Frontenac  and  La  Salle  when   they  ascended  the  St. 
Lawrence  and  founded  Fort  Frontenac.     He  graduated 
in  the  naval  science  by  several  years'  service  upon  tlie 
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king's  ships,  and  was  in  every  way  well  qualified  for 
the  work  in  hanil.     He  acquitted  himself  with  such  gal- 
lantry that  he  was  soon  assigned  an  independent  com- 
mand.   For  ten  years  he  was  the  terror  of  the  north,  and 
his  fame  in  tlui  wars  of  Hudson  Bay  has  won  for  him 
the  title  of  the  Cid  of  New  France.    A  volume  could  be 
filled  with  an  a<'count  of  his  exploits  again.st  the  Eng- 
lish, but  we  will  content  ourselves  with  a  brief  review  of 
tilt'  most  thrilling  of  his  adventures,  which  will  illustrate 
iiis  daring  and  the  deterniined  struggle  for  supremacy 
in  the  North  during  the  closing  years  of  the  seventeenth 
century.    For  twelve  years  or  more  the  rival  parties  had 
been  flying  at  each  other's  throats,  never  losing  an  oppor- 
tunity to  scuttle  a  ship  or  seize  a  fort,  aaid  in  the  hottest 
of   the  strife   1) 'Iberville  always  took   a   leading  part. 
Fort  after  fort  was  captured  and  re-captured,  but  Fort 
Nelson,  the  most  alluring  prize  of  them  all,  as  it  eom- 
mantliHl,  more  than  any  other,  the  trade  of  the  West,  had 
fallen  but  once  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  who,  un- 
able to  hold  it  longer  than  a  few  months,  had  capitu- 
lated upon  terms  which  the  English  did  not  respect.    To 
D'lherville    was   assigned   the   task  of  again   expelling 
them,  and  in  the  execution  of  it  perhaps  his  gallantry 
and  skill  show  to  best  advantage. 

In  the  summer  of  1697,  fresh  from  a  victorious  cam- 
l>aign  in  .\ewfonndland,  in  which  he  had,  with  unpre- 
cedented rai)i(lity  and  endurance,  pillaged  and  de- 
stroyed every  lisliing  station  but  two  upon  the  island, 
he  sailed  from  the  port  of  Placentia  in  command  of  five 
ships,  the  Pilivax,  the  Palmier,  the  Profound,  the 
Wasp  and  the  Psquimaux.  About  the  same  time,  bound 
for  the  same  waters,  the  Hampshire,  the  Hudson's  Bay, 
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the  Dering  and  Oivner's  Love  filed  out  ol"  I'ortsniouth 
harbor.    Two  days  in  advance  of  the  eiieniv.  the  Eu-Hish 
ships  entered  the  strait  and  found   tlieir' j.ro-rass" im- 
peded by  the  ice.     Great  bergs,  totti-ring  over  the  rou-h 
■sea  hke  drunken  sailors,  crashing  into  each   other  and 
^'rmding  their  lesser  companions   to   atoms,   threatened 
the  destruction  of  t>oth  fleets.     The  Esqiumaux,  huh-n 
with  supplies  for  the  other  ships,  was  cautiouslv  feel- 
ing her  way   alongside  one  of  these  ghost Iv   monsters 
which  was  severed  with  a  deafening  roar,  and  tons  of 
ice,  falling  as  it   were  from  the  clouds,  staved  in   her 
decks    and  bulwarks.      With    difriculty    the    crew    was 
rescued  as  the  shattered  ship  and   her  precioas  ear., 
disappeared   b<meath   the  ice  floes.     The   Profouml    by 
avoiding  the  currents,  overtook  two  of  the  eompanv's 
Meet  and  engaged  them  in  a  long-range  target  practice 
long  enough  to  enable  D'Iberville  on  the  I\Jica>^  to  slip 
by   unobservHl.     Taking  advantage  of  this   unexp,..ted 
piece  of  good   fortune,  he  left  the  other  ships  to  .-are 
tor  themselves  and  steered  direct  for  Fort  \,>l.son      For 
two  days  he  hovered  about  the  fort  awaiting  the  arrivil 
of  his  consort,  and  his  anxiety  as  to  their  fat.-  was  not 
relieved  when  three  ships  floating  the  Hritish   (lag    the 
Uampslurc,   Dcrim,    and    Ilufison's   Ba„,   i„    the.irder 
named,  appeared  in  the  oflfing  bearing  down  upon   the 
lehcan.     They   carried  in   all   lU  guns  and   :^r,0   men 
against  his  50  guns  and  150  men  readv  for  acti  ii    for 
although  his  full  complement  was  over  2(M)    a   number 
of  these  had  been  sent  ashore,  ami  fortv  or  (iftv  wre 
si.-k  and  unable  to  take  any  part  in  the  battle-  but  he 
was  not  thB  n,an  to  forego  an   engag.n.eni   becaus,^  the 
advantage  appeared  to  be  with  the  enemy.    He  directcKl 
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the  prow  of  the  Pelican  straight  towards  the  foremost 
of  the  advancing'  ships,  which  cleverly  evaded  his  appar- 
ent attempt  to  board  her  and  discharged  a  broadside  at 
him,  whii'h  mifjlit  have  terminated  the  battle  disastrously 
for  D 'Iberville  had  not  the  Hampshire,  in  rising  from 
the  trough  of  the  sea,  rolled  so  heavily  that  the  gunners 
missed  their  aim  and  the  shot  passed  harmlessly  over 
the  gallant  Canadian,  the  other  two  receiving,  as  ho 
pas.sed  on  betwc  i  them,  two  well-directed  volleys  from 
the  cannon  of  the  Pelican. 

The  Bering  replied  with  a  destructive  fusilade  of 
nuLsket-fire  and  grape,  which  was  followed  by  a  general 
volley  of  all  the  English  ships  into  the  rigging  of  the 
Pelican  with  the  view  of  crippling  her.  D 'Iberville 
manoeuvered  again  to  board  the  Hampshire,  but  again 
the  English  captain  cleverly  glided  out  of  his  reach,  but 
received  a  terrific  riddling  from  the  French  cannon.  At 
the  same  time  the  Hudson's  Bay  had  been  pouring  her 
shot  into  the  forecastle  of  the  enemy's  ship.  For  three 
and  one-half  hours  the  deadly  struggle  continued,  until 
ail  four  ships  were  battered  and  splintered.  The  rigging 
was  torn  and  broken,  and  the  decks,  slippery  with  blood, 
were  strewn  with  mangled  corpses.  The  Hampshire  had 
sufl'ered  most,  and,  as  her  hull  sank  deeper  and  deeper, 
she  became  unmanageable,  and  it  was  apparent  her  fight- 
ing days  were  over.  Above  the  cries  of  the  wounded  on 
the  Pelican  could  be  heard  the  voice  of  the  untiring  com- 
mander ordering  an  attack  upon  the  During,  which 
promptly  showed  her  heels  and  made  for  the  open  sea. 
D 'Iberville  dared  not  risk  a  chase  with  his  crippled 
ship,  so  turned  his  attention  to  the  Hudson's  Bay, 
which,  unable  to  cope  with  the  French  any  longer,  sur- 
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roiid<>rc(l  a  few  minutes  before  the  waters  closed  over  the 
sinking?  fla{?-ship. 


The 


naval  victory  was  comph^tc,  I)nt  over  Fort  Xd 


;-;oii 

a  more   relentless 

ui  attempt  <'ouhI 

0  sooner  Iiad  the  victor 


a  was  hisiied  into  a  foa 
over   the   two   r(>maiuin! 


in 


the  company's  (laj?  still   floated,  and 
foe  had  yet  to  he  ov.Tcome  before  even 
lie  made  towards  its  capture.     N 
claimed  his  prize  than   the  se 

;ind   the  anj?ry   waves   dashed 

ships,    the   next   moment   to.s,se<l    them    about    uiwii 'the 
heaving'  billows,  then,  racing  on  with  a  tumultuous  roar, 
rolled  up  in   hujre  breakers  on   the  shore.     In  vain  the 
sailors  attempted  to  launch   the  small   boats,  and  with 
the  darkness  c,u,i.-  the  constant   I'car  of  beinir  strand<'d. 
On   iKjard  the  I'clican  the  wounded  all  ni<;ht  lonjr  iay 
shivcrinj;  in  heaps,  tossed  about  by  the  plunsini;  oi  the 
vessel,  and  above  the  creakin?  of  the  timbers  could  be 
heard  th(>  moans  of  the  dyin-.     In  the  early  morning' 
they  abandoned  the  wreck  and,  wadin-  to  their  necks  in 
til.'   ice-cold   water,   bearinj;  their   wounded   above   their 
h.'ads  or  dragirincr  them  tliron-h  the  surf,  the  shore  was 
'•'■iiehed.      Plodding  throu-h   drifts   „r  snow   knee-deep. 
Iliey  encamped  in  a  wood  aboni  six  milrs  from  the  fort, 
where,  still  suffering'  from  their  undressed  wounds  au(l 
the  affony  of  the  awful  ni-ht,  no  less  than  ei-hteen  died 
l''<>Mi  exposure.    The  Iludsinr,  Ha,t,  having  lost  her  rud- 
'l-'i-  and  parted  her  cable,  drifted  at  the  menn^  of  the 
storm  and  was  east  upon  a  bank  eipht  miles  south  of  the 
tort.     Fortunately  the  wreck  lay  near  a  marshv  tract 
uith  water  but  knee  de.-p.  ^^•hich  circumstance  enabled 
them  to  etTect  a  landing  with  less  difficulty  than  the  crew 
of  the  Priicav,  and,  when  once  ashore,  they  were  cared 
lor  by  their  fellow-countrymen  in  the  fort.     The  French 
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wert'  soon  rclicvod  hy  the  arrival  of  th(>  I'rufound,  tln' 
J'ahiiitr  and  tlit;  Wasp  with  the  ni'oded  rt'iiiforc-i'iiu'nts 
for  the  attack  npon  th(!  fort.  In  dire  distress  for  want 
of  food  and  sliivt  riiij:;  in  their  improvised  siielters,  they 
Wire  eaj?vr  for  tlic  tij;lit  and  k)st  no  time  in  huidiu!,' 
their  jjuns  and  phicin^  them  in  position,  and  awaited 
hnt  the  word  of  eoiiniiantl  to  ehai',i.'e  tlie  enemy. 

Within  tlie  fort  a  far  dill'erent  feeling  prevailed.  The 
svrvants  of  the  company  had  not  enlisted  for  war,  and 
in  tlie  naval  (>ny;ajxement  of  a  few  days  before  they  had 
amph'  evidence  of  the  valor  of  tiie  foe.  (iovernor  iiailey 
stormed  and  swore  at  the  audacity  of  the  French  in 
delnandin^^  after  a  faint  attack,  an  unconditional  sur- 
I'eiider,  and  succeeded  for  a  time  in  rousinir  the  sipirits 
(if  his  men  hy  promi^inj;  a  pension  to  each  of  their 
widows.  The  homhardmcMt  was  i-enewed,  and  into  the 
fort  was  poured  a  storm  of  sliot  and  .shell,  and  whenever 
the  coiiijiaiiy's  men  mustered  .^ufticient  couraj^e  to  appear 
Iteyond  the  stockade  the  J-'renchiiien  rushed  madly  for- 
ward, hrandishinjx  their  wea])ons  and  shoutii!u-  tlie  Indian 
warcry,  and  drove  them  liack  within  the  enclosure.  A 
linal  summons  to  siu'render,  accompanied  with  a  threat 
jo  carry  the  fort  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  convinced 
the  <  iovernor  thai  further  resistance  was  useless.  Terms 
of  capitulation  were  arranired,  tlu'  i?ritish  marched  out 
and  1) 'Iberville  once  more  v.as  installed  master  of  Fort 
Xelsou. 

If  France  had  ai)i)rei'iated  what  the  dauntless  yount: 
Canadian  liad  dime,  the  hi^toi'v  of  Canada  mijriit  have 
been  of  little  interest  to-day  to  us  of  l>ritish  hirtii,  for 
with  the  fall  of  Fort  Nelson  the  l"]n,ulish  company  lost 
its  only  foothold  in  lludiion  Jiay.     France  already  con- 
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trolled  the  St.  Lawreucc,  and,  thanks  to  D'lb.Tville,  she 
lield  the  keys  of  the  nortli  and  was  in  a  position  to  shut 
out  the  <,'n'at  company  from  the  interior  and  thuji  be- 
come absolute  master  of  all  the  territory  now  under  the 
Canadian  tlag. 

At  the  very  hour  thiit  D'Iberville  was  taking  stoi-k  of 
the  booty  gained  by  his  late  victories,  the  French  and 
KnglLsh   commissioners  were  Katiiered  al)oiit  a  table  in 
a    little    Dutch    village   atTixing   their   sij,'natiires   to   the 
Treaty  of  Kyswick,  which  restored  |<'ort  Albany  to  the 
Knglish,  and   sixteen  ycai-s  later,   by   the  terms  of  the 
Tn;ity  of  Utrecht,  France  renounced  all  her  claims  to 
Hudson    Hay.      The   former   treaty   checked   for   a   time 
iiostilities   in   the   North,   but   the  mother   eomitry    had 
other  work    for    D'Iberville   and   commissioned   him    to 
carry  out  the  neglected  plans  of  La  Salle  by  foundin-,' 
.1  <'oIony  at  the  mouth  of  the  ^rississi[)pi  and  thus  again 
forestall   the  English,   who  at   that   time  were  coiirem- 
pliiting    the   establishment    of    posts    along    that    great 
waterway  to  tap  the  trade  of  the  interior  by  a  souilierii 
route.      During    thes.i    troublesome    years    the    English 
seemed  content  to  conline  their  dealings  with  tiie  Indians 
to  such  as  reached  their  posts  upon  the  bay,  while  th(! 
French  were  steadily  pushing  westward  and  at  IMichil- 
liiiiackinac  luid  fonnded  a  fort  which  rivalled  in  import- 
am-e  the  older  headquarters  on  the  St.  Lawrence.     The 
French-Canadian  was  at  home  uj)on  the  trail  and  did  not 
hesitate^  to  travel  a  thousand  miles  inland  to  secure  a 
cargo  of  furs.    The  company  s  servant^s  on  th.',  Tiay  coukl 
live  in  comparative  comfort  in  their  snug  barracks,  but. 
with  rare  exce])tions,  were  ill-suited  for  a  wandering  life 
in  the  wilderness. 
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One  strikiii','  exception  to  the.  disinclination  of  llic 
0(!cupiint.s  of  th<'  forts  to  jx-netnito  to  the  interior  \vu.s 
Henry  Kelsoy,  a  mere  lad  l)ut  eijrliteen  years  of  a^e, 
who,  in  1()!>1,  appears  to  have  visited  the  trilh's  h(>yond 
the  land  of  the  Assinilvoine-s,  to  iiave  reached  the  haunts 
of  the  hurt'alo  and  tlie  jrrizzly  hi  <r,  and  to  have  secured 
for  the  first  tiiiu-  tlie  trade  of  these  remote  districts. 

That  the  French  did  not  ohlain  all  the  furs  of  th' 
West  was  lar^'eiy  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Knfijlish  paid 
the  hij,'lier  price,  ami  for  the  sake  of  an  extra  hatchet  oi' 
a  few  a(klitional  jjounds  of  powder,  Indians  would  join 
the  annual  piljii-iiiuigt;  to  the  c()mj)any's  factories,  speud- 
injJT  months  upon  the  way,  rather  than  visit  the  nearer  sta- 
tions of  the  French.  To  intercept  the  Indians  on  their 
way  to  an  Knglish  post  was  the  chief  busines.s  of  a  law- 
les.s  ela.ss  of  l)u>liran<;ers  known  as  the  cotinurs  de  bois. 
These  outcasts  of  civilization  lived  a  roving  life  in  the 
woods,  owned  allejriance  to  no  sovereign,  and  earned  a 
priH-arious  living  by  conducting  the  Indians  to  the  posts 
of  the  French  fur  traders.  With  no  greati  r  gain  than  a 
hatful  of  worthless  trinkets  or  a  few  gallons  of  poi.sonous 
brandy,  many  a  flotilla,  heading  for  Fort  Albany, 
changed  its  eourse  for  IMichillimaekinae. 

After  the  Tri'aty  of  Ftrecht  the  Fn'iich  retired  from 
the  noi'tlurn  waters  and  the  company  was,  for  a  time  at 
least,  free  from  any  further  local  disturbances,  but  their 
rivals,  being  ousted  from  the  bay,  increased  their  efforts 
in  other  dirretioiis  to  regain  the  trade  tliat  for  years 
had  gone  to  the  northern  posts.  The  opposition  was  not 
from  New  France  alone,  a.s  a  new  competitor  soon  en- 
tered the  field,  who  also  had  to  be  reckoned  with.  The 
Governor  of   New    York.   recoimiziuLr  that   direct   trade 
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wit:,  the  Indiana  would  he  more  profitahl.'  than  the  in- 
direct exchange  of  merchandise   for   furs   through   the 
traders  of  Montreal  and  Quehec,  prohibited  the  hitter 
by    in  Act  of  the  Assembly,  and.  to  foster  the  former. 
<'ansed  a  post   to   he  established   at   Oswego,   on    Lake 
Ontario.     The  iiivn-hants  upon  the  St.  Lawrenee.  who 
had  served  as  middlemen  between  the  Indian.s  and  the 
Xew  York  tradesmen,  were  by  this  means  deprived  of  no 
small  portion  of  their  business.     This  unexpe<-ted  inter- 
ruption of  the  trade  passing  down  Lake  Ontario  spurn-d 
the   P>en<^imen   on   to   venture    farther   west    into   the 
remotest    hunting   grounds,    and    greater    indueements 
were  held  out  to  the  coitn  iirs  ,lr  hois  to  siu'ure  thr  car- 
goes for  the  Canadian  warehouses.    New  territories  were 
being  constantly  explored,  new  tribes  drawn   into   th,- 
trade  and  new  posts  opened  up.     The  eompetitors,  lari^e 
and  small,  often  followed  the  same  trail  and.  as  some- 
times occurred,  but  a  few  furlongs  separated  their  re- 
spe<!tive  encampments,  and  the  .silent  forest  was  the  only 
witness  of  many  a  contest  ov.t  a  disputed  bale  of  furs. 
In  these  conflicts  it  was  not  always  a  ea.sc  of  English 
against  French   or  the  St.   Lawrence   against    Hudson 
Bay,  but  many  a  lawless  bushranger,  in  need  of  a  new 
gun  or  ammunition,  would  not  stop  .0  enquire  the  na- 
tionality or  allegiance  of  the  owner  of  a  passing  canoe, 
if  he  considered  its  contents  would  furnish  hiin  v^ith  the' 
wherewithal  to  purchase  his  pressing  needs. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

For  a  long  time  MichillinuR'kinac  had  marki'd  the 
wi'stcrn  limit  of  the  trading  posts  of  Xow  France,  and, 
until  the  trade  of  Lake  Superior  began  to  assume  im- 
portant dimensions,  this  old  mission  staticm  retained 
the  distinetion  of  being  the  western  boundary  of  eivilized 
oeeupation.  If  we  turn  to  our  maps  we  shall  tind 
that  it  forms  a  natural  link  in  the  ehain  of  travel  be- 
tween the  p]ast  and  West  and  was  favorably  situated  as 
a  rciulezvouti  for  the  tribes  along  tlie  shores  of  the  UppiT 
Lakes. 

Although  IJadisson  had  in  the  early  sixties  visited  the 
Indian  lotlges  of  the  (ireat  Northwest,  the  seventeenth 
century  witnessed  little  advance  in  the  work  so  aus- 
piciously begun  by  him.  During  this  period  there  were 
not  wantuig  daring  explorers  and  famous  traders,  but 
tlicir  operations  were  pretty  well  contini'd  to  the  terri- 
toiy  south  of  the  boundary.  Then  it  was  iliat  Joliet 
iitid  .Manpictte  discovered  the  Alissis.sippi  and  La  Salle 
follow((l  it  to  its  mouth.  Its  upper  valley  was  traversed 
l)y  )''ntlicr  Hennepin  and  Nicholas  Pinot,  and  Du  Lhut, 
the  pfiiice  of  couriurs  (h  hois,  e.xplored  the  lands  of  the 
Sioux  and  carried  on  an  extensive  trade  with  the  Creos 
and  the  .Vssiniboines.  In  1717  De  Lanoue  conceived  the 
idea  of  fixing  a  base  further  west  and  buiU  at  Kamini- 
sti(|uia,  near  tlie  site  of  I'''ort  AVilliam,  a  fort,  which,  for 
the  century  following,  was  the  .scene  of  many  an  e.xcitinsr 
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.stru},'f?le  in  the  race  for  the  be 


tory  beyond.     Farther  wc^t 
strayed,  but,  up  to  this  tim 


aver  skins  from  the  terri- 


an  oe(>asional  i' 


oyniimr  had 


e,  no  peniiaiient  buihlin'^s 
had  been  constructed  nor  ^ny  attempt  Tuade  to  establish 
a  re^uhir  trading:  post,  except   the  little  fort 


Hadisson  nearly  sixty  y 


be 


classed  with  the  imposing  struct 


built  by 
yt'ars  before,  which  could  hardlv 


ures  at  Fort  Williaii 


He  had  demonstrated  the  practicability  of  reachin;?  th, 
Indiana  of  the  plains,  but  f?en..ratiuns  were  to  pass  away 
before  anyon.-  could  be  found  bold  enou-h  to  follow  in 
his  footsteps,  and  the  first  man  worthy  to  be  called  his 
suc<3essor,  like  him,  receive.l  bis  training  in  the  rou-h 
school  of  experience. 

In  a  little  fur-tradi;      post,  north  of  Michillimackinac 
concealed  in  the  depth...  of  the  forest  out  of  the  path  of 
the  warlike  Iroquois,  waited  the  n.  m  upon  whose  .shoul- 
ders the  nuiutle  of  Kadisson  was  to  fall.    From  ei-diteen 
years  of  age  to  twenty-six  he  had  followed  tlu'  fortunes 
ot  war,  hghting  in  the  new  world  and  the  old,  and  at  the 
battle  of  Malplaquet  had  been  carried  olf  the  field  for 
dead.     He  was  brave,  loyal  and  fond  of  adventure,  and 
to  h,.s  experience  in   the  army   he  had   added  eighteen 
years  ,n  the  forest.    He  had  witnessed  the  annual  arrival 
ot  tar-off  Indian  tribes  with  their  bundles  of  fui-s    lu.d 
caught  the  rumors  of  the  great  ....  that  lav  beyond 'and 
as    they   departed   towards    the    .^.fting   sun,    his    heari 
yearned  to  follow  them  to  their  distant  villages      \s  he 
sat  in  his  lonely  cabin  at  Xepigon,  wand.Tcd  throu-h  the 
dense  forest,  or  listened  to  the  tales  of  the  India.rs    the 
great  beyond  beckoned  to  him  to  come  and  lift  the'  veil 
that  shrouded  in  mystery  the  (Jreat  Western  Sea,  whose 
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shores  no  white  man  yet  had  reached  by  an  overland 
route  across  the  continent. 

This  solitary  occupant  of  the  little  log  hut  built  on 
the  verge  of  that  great  unknown  region  was  Pierre 
(lautier  do  Varcnues  do  la  Vereudrye.  Chafing  under  his 
confiuoniciit  until  he  could  no  longer  restrain  his  burn- 
ing desire  for  discovery,  he  set  out  in  1731  to  lay  his 
plans  ])efore  (Jovernor  Beauharnois  at  Quebec,  who  was 
favorably  di.spo.sed  towards  the  project  and  entertained 
him  for  some  time  as  a  guest  at  the  Chateau.  The  Gov- 
ernment could  not  be  moved  to  grant  him  any  financial 
assistance,  but  informed  him  that  he  might  embark  upon 
his  voyage  of  discovery  and  could  enjoy  a  monopoly  of 
tbe  fur  trade  of  all  new  territories  opened  up  by  him. 
This  might  have  been  a  strong  inducement  to  some,  but 
to  the  man  whose  chief  aim  was  discovery  it  meant  that 
he  must  be  a  trader  first  and  a  discoverer  afterwards, 
and  this  was  not  to  his  desire,  as  it  called  for  months, 
perhaps  years,  of  delay  in  building  up  a  trade  before  he 
would  be  able  to  devote  himself  to  the  main  object  he 
had  in  view.  Hampered  as  he  was  by  such  conditions, 
he  looked  about  for  the  means  of  equipping  his  expedi- 
tion, and  found  the  Quebec  merchants  ready  to  advance 
the  supplies  iipon  the  usual  terms  of  collecting  the  furs 
and  forwarding  them  to  his  creditors  to  meet  his  pay- 
ments. He  set  out  in  May,  1732,  and  in  eleven  weeks' 
time,  after  a  short  rest  at  Michillimackinac,  he  reached 
Kaministiquia.  Thus  far  they  travelled  over  a  compara- 
tively familiar  route,  but  during  the  latter  part  of  it 
encountered  very  rough  weather  upon  the  lake.  The  real 
expedition  of  discovery  was  to  begin  at  this  point,  but, 
instead  of  finding  his  men  eager  to  proceed,  they  rebelled 


•'i;5>:.^^';-iri-i;..^il 


m^i^~^^t7M^'. 


.■X 


THE    PKAIRIE    PROVJNCES 


63 


farther  that  s(vison 


agaiust  the  proposal  to  go  ? 

the  prospect  of  finding  tho..........  ..  ,„,  ^,,,,,,,.,,  ^^ 

the  approach  of  wmter  with  no  certain  n.eans  of  ward- 

of  h,s  ro,,«^,,,,  to  continue  the  journey  under  the  com- 
'"aml  of  h.s   nephew  Jemmeraie,  while   the  other  half 
romain.-d  belund  to  spend  the  winter  at  Kan.inisti<inia 
'J-""---  pu.sh,.d   forward   with   his   little   hand,     nd' 
m,clnng  Kan,v  Lake,  eonstrndcd  Fort  St.  Piorn'  nea,: 
the  site  of  the  present  town  of  Fort  Frances,  tl.;  fir 
permanent   trading  pest   wast  of  Lake   Superior.     T 
neighlK)nn.^  Crc.s  fiock.xl  to  the  little  for    with  gre. 
bale.s  of  furs    only  too  glad  to  find  a  „.arket  at  TeL 
very   door.      The   trade   was   so    brisk    that    before     h 
umter  passed  the  supply  of  goods  had  been  exhausted 
^'"d  as  soon  as  the  lakes  were  free  of  i.-e  dean    tl^e  ex 
Porer's  eldest  son,  set  out  for  Michillin.aelon  'e  Jo  e  -" 
change  the  beaver  skins  already  obtained  for  all 
■'iupply  of  nurrhandise. 

The  father  meanwhile  n.oved  out  of  his  winter  quar 
ters,  and  on  July  14th  reached  Fort  St  Pierre  0.^ 
after  himself.  The  Indians  welcomed  e  rder:h' 
was  introducing  the  new  order  of  things,  and  ^tt'e  d 
to  furnish  him  with  an  escort  to  Lake  of  the  wLds 
They  did  not  need  to  repeat  the  offer,  as  he  had  aTre'dv' 
een  n.arking  time  for  nearly  a  year.'  Jean  h  d  not': 

hid  his"      '' •  ""^'■°"'^^'  '^"PP^^-'  -^'  ^^  h  "gh 
•   an  ^   supply  of  provisions,  his  dream  of  that  (ireat 

^'T.'ZT7't'  ^"  ^^'^^  --id-ations  andt 

t  out  at  onee^    In  the  van  on  either  flank  moved  fiftv 

^"vly  decH)rated  eanoes,  a  guard  of  honor  for  the  great 
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wliiU'  chicftiiin.     To  the  rhythmic  strokes  of  the  dusky 
l)Oiit!iicn  the  llotilhi  entered  the  Lake  of  the  Wootls  and 
jrlided   .'ilnng  the  shores  of  the   wooded   ish\nds,   which 
fiirnii-hed  a  welcoiiio  shelter  from  tlie  bhizing  midsummer 
sun.     As  they  reached  the  western  shore  the  escort  left 
to  prepare  for  the  winter  hunt,  and  Verendrye  began 
the  constru.-tion  of  the  second  of  the  series  of  trading 
posts,  the  landmarks  of  advancing  civilization,  and,  in 
honor  of  his  patron,  the  Covernor,  he  christened  it  Fort 
St.  Charles.     Thus,  step  by  step,  could  he  have  followed 
up  his  plan  if  he  had  received  the  need'cd  assistance,  but 
tli(>   terms   imposed   upon   him   re(iuired  that  the  expe- 
dition   should    l)i;    self-supporting.      The    merchants   at 
Montreal  cared  little  fe.-  the  Western  Sea,  so  long  as 
they  received  in  furs  a  fair  return  for  the  goods  sup- 
plied by  them.     Verendrye  cared  little  for  the  furs,  ex- 
cept as  a  means  to  the  end  he  had  in  view.     So  far  the 
returns  from  the  fur  trade  had  not  met  the  expenses, 
and,  although  Jean  had  brought  ku'k  sonu)  merchandise 
and  provisions  from  Michillimackinac,  yet  it  was  wholly 
inadiMiuate  to   meet  their   wants   for  mere   than  a  few- 
months.    Even  to-day,  with  all  our  modern  conveniences 
in  travel,   a  trip   from  Winnipeg  to  :\rontreal  is  con- 
sidered quite  an   undertaking,  and  to  attempt  it   in  a 
canoe  would  appear  nothing  short  of  madness.     If  we 
could  picture  to  ourselves  the  difficulties  of  travel  one 
hundred  and  eighty  ye  .rs  ago,  bearing  in  mind  that  no 
towns  and  villages  along  the  way  were  ready  to  cater  to 
the  weary  traveller  and  that  every  bend  in  the  river  wa~ 
likely  to  disclose  a  hostile  band  of  savages  waiting  to 
add  more  scalps  to  their  belts,  we  could  the  better  apprc 
ciate  the  explorer's  frame  of  mind,  when  he  foimd  i! 
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pcrsu.' 


mere 


npcessary  to  despatch  hi 
perilous  trip  to  endeavor 
forward  him  more  goods. 

u^^!'o?^J'T""^''''  "^''"^'^  Verendrye  remairetl  at 
l^ort  St.  Charles,  but  sent  Jean  forward  to  complete  one 
"lore  step  in  the  western  advance.  This  he  did  by  eon- 
sfruetirifr  F„rt  Maurepas,  on  Lake  Winnipc- 

Jemmerai,.  returned  with  the  disheartenin-  n.-ws  that 
the  merchauts  refu.scd  further  as.sistan.-e.     Another  win- 
ter was  pa.s.sed  in  comparative  idleness,  and  the  unnaid 
royageurs  were  loud  in  their  complaints.   With  the  open- 
ing of  sprin-  came  the  opportunity  for  pushing  forward 
but  nothing  could  be  done  in  the  wildernes.s  with  fifty 
men  face  to  face  with  a  threatened  famine.    The  remain- 
ing supplies  were  divided  and  the  fifty  men  distributed 
among  the  three  forts,  and  the  undaunted  Verendrye 
him.sc  f  undertook  the  long  voyage  to  the  St.  Lawrence 
0  seek  further  aid.     More  valuable  time  was  wasted,  a 
long  and  arduous  trip  performed,  and  all  the  while  a 
restless  retinue  had  to  be  maintained  at  an  enormous 
expense,  r.ecause  of  the  lack  of  means  to  carrj-  out  his 
plans. 

The  Governor  received  him  kindly  and  again  insisted 
upon  his  spending  the  winter  at  the  Chateau.    While  the 
.'h.ef  executive  sympathized  with  Venmdrye  in  his  finan- 
al  difBculties,  he  was  unable  to  obtain  any  grant  from 
IH'  Crown,  as  France  in  this,  as  in  most  matters  apper- 
taniing  to  the  colony,  did  not  awaken  to  the  importance 
of  the  real  question  at  stake  until  it  was  too  late  to  re 
neve  the  lost  ground.    She  was  ever  ready  to  assert  her 
ft  e  to  the  new  territories  discovered  by  her  loyal  and 
<""thus,astic  sons,  but  very  slow  to  give  assistance  in  the 
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prosocutioti  of  tliosc  discoveries.  It  surpasses  our  com- 
preliension  that  a  government,  recklessly  extravagant  in 
some  respects,  could  sit  idly  by  and  see  the  boundaries 
of  New  France  expanding  in  all  directions  through  pri- 
vate eutorprisf,  and  too  freqwntly  at  the  cost  of  the 
lives  and  fortunes  of  her  explorers,  and  stubbornly  re- 
fuse to  open  her  coffers  to  assist  them.  The  merchants, 
who  quite  naturally  regarded  their  investments  solely 
from  Ji  business  point  of  view,  grumbled  at  their  losses, 
but  rather  than  lose  what  was  already  invested  they  con- 
sented to  make  further  advances.  Verendrye  hastened 
back,  leaving  the  supplies  to  follow,  and  reached  Fort 
St.  Charles  in  September,  1735. 

Winter  set  in  earlier  than  usual  and  with  it  a  series 
of  calamities  that  would  have  driven  to  despair  a  less 
tenacious  and  determined  leader.  Jermneraie  had  become 
anxious  over  the  long  absence  of  his  uncle  and,  setting 
out  to  meet  him  and  help  bring  in  the  supplies,  he  died 
upon  the  way.  The  expected  goods  could  not  be  for- 
warded over  the  ice-boimd  rivers,  and  the  garrisons  at 
the  three  new  forts  suffered  all  the  pangs  of  a  winter 
famine.  Even  the  forest  and  lakes,  which  ordinarily 
never  failed  to  yield  a  bountiful  supply  of  game  and  fish, 
seemed  to  conspire  against  the  starving  Frenchmen. 
Only  by  the  strictest  economy  and  short  rations  did  they 
manage  to  survive  the  long  and  severe  winter,  and  during 
the  last  stages  their  dogs  and  moccasins  and  such  roots 
as  they  could  dig  out  of  the  frozen  ground  all  found 
their  way  to  the  stew  kettles  to  eke  out  their  scanty  fare. 
But  the  heaviest  blow  was  yet  to  follow,  and  that,  too,  at 
a  time  when  they  had  reason  to  believe  that  fortune  had 
already  decreed  her  worst.    Early  in  June  Jean  Vdren- 
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drye,  w^ho  had  pi-oven  hi,„.s...|f  a  great  souivt-  of  strrugth 
to  his  father,  particularly  since  the  loss  of  Jemmerai.. 
•set  out  for  Mieliilliinaekinae  for  more  wares  to   harfer 
With  the  Indians,  for  as  yet  no  won!  had  rea-hed  Uwm 
of  the  eanoes  fro.n  Montreal.     The  party  consisted  of 
'f"^n,  twenty  roijaycurs  and  Father  Aulnoau,  who,  the 
year  before,  had  returned  with  Verendrye  from  Uuebe.- 
to  as.suu.e  the  duties  of  chaph.in  of  the  expt^lition.     With 
Ught   hearts  they   iiuuvhed   out  of  fh..   fort,   look   their 
pim-es  ,n   the  canoes,  and,   waving  a   farewell   to   their 
riends  upon  the  shore,  plied  their  swift  paddJes  in  time 
0  their  rollicking  boat-song,  little  dreaming  the  awful 
tate  that  await<3d  them.    At  the  end  of  that  day's  jour- 
ney, while  sleeping  about  their  camp  fire,  a  band  of 
Sioux  crept  silently  upon  them  and  mas.saered  the  entire 
party.    The  decapitated  bodies  and  the  mutilated  lieads 
of  the  unoffending  victims  were  reverently  borne  to  Fort 
St.  Char les  and  interred  in  one  grave  beneath  the  chapel 
Within  the  la«t  few  months  the  ghastly  relics  of  this 
-•rue    tragedy  were  discovered  wher.'  they  had  heen  laid 
nearly  two  hundred  years  before. 

Thi.s  last  crushing  blow  stagger.'d  the  already  care- 
worn lather,  who  had  been  accustomed  to  divide  the  bur- 
d''"  of  his  undertaking  with  his  nephew  and  .son  The 
los«  was  telt  the  more  keenly  as  it  proved  to  be  an  un- 
necessary errand,  for  a  week  after  the  new.s  of  the  mas- 
«.>re  reached  them  the  supplies  from  Montreal  arrived 
•"  ':f'arge  of  his  youngest  son,  Louis.  Trade  with  the 
Indians  was  renewed  at  all  three  posts.    Verendrye  him- 

ot  a  I  the  goods  his  partners  had  sent  him.     He  would 
?la.lly  have  eontmucd  his  progress  westward,  but  he  was 
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pledged  to  look  well  after  the  trade,  so  baek  again  he 
hurried  to  Montreal  with  such  heavy  cargoes  of  furs  that 
the  merehants  readily  advanced  him  a  fresh  supply.  He 
spent  the  winter  of  1738  again  with  the  fjovernor  at 
Quebec  and  by  S(>pteiiiber  1st  was  back  again  at  Port 
Manrepas.  We  may  see  already  the  cfTn't  of  the  onerous 
conditions  imposed  upon  him.  Three  times  since  first 
setting  out  the  trip  to  Quebec  has  been  repeated,  once  by 
his  nephew  and  twice  by  hims^^lf,  and  enou'jfh  di.stance 
was  covered  in  these  three  journeys  to  carry  him  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean  and  ba'-k  again.  Owing  to  the  lack  of 
means  we  find  him  still  at  Fort  Maurepas,  not  one  step 
farther  west  than  had  been  reached  by  Jean  four  years 
before. 

For  the  first  time  for  four  ye.irs  the  pathway  was  open 
before  him,  no  obstacles  seemed  to  bar  his  farther  pro- 
gress, and  he  losit  no  time  in  getting  under  way.  The 
Red  River  empties  into  Lake  "Winnipeg  not  far  from  the 
site  of  Fort  Manrepas,  so  out  nj>on  its  waters  glided  the 
canoes  of  the  impatient  explorer  once  more  onward 
bound  for  the  Great  Western  Sea.  Reaching  the  Forks, 
the  confluence  of  the  Red  and  the  Assiniboine,  he  called  a 
halt,  for  with  a  prophetic  eye  he  siaw  that  here  was  the 
natural  gathering-place  for  the  trade  of  the  vast  area 
traversed  by  these  two  streams.  A  small  Indian  encamp- 
ment on  the  south  bank  was  the  only  sign  of  human 
habitation;  but  far  out  on  the  rollinjr  prairies,  revelling 
in  the  rank  grass,  great  herds  of  fat  buffalo  lumbered 
lazily  along  until  startled  by  the  approaching  hunter, 
when  they  broke  into  a  furious  gallop,  shaking  the  ver\- 
earth  in  their  onward  rush.  Here,  under  the  name  of 
Fort  Rouge,  he  aurriedly  put  together  a  rough  cabin, 
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from  which  insignificant  beginning  has  arisen  the  city  of 
Winxiapeg  He  did  not  tarry  long  at  the  point,  but, 
choosing  the  northerly  branch,  the  Assiniboine,  the  c^anoe^ 
were  launched  again,  and  once  more  the  journey  west- 
ward was  resumed.  ^ 

The  travellers  were  now  in  th.^  land  of  the  As«iniboines 
who  flocked  to  the  river  banks  and  gazed  in  wondTr' 
/I  upon    he  white  men.     The  soldier,  lightened  the  cano 

by  .alking  over  the  prairie,  jostles!  by  the  curious  In- 
dians and  joining  with  them  in  the  buffalo  chase     Thus 

z  :.::rt'p"/°""^"!  ''^  ^'^"^-^  ^'-  Assinibome  i 

of  f)     I         T^"  ^'"  ^^''''''''-    ^'  ''^'  ^^^^'  the  month 
of  October,  and  winter  would  soon  be  upon  them.    The 

men  set  to  work  with  a  will,  gathered  timbers  from  the 

hape,  and  put  them  into  place;  and  in  ten  days'  time 

hey  were  comfortably  settled  in  Fort  La  Reine,  wS 

.narked  one  more  step  in  the  white  man's  weste;n  prt 

The  Indujn  at  his  best  was  an  unreliable  authority 
regarding  distant  lands  and  people,  as  his  information 
too  frequently   was   handed  down   from  generation   to 
generation,  pacing  scores  of  times  f,.m  mouth  to  noutl 
one  varying  a  little  in  detail  to  suit  his  particut; 
t.ne>.     Ihe  tepees  of  the  Assiniboines  dotted  the  plains 
ubou    the  new  :ort,  and  from  them  Verendrve    ea  n^ 
he  story  that  a  tribe  of  Indians,  the  Mandan;,  dw  11^1 
pon  the  bank,  of  the  Missouri,  were  aceustomek  to  tra^: 
^  another  tribe  who  dwelt  upon  the  shores  of  a  grea 

rf-  .  *"'  ^'^  '  '''^''  "°^t«ble  foundation  upon 
which  to  b.se  any  definite  conclusion.  Had  the  ller 
Kept  du.  wast  his  course  to  the  Pacific  would  have  bel 
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greatly  shortened,  but  having  no  certJiin  knowledge  of 
the  eoast  line  of  the  great  swilt  se.-i,  ho  eoulcl  not  do  other- 
wise than  act  upon  the  only  information  that  was  avail- 
able.   The  autumn  leaves  were  turning  when,  with  fifty 
picked  Frenehmen  and  his  two  eldest  sons,  Pierre  and 
Frani^'ois,  he  left  Fort  La  Reine  for  the  :Mandans.    The 
Assinil)oiiu'9  to  the   number  of  one  hundred  or  more 
struck  their  tepees,  and  from  mingled  motives  of  curi- 
osity  jmd  respect   followed   the   Frenehmen,   tMvking  all 
their  worldly  possessions  with  them.    For  several  weeks 
they  moved  along  over  the  prairie  towards  the  Missouri, 
meeting  here  and  there  a  small  encampment  or  hunting 
party  of  the  same  tribe,  who  joined  their  brethren  to 
swell  the  procession,  which  numbered  nearly  seven  hun- 
dred souls  when  on  December  3rd,  1738,  Verendrye  was 
ceremoniously  conducted   by   the  Mandan  chiefs   to   a 
large  mud  council  chamber  in  the  centre  of  the  village. 
Clustered  about  were  the  huts  of  the  villagers,  resem- 
bling huge  bee-hives,  differing  in  construction  from  any 
Indian  habitation  the  white  men  had  ever  visited.    The 
walls  were  of  earth,  two  or  three  feet  thick,  reinforced 
by  poles  and  willow  branche.s.     Around  the  village  was 
a  ditch  and  stockade  in  the  construction  of  which  con- 
siderable  skill    was   displayed.      In     common     with     all 
Indian  tribes— and  we  might  add  civilized  n-.itions  even 
of  to-day— the  Maudans  deemed  the  stomach   the  most 
fitting  channel   through   which   to   reach   the   hearts  of 
their  guests.     Feast  followed   feast   in   such   rapid  suc- 
ci'ssion  that  the  Frenchmen  found  little  time  to  prose- 
cute their  en(iuiries  about  the  long-sought  Western  Sea, 
iiiul  the  horde  of  Assinilwines  who  had  accompanied  them 
revelled  in  llie  good  things  provided  through  the  hospi- 
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tality  of  tlie  villagors.  In  the  midst  of  the  nvels  the 
j.rew-nts  Verendryc  had  l)rought  with  him  for  distribu- 
tion among  the  Indians  mysti'riously  di.Mippcared,  and 
Ids  interpreter  eloped  witii  an  As.siuif>oiiie  maiden.  These 
two  mishaps,  if  such  th.'y  may  he  termed,  were  mure 
w^rious  than  might  at  fir.st  appc  p,  so  serious  indeed  that 
he  concluded  to  abandon  the  voyage  for  the  time,  and 
immediately  set  out  for  Fort  La  Reinr-,  having  two  of 
his  party  to  winter  with  the  Mandans  and  n.'(iuire  their 
language.  He  now  began  to  feel  the  effects  of  a  life  of 
toil  and  exposure,  and  ids  strong  fram.-  was  bending 
under  the  strain.  Travelling  in  midwinter  wa.s  burden- 
some enough  at  its  best,  but  to  a  man  fiftj'-four  years  of 
age,  racked  with  pain  and  consumed  with  fever,  Hie 
journey  proved  very  trying;  but  h.>  plodded  on  through 
blizzards  and  snowdrifts,  and  reachni  his  destination  on 
February  11th,  1739. 

In  the  following  September  the  two  Frenchmen  who 
had  been  left  behind  returned  to  Fort  La  Reine  and 
reported  that  during  their  stay  with  the  Mandans  they 
had  met  an  Indian  chief  of  a  strange  tribe  who  professed 
to  be  able  to  conduct  them  to  the  shores  of  the  great  salt 
sea.  He  had  further  described  the  white  .nen  living 
along  the  coast,  who  answered  so  well  the  description 
"f  the  Spaniards  in  Oaliiornia  that  the  two  interpreters 
iiiid  Pierre  Verendrye  were  sent  to  follow  up  the  due; 
iMit,  as  no  guides  could  be  obtained  to  conduct  thern^ 
they  returned  again  from  the  :\ran(lMn  villages  no  wiser 
than  before. 

It  was  the  spring  of  1742  before  another  attempt  was 
made,  and  this  time  there  were  only  four  Frenchmen  in 
the  party  under  the  leadership  of  the  two  sons,  Pierre 
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aiwl  the  (Mu'ViiliiT.  They  inado  straight  f(tr  their  old 
friends  the  Maudan.s,  who  in  formed  thoiii  tluit  they 
expet'ted  soon  to  receive  a  vi.Nit  fn)ni  a  fri-'udly  tribe,  the 
lloriie  Indians,  who  would  Ruide  them  to  the  I'acitic 
Oeean ;  but  they  thenist'lvcN  would  not  venture  to  do  so 
through  fear  of  their  here  litury  enemies  the  Sioux.  The 
impatient  travellers  watched  the  weeks  and  months  roll 
by  with  no  sign  of  tlu?  tribe  from  whom  they  expected 
such  important  aid.  Securing?  two  guides,  they  set  out 
towards  the  west  not  knowing  whither  their  course  would 
lead  them,  but  they  cherished  the  hope  that  they  would 
fall  in  with  some  wan<lering  band  that  would  help  them 
out  of  their  ditliculty.  For  three  weeks  the  little  party 
jogged  along  over  the  prairie,  now  breaking  into  a  sharp 
gallop  as  they  descried  against  the  horizon  some  dark 
moving  objects  which  they  easily  mistook  for  mounted 
horsemen  but  which  proved  to  be  a  herd  of  buflfalo. 
Occasionally  they  would  digress  from  their  course  and 
follow  up  a  stream,  to  meet  another  disappointment  as  a 
group  of  startled  antelope  scampered  up  the  banks  and 
bounded  away  through  the  tall  grass. 

They  had  reached  the  Powder  River  range,  and,  select- 
ing a  conspicuous  mound,  upon  it  they  pitehed  their  tent, 
and  for  five  weeks  the  smoke  of  their  camp-fire  —  a  well- 
known  signal  among  all  Indian  tribes  —  failed  to  bring 
any  response.  At  the  end  of  the  fifth  week  their  patience 
was  rewardtid  by  seeing  an  answering  eoluiiin  of  smoke  a 
few  miles  distant  which  proved  to  be  from  the  camp  of  a 
band  of  Les  Beaux  llommes  Indians.  They  welcomed 
the  Fren'chmen,  who  with  difficulty  explained  that  they 
were  searching  for  the  Horse  trib(>.  One  of  thft  Mand.'ui 
guides  had  «le.serted  some  weeks  before  and  the  other  had 
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fled  in  fright  upon  discov.'ring  tlwit  the  new  arrivals 
were  enemies  of  their  tribe,  thus  lenvinp  the  party  with- 
out an   interpreter.     This   wandering'   band   were  quite 
rontent  with  their  surroundinirs,  as  jyame  was  plentiful, 
the    pasturage    exe.'llent,    and    the     warm     Septeiiilwr 
weather  all  that  could  be  desired.     It  was  thrw  weeks 
before  a  nuMd)er  of  th»'  young  braves  could  be  prevailed 
upon  to  act  as  guides.     After  several  days'  travel  in  a 
southwesterly   direction    they   reaoh-'d   a   village  of  the 
Horse   Irulians.      They    eagerly    questional     the    chief 
about  the  great  salt  sea,  and  bitter  was  their  disappoint- 
ment when  lie  disclaimed  any  definite  knowledge  of  it; 
but  he  was  prepared  with  the  sam<'  old  familiar  story 
whieh,  like  the  will-o'-the-wisp,  had  f(.r  years  lured  on 
the  weary  travellers.     If  th.>  Frenchmen  would  continue 
on  a  few  suns  farther  to  the  southwest  they  would  meet 
a  tril>e,  the  Bow  Indians,  who  eouM  surely  jwint  the  way 
to  the  o<'ean.    On  they  went,  and  reached  the  Bows  juilt 
as  they  were  fitting  out  upon  an  cx{M'dition  against  the 
Snakes,  a  fierce  mountain  tribe  who  a  few  months  before 
had   surprised   and   slaughtered   or   carried    away   into 
slavery  the  entire  p()j)ulati')n   of  seventeen   villages  of 
their  neighbors  the  Ilors.'  Indians.     The  white  men  were 
invitiHl  to  joni  them,  an<l  were  a.s.sured  that  when  they 
readied  the  mountains  they  would  be  able  to  look  down 
upon  the  waters  of  the  gr.>at  .sea.     Eagerly  they  joined 
the  motley  cavalcade,  which  stretched  out  for  nu'les  upon 
the  plains.     Horses  ami  dogs   were   the  chief   burden- 
bearers.     The  ends  of  two  of  the  poh-^  thnt  formed  the 
framework  of  the  tepees  were  la.shed  to  the  sides  of  the 
animals,  while  the  free  ends  dragged  upon  the  groujid. 
The  skins  used  for  the  covering  of  these  primitive  tents 
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were  fastened  to  the  poles,  and  in  the  hollow  thus  formed 
were  packed  the  effects  of  the  family,  surmounted  by  a 
chubby  papoose  or  some  other  member  of  the  household 
for  whom  a  separate  mount  could  not  be  provided.  West- 
ward they  moved,  joined  from  time  to  time  upon  the 
march  by  friendly  bands,  all  bent  upon  wreaking  a  ter- 
rible venpeance  upon  their  common  foe  the  Snakes. 
Leaving  the  women,  children,  and  old  men  in  a  sheltered 
spot  among  the  low  ranges  of  the  foot-hills,  the  warriors 
hastened  forward  towards  the  Kook'es,  hoping  to  sur- 
prise the  enemy:  })ut  none  of  theni  appeared,  although 
traces  of  a  recent  encampment  were  found.  The  allies, 
fearing  that  the  Snakes  might,  by  a  circuitous  route, 
reach  their  unprote<'ted  families  in  the  foot-hills,  hur- 
riedly retraced  their  steps.  The  Chevalier  had  gone 
forw.ird  with  the  younger  men  on  the  war-path,  leaving 
bis  younger  brother  behind  in  charge  of  the  baggage  ;  and 
now,  as  he  stood  at  the  foot  of  the  snow-capped  barriers 
that  alone,  as  lie  believed,  concealed  from  him  a  view  of 
the  rolling  billows  of  the  long-sought  sea,  he  yearned  to 
scnlc  those  glitti'ring  peaks  and  fea-st  his  eyes  upon  the 
Welcome  scene,  that  he  might  return  to  his  father  with 
the  gladsoiiic  news.  The  Indians  wert>  obdurate  and 
would  listen  to  no  argumciils  for  a  farther  advance,  so  he 
!'(^lu('tantly  abniidoned  for  tlie  time  the  one  great  purpose 
to  wliieji  father  and  sons  had  consecrated  their  lives.  Th<> 
gri;it  .sea  had  not  beiMi  found,  but  they  had  traced  from 
its  ejistern  limit  to  its  western  bouiuls  that  great  inhun' 
s<'a  (iF  prairie  whose  golden  waves  of  ripening  wheat  now 
yield  th(>  richest  harvest  of  the  world. 

The  camp  was  reached  and  found  to  l>e  secure,  and, 
although  it  wiis  midwinter,  the  long  march  was  resumed. 
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As  they  nearcd  the  Missouri  tlie  white  men  parted  com- 
pany with  the  Bows,  who  regretfully  bade  them  farewell, 
and  their  sorrow  at  losing  such  esteemed  companions 
eould  only  be  appeased  by  a  promise  upon  the  part  of 
the  Frenchmen  to  retarn  again  to  their  villages.  The 
object  of  this  digression  was  to  visit  the  Choke-cherry 
Indians  — so  named  from  the  extensive  use  made  by 
them  of  this  wild  fruit  as  an  article  of  food.  With  this 
tribe  they  remained  until  April;  then,  following  up  th-- 
Missouri,  they  reached  the  Mandans  in  May,  and,  as 
they  had  already  been  absent  more  than  a  vear,  they 
rasted  but  a  few  days,  then,  resuming  their  journey, 
entered  the  gates  of  Fort  U\  Reine  on  July  2nd,  1743. 

The  father's  anxiety  was  relieved  by  tlie  safe  return 
of  his  sons,  whose  long  absence  had  caused  him  consid- 
erable uneasiness,  and  he  eagerly  listened  to  the  story 
of  their  experiences. 

The  rct'-ns  from  the  fur  trade  had  not  satisfied  his 
creditors,  and  rival  traders  did  not  scruple  to  accuse  him 
of  private  sptn-ulations  to  the  prejudice  of  the  partner- 
ship biusiness.     (Jovernor  Heauharnois  and  his  successor 
Galissoniere,   l)oth   upl.eUl   Vereudrye,   but   their   moral 
support  was  all  the  assistance  they  could  render  him. 
He  however  succeeded  in  collecting  another  supply  of 
goods  preparatory   for   anothe.-   trip,   as   he   had  again 
returned  to  the  Kast.     Th.^e  suppli.^.  w<.re  forward<Hl  to 
Ills  posts,  and  he  was  about  to  follow  tlcm  in  one  final 
effort  to  reach  the  goa'.  he  had  sought  so  long;  but  the 
rough  experienccri  of  a  life  dcvoti-d  to  the  welfare  of  a 
thankU^ss  country  had   racked  that   rugged   frame   and 
undermined  his  iron  constitution.     In  tardy  recognition 
of  his  valuable  services,  France  lionored  him  with  the 
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cross  of  the  Order  of  St.  Louis,  1749,  but,  with  his  task 
undone,  he  died  in  December  of  the  same  year.  His 
task  undone?  No!  True,  he  went  to  his  grave  bowed 
down  with  disappointment,  but  he  could  have  closed 
his  eyes  with  the  comfort  and  satisfaction  of  having 
done  a  noble  work  could  he  have  foreseen  the  prosperous 
cities  rising  upon  the  foundations  laid  by  him,  the  great 
overland  railways  now  traversing  his  lonely  trails,  and 
the  happy  nations  now  peopling  the  plains  that  he  and 
his  faithful  sons  were  the  first  to  cross  to  their  western 

boundary. 

Ilis  sons  endeavored   to  carry  oti   the  work  of  their 
father,  but  unfortunately  La  Galissonicre  vus  recalled  to 
France,  and  the  A.  iniuis  de  la  Jonquiere  was  appointed 
Governor  and   Francois  Bigot  Tntcndant.     This  worthy 
pair,  regardless  of  their  own  official  duties  and  with  no 
respect  for  the  rights  of  the  heirs  of  the  dead  explorer, 
found  a  ready  tool  in  M.  de  Saint  Pierre  to  rob  the 
Verendryc  brothers  of  the  fruits  of  the  lal)or  of  their 
father  and  themselves-.     Tn  vain  du.  the  sons  asL  for  a 
renewjil    to   them   of   the   coinniission   granted   to    their 
fathiT,  with  the  privileges  accompanying  it.     The  forts 
they  had  bnilt  with  th<>ir  own  hands  were  eontiscnted. 
together  with  the  goods  their  father  had  sent  forward 
for  use  upon  the  expedition  he  had  in  cont'Miiplation  at 
the  time  of  his  death.     For  three  years,  from   1750  to 
175:?    Saint  Pierre,  making  his  head<iuartcrs  at  Fort  La 
Reine,  carried  on  an  Irregnlar  trade  with  the  neighboring 
Lidians,  and  sent  a  siiiall  party  up  the  Saskatchewan, 
which  had  previously  been  discovered  by  the  Chevalier 
de  la  Ver^iidrye.     On  the  site  of  the  present  city  of 
Calgary  they  built  a  femall  fort  which  they  named  Fort 
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La  Jonquiere.  Saint  Pierre  was  not  long  in  learning 
that  the  pathway  of  the  fur-trader  and  explorer  was 
strewn  >vith  many  obsta<!les  that  he  had  not  anticipated 
More  than  once  he  and  his  followers  wore  reduced  to  the 
verge  of  starvation ;  sickness  deprived  him  of  the  services 
of  some  01  his  ablest  men,  and  he  was  constantly  in 
trouble  with  the  Indians. 

Already  the  presence  of  the  English  at  Hudson  Bay 
began  to  be  felt,  and  he  attributeil  the  hostile  attitude 
of  the  western  tribes  to  the  influence  of  the  agents  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Con.pany.  He  had  stifled  the  progress  of 
the  Verendrye  brothers,  had  accomplished  little  himself 
and  m  the  spring  of  1753  was  glad  to  quit  Fort  La 
Reine,  which  the  Indians  burned  to  the  ground  imme- 
diately after  his  departure. 
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With   tho   fall   of   (^uohcc   l)t«raii    the   (Irclini-  of   tlie 
French  fur-triidors,  and   for  a   time  tho   Hudson's   Bay 
Company's  stort'lioiiscs  wire  packer!  to  tlic  rafters  witli 
the  prodiu't.s  of  the  hunt.     The  ealliii^'  of  the  coitfi  urs  ilr 
hois  was  jrone,  and,  aecustoiucd  as  they  were  to  .spi-ndini,' 
months  upon  the  trail,  they  were  ill-suitod  to  the  life  of 
the  Inthihitil :  hut  they  must  choosr  hctween  the  eivilized 
s.'ttlers  and  the  savages.     With  the  latter  many  of  them 
cast  their  lot,  often  carrying'  with  them  the  worst  vii-cs 
of  their  own  race.     With  no  other  home  tluwi  the  shiftini; 
wijrwam  ami  no  hi'jhcr  aim  in  life  tlian  the  beasts  they 
hunte<l  in   the  forest,  they  lost   all  traces  of  civilization 
and  sank  to  the  level  of  the  Indian,  with  hut  few  of  his 
redeeming,'    features.      The   descendants   of   tlieir    mi.ved 
marriages,  in  many  itistanccs  inheriting  the  worst  ouai- 
ities  of  lM»th   races,   formed   no  small   proportion   of   the 
.l/W/s  or  liois-hnih's  (Charcoal  Faces)  who  in  after  years 
<'lustered  about  the  trading-posts  of  the  Xorth-West   Fur 
Company  and  proveil  such  a  m>  uace  to  th'  white  setthTs 
of  the  Ixed  River  Colony. 

For  sitveral  years  prior  to  tiie  conijucst  a  thrifty  class 
of  Scotch  Ilighlaiidci-s  had  found  their  way  to  Canada, 
and  now  that  the  obno.xious  licensing  system  of  the 
French  no  longer  hamixre.l  the  trade,  they  saw  the  pros- 
inn- 1  of  protitable  returns  from  a  trip  to  the  North-West. 
They    were  soon   joined    by    a    numlM^r  of  discharged 
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soldiers  from  the  disbanded   British  n-i,nents.     These 
irregular  traders  sought  to  gather  up  the  loose  ends  of 
the  disorganized  French  trade,  but  without  the  aid  of  the 
coureurs  dv  bois  the  Indians  could  not  be  easily  reached 
and  there  was  at  that  tin.,  but  little  in  co.n.uon  between' 
the   KuglKsh   trader  and   the  French    bushranger      The 
ndians  too  were  not  easily  reconciled  to  the  changes  in 
he  Last,  which  eut  the,,,  off  fro,,,  their  old  f,-iends,  and 
their  antipathy  to  the  conquerors  was  „,anifcsted  in  the 
mysterious  d,sappea,-anc,.  of  scores  of  .letenceless  traders 
and  euhninatcl  in  all  its  savage  fu,-y  in  the  treaeherous 
massaere  of  the  garrison   at   .Mi..hilli,„aekinac   in   17G;{ 
Ihe  best  of  the  furs  still  found  lh,.ir  way  to  the  forts  on 
Hudson  Hay,  and  the  ••on.pany,  encouraged  by  the  enor- 
n.ous  profit.s,  increased  the  number  of  their  factories  and 
pushcl    farther   into   th.>   interior   to   chc.-l<    the   steady 
iuivance  of  the  persevering  Scot.-hnien  lVo,„  Q„,bec  and 
-Montreal.    Thus  they  cn.joycd  a  pn.etieal  monopoly  until 
1/^4.  when  a  more  fonnidabl..  rival,  the  Xorth-West  Fur 
Conipany,  e,itcred  the  field. 

.lo.s.-ph  and  Menjaniin  Frobislier  and  Simon  MeTavish 
"a,„e.s  that  recall  niany  an  exciting  seene.  ^^vve  the  lead- 
ing spirits  in  this  new  enterprise  which  iv.sulted  in  the 
formation  of  a   partnership   without   any   original   cash 
capital,  to  which  eaeh  member  contributed  a  due  projx.r- 
tion  of  the  .supi)lics  neces.sa,-y  for  the  western  t.-ade  and 
shared    p,-(^portionatcly    in    the    p,-,)lits   of    the    venture 
Three  years  after  its  organi/i,tion  it  was  strengthened  I.v 
the  abso,-ption  of  anoth.T  ind..pendent  trading  eoncern 
taking  over  the  staff  of  tli..  latte,-,  among  them  being  •,' 
hardy  young   .Seotchman,   Alexander   Mackenzie,    who^e 
energj-  and  perseve,-auce  were  to  win   for  him  a  name 
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aniong  tho  explorers  of  his  generation.  He  was  placed 
in  charge  of  Fort  Chippewyan,  on  Lake  Athabaska,  where 
for  eight  years  he  superintended  the  affairs  of  the  Mont- 
real Company  in  that  distriet,  and  it  was  while  so 
engaged  at  this  post  that  he  planned  and  successfully 
carried  out  two  most  important  expeditions. 

The  tirst  of  these  was  undertaken  in  June,  1789.  Set- 
ting out  from  the  fort  in  four  canoes,  he  proceeded 
northward  by  way  of  Slave  River  to  tJreat  Slave  Lake. 
With  difficulty  he  forced  a  passage  through  the  floating 
ice  to  the  western  end  of  the  lake,  where  he  entered  a 
narrow  river  which  to  this  day  bears  his  name.  For  a 
we«k  they  were  borne  along  upon  its  swift  current  so  far 
beyond  t  regular  trails  of  the  traders  that  his  men, 
growing  armed,  were  reluctant  to  proceed  farther,  and 
the  ~U-v  tribes  of  Indians  they  encountered  so  mag- 
uitii  ■  fficulties  of  the  passagi^  farther  on  towards 

its  1,  hat  his  already  disheartened  followers  threat- 

eiieii    ()  rt  him  in  a  l)ody.    Their  fears  were  eventu- 

ally   ill.      li,  a  guide  was  secured,  and  still  northward 
iitl  irty     uoved.     After  they   had  passed   Bear 

r  tl       wen      rain  regaled  by  the  natives  with  more 
I       )wii  iT    a'  fearful  demons  and  dangerous  rapids, 

h,,  jruid  (1  in  terror,  but  another  was  obtained, 

and  the  sir-  ous  journey  was  continued.  They  wert' 
soon  in  ihe  >ii  1  of  the  midnight  sun,  and  as  their  frail 
<Taft,  before  a  stiffening  breeze,  moved  swiftly  on  beyond 
the  limits  of  familiar  vegetation  and  tiie  haunts  of  ganu' 
his  attendants,  dreading  a  famine  in  a  wildernes«  of 
snow  and  ice,  again  rebelbnl  against  proceeding  any 
farther.  He  again  prevailed  upon  them  to  continue  on, 
and   on   July    Utli,    in    latitude   61)',    he   triumphantly 
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emerged  upon  an  arm  of  the  Arctic  Sea.  No  small 
accomplishment  this  for  a  young  man  shut  up  in  a  dis- 
tant tra<iing-post  hundreds  of  miles  from  his  nearest 
white  neighbors!  Greater  still  must  it  appear  when  we 
reflect  that  it  was  conceived  by  himself  and  carried  out 
at  his  owTi  expense;  for  his  employers  cared  as  little  for 
explorations  and  discoveries  as  their  great  English  com- 
petitor, unless  they  saw  in  them  some  prospect  of  increa^ 
ing  the  annual  supply  of  furs. 

t\)rt  William,  or  (Irand  Portage  as  it  was  then  called, 
had  outstripped  all  other  posts  upon  the  upper  lakes, 
and  was  at  this  time  the  centre  of  the  western  trade.  It 
was  the  terminus  of  a  road  leading  from  a  point  above 
the  falls  OM  Pigeon  River  to  the  north  shore  of  Lake 
Superior.  After  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  which  left  Grand 
Portage  in  ^Vmeriean  territory,  this  post  was  shifted 
forty  uiiles  northeast  to  the  site  of  the  present  city  of 
P\)rt  William  (so  named  after  William  McGillivray,  one 
of  the  leading  partners  of  the  North- West  Company). 
To-day  the  original  site  of  Grand  Portage  is  an  insig- 
nificant Indiiin  village.  Thither  Mackenzie  hurried  in 
the  .spring,  to  report  his  discovery  to  the  directors  there 
a.sseml)Icd  according  to  custom.  So  engrossed  were  the 
Xor '-Westers  at  this  period  in  their  efforts  to  hold  their 
own  against  the  Hudson's  Pay  Company  that  they  paid 
little  heed  to  his  report.  Ills  next  aim  was  to  cross  the 
Koekies  to  the  Pa<'ilii'  Ocean,  and  he  laid  his  plans  accord- 
ingly;  but,  canny  Sioti-hman  that  he  was,  he  dis<'loMMl  his 
purposes  to  no  one  until  he  was  ready  to  start.  In  the 
.lutumn  of  1792  he  set  out  for  a  new  po.st  on  the  Peace 
River,  from  which  point  he  continued  up-stream  a  few 
miles  beyond  the  forks,  where  he  went  into  winter  quar- 
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ters  and  collected  a  goodly  supply  of  furs  which,  early  in 
the  spring,  he  forwarded  to  Port  Chippewyan.  He  built 
a  massive  canoe  tAventy-five  feet  long,  capable  of  carrying 
aJl  their  supplies  and  the  entire  party,  composed  of  him- 
self, seven  other  white  men,  and  two  Inuians. 

That  the  Pacific  Ocean  lay  to  the  west  beyond  tlu' 
range  of  mountains  was  the  sum  total  of  his  information. 
How  far  distant  or  how  to  reach  it  he  knew  not ;  but  his 
plan  was  to  ascend  the  river  as  far  as  he  could,  cross  the 
Rockies  and  find  another  river  that  would  carry  him  to 
the  sea,  taking  it  for  granted  that  such  an  one  must 
somewhere  be  producetl  by  the  melting  snows.  It  was  as 
well  that  his  followers  did  not  know  the  difficulties  that 
lay  before  them,  or  few  would  have  volunteered  for  the 
journey.  For  the  first  few  days  they  made  very  fair 
progress  against  a  swift  current,  but  as  they  ascended 
farther  they  were  confronted  with  boiling  rapids  plung- 
ing headlong  through  deep  canyons,  hemmed  in  by  per- 
pendicular walls  which  could  be  scaled  only  by  clinging 
to  overhanging  branches  or  following  a  rope  stretched 
from  tree  to  tree.  With  no  surer  foothold  than  such  as 
could  be  secured  by  chopping  notches  in  the  steep  incline, 
at  the  risk  of  dislodging  tons  of  rock,  Mackenzie  led  the 
way.  This  means  of  travel  became  .so  hazardous  that  the 
river  was  at  length  al>andoned,  and  the  canoe  was  carried 
or  dragged  acro.ss  ravines  and  up  the  ragged  mountain- 
sides for  nine  miles,  where  it  was  again  committed  to  tlie 
water.  After  innumerable  obsftieles  the  divide  was 
reached,  and  the  descent  began  amid  dangers  greater 
even  than  tho«e  they  had  already  met.  Kinbarkiug  upon 
a  small  stream,  they  soon  learned  that  it  was  safer  to 
ascend  an  unknown  river  than  to  follow  its  current ;  but 
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the  lesson  was  acquired  at  the  expense  of  the  wreck  of  the 
canoe  and  the  loss  of  most  of  their  provisions  and  amrnu 
nition.  Fearinj;  that  this  stream  —  which  was  none 
other  than  the  Fraser— would  not  carry  him  to  the  sea, 
they  retrac(Hl  their  steps,  to  find  their  projjfress  oarred  by 
hostile  Indians.  A  conflict  was  fortrunteiy  avoided 
through  the  strateg>-  of  the  resourceful  Scotchman;  but 
his  own  men,  exhausted  by  trials  they  had  not  counted 
upon,  poured  their  complaints  into  the  ears  of  their 
einbarrafwed  leader.  By  sharing  with  them  the  burdens 
of  the  journey  and  being  the  foremost  to  face  danger  in 
every  form,  he  had  succeeded  in  holdini?  his  little  band 
together  under  circumstances  which  would  have  termi- 
nated in  a  revolt  but  for  his  inspiring  example,  and  now, 
when  failure  seemed  imminent  and  the  patience  of  his 
faithful  followers  was  well-nigh  exhausted,  he  took  them 
into  his  confideiu-e  and  unfolded  to  them  the  plan  of 
completing  the  journey  across  the  mountains  on  foot, 
carrying  the  provisions  on  their  backs.  To  this  arrange- 
ment they  assented,  and  on  the  4th  of  July  they  began 
the  last  stage  of  their  memorable  voyage.  Day  after  day, 
each  white  man  weighted  down  with  a  hundred-pound 
burden,  they  plodded  through  the  forest,  scrambled  over 
rocks,  and  waded  waist-deep  along  nmrshy  ravines.  One 
range  was  no  sooner  crossed  than  another  loomed  up 
before  them.  For  two  weeks  they  kept  on  their  course, 
until  at  last  the  mountains  were  behind  them  and  Indian 
villages  were  reached  before  whicli  were  planted  the 
totem-poles  of  the  coast  tribes.  The  natives  furnished 
them  with  canoes  and  a  guide,  and  once  more  they 
embarked  upon  a  small  swift  stream  —  the  Bella  Coola 
River.    With  light  hearts  they  dipped  their  paddles  into 
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its  clear  water,  for  nithougli  they  were  weary  and  foot- 
sore, garments  tattered,  provisions  almosf  exhausted,  and 
a  thousand  miles  lay  between  them  and  Fort  Chippe- 
wyan,  they  for  the  time  forgot  th<»  dangers  they  had 
passed,  for  surely  they  were  nearing  the  goal  they  had 
siet  out  ten  weeks  before  to  fin«l.  Early  on  the  morning 
of  July  20th  the  surface  of  the  widening  river  was 
enshrouded  in  a  gray  mist,  which  slowly  WhM  with  the 
rising  sun  and  revealed  to  the  joyous  Mackenzie  and  his 
delighted  companions  the  blue  waters  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that,  by  a  strange  coinci- 
dence, another  celebrated  explorer,  Captain  Ceorge  Van- 
couver, was  anchored  off  Point  Maskelyne,  about  one 
hundrtnl  ami  fifty  miles  distant,  on  the  same  day  that 
Mackenzie  reachetl  the  mouth  of  the  Bella  Coola, 

The  honor  of  being  the  first  white  man  to  cross  the 
northern  part  of  the  continent  to  the  coast  brought  to 
the  leader  of  that  exptniition  such  distinction  that  the 
company  began  to  realize  that  in  Mackenzie  it  had  a 
servant  of  more  than  ordinary-  ability,  and  he  wns  there- 
after treated  with  that  respci-t  which  the  importance  of 
his  discoveries  eould  everywhere  command,  and  his  opin- 
ion was  sought  upon  all  nmtters  affecting  its  general 
welfare.  Some  there  were,  high  up  in  the  counsels  of  the 
company,  who  could  not  see  eye  to  eye  with  him,  or  per- 
haps were  jealous  of  his  growing  popularity  and  influ- 
ence. Among  these  was  Simon  McTavish,  who  was  so 
outspoken  in  his  opposition  to  Mackenzie  that  the  latter, 
annoyed  with  the  persistent  attacks  of  his  fellow-country- 
man, severed  his  connection  with  his  old  associates  and 
visited  England,  where  the  publication  of  his  travels  met 
with  such  favor  that  he  returned  to  Canada  in  1801  as 
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Sir  Alexander  Mju-kenzie.     X<.  doubt    this    honor    v,m 
largely  due  to  the  fju-t  that,  n  few  years  before,  he  had 
acted  as  travelling  coinpHnion  through  the  United  States 
and  Canada  to  the  Duk^'  of  Kent,  great-grandfather  of 
His  Majesty  King  (Iwrgc  V..  wnd  had  givon  eminent  sat- 
isfaction in  that  eapacity.    His  well-inerited  title  and  his 
faille  as  a  trader  and  explorer  attracted  a  number  of  his 
old  friends  and  partisans,  who  prevailed  upon  him   to 
aeeept  a  prominent  position  in  th<'  \'  Y  (Jo.,  whieh  had 
recently  embark<'d  in  the  fur  trade.     As  it  was  called 
into  being  as  a  protest  against  the  management  of  the 
Xorth-VVest  Company,  it  iiinn.>di<itely  pliuiged  into  active 
<'om[>ctilion  in  the  field  of  the  old  company's  operations: 
new    jMKsts    were   opened    up    in    every    corner    of    the 
Norlh-West  wherever  a  iK'aver-skin  was  to  be  had.     Hut 
this  division  of  the  Canadian  trade  was  short-lived,  as 
the  d(Mth  of  MeTavish,  in  1,S()4,  was  followed  by  an  ainal- 
gamation  of  the  rival  concerns.     The  united  energies  of 
tliesi^  Canadian   forc.'s,   whieh   n'taincd  the   title  of  the 
Xortli-West   Fur   Company,   were    now    directed    with 
renew.'d  vigor  against  their  old  comprtitor  on  Hudson 
Hay.     Especial  attention  was  given  to  the  trade  of  the 
Red   Kiver  district  by   the  building,   in    ISOf),   of  Fort 
(Jibralfar  at  the  junction  of  the  Red  and  the  Assiniboine 
to  supplement   the  then  existing  forts  at   Hrandon  and 
I'ortage  la  I'rairie.     Collisions  between  the  representa- 
tives of  the  two  compani(>s  were  a  common  (H'currence, 
and  the  machinery  for  the  apprehension  and  punishment 
of  offenders  was  so  imperfect  and  cumbersome,  notwith- 
standing the  passing  of  the  (^anada  Jurisdiction  Act  of 
180:i,  that  law  and  order  were  .set  at  defiance,  might  too 
frequently  prevailed  over  right,  and  brute  force  was  the 
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sole  arbiter  in  many  a  bitter  altercation.  In  dealin:;  with 
this  interesting  period  of  the  history  of  the  North-West 
we  must  not  overlook  the  independent  traders  who,  allied 
to  neither  of  the  great  companies,  played  a  most  impor- 
tant pari  in  its  development.  The  most  prominent  figure 
among  this  class  was  Alexander  Henry,  who,  in  his 
"  Travels  t'nd  Adventures  in  Canada  and  the  Indian 
Territories,"  published  in  1809,  has  left  us  a  most  com- 
plete and  reliable  account  of  his  experiences.  He  was 
an  eye-witness  of  the  bloody  massacre  of  the  English 
ga»-rison  of  Michillimaekinac  in  1763,  and  barely  escaped 
with  his  own  life  through  the  timely  intervention  of  a 
Pawnee  slave.  During  the  next  twelve  years  he  was 
prospecting,  mining,  and  trading  with  the  Indians  on 
the  north  shore  of  Lake  Superior,  and,  in  1775,  with 
supplies  to  the  value  of  £3,000,  he  left  the  Sftult  to  seek 
his  fortune  among  the  western  tribes.  He  visited  the 
villages  of  the  Crees  on  Lake  Winnipeg,  and,  following 
in  the  footsteps  of  Verendrye,  who  had  preceded  him  by 
forty  years,  he  halted  at  Cedar  Lake,  and,  proceeding  in 
a  northwesterly  direction,  reached  Cumberland  House, 
which  had  been  built  by  Ilearne  the  previous  year.  He 
wintered  at  Beaver  Lake,  a  ad  in  the  early  spring  he  was 
under  way  again,  and  after  many  weeks  of  weary  travel 
he  arrived  at  a  large  village  of  the  Assiniboin'^s,  who, 
after  the  manner  of  the  savages,  lavished  their  hospitality 
upon  him  and  invited  him  to  join  in  an  exciting  buffalo 
hunt  which  he  graphically  describes  in  his  "Adven- 
tiires."  Returning  to  his  winter  quarters  on  Beaver 
Lake,  he  could  not  resist  the  temptation  to  explore  the 
northern  regions  towards  Lake  Athabasca,  and  thither 
he  directed  his  steps.    After  travelling  about  three  hun- 
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dred  miles  he  fell  in  with  a  party  of  Athabasca  Indians, 
from  whom  he  gathered  sneh  information  of  the  country 
beyond  that  he  deemed  it  unwise  to  continue  farther  in 
that  direction,  and  as  they  were  moving  southward  he 
returned'  with  them.     Upon  reaching  Beaver  Lake  he 
turned  over  his  remaining  supplies  to  another  trader, 
packed  up  the  stock  of  furs  he  had  acquired,  and  returned 
to  Montreal,  to  learn  with  surprise  that  south  of  the 
Great  Lakes  a  new  republic  had  sprung  up  during  his 
absence.    Fp  to  1812  no  attempt  had  been  made  to  settle 
any  portion  of  that  rich  area  to  which  emigrants  from 
all  nations  aro  flocking  to-day.     It  was  no  part  of  the 
policy  of  the  jTud.son's  Bay  Company  to  introduce  set- 
tlers except  such  as  were  necessary  to  manage  their  busi- 
ness, and  they  even  raised  strenuous  objections  to  the 
multiplication  of  the  posts  in  the  interior,  alleging,  with 
good  reason,  that  the  continued  presence  of  the  traders 
upon    the   hunting-grounds   was    an    incentive    to    the 
Indians  to  hunt  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.     By  this 
indi.seriminate  slaughter   of   the   game   in   and   out  of 
season  an  inferior  class  of  furs  was  obtained  during  the 
summer  months,   and  no   protection   was  afforded   the 
beaver  during  the  breeding  sea.son.     Thus  a  large  per- 
centage of  the  skins  offered  for  sale  were  not  of  a  mer- 
chantable quality,  and  many  districts  capable  of  pro- 
ducing a  large  annual  supply,  if  the  hunt  had  been 
res-trieted  to  the  winter  season,  were  being  depleted  and 
the  beaver  threatened  wiih  extinction. 

Although  the  English  company  claimed,  under  the 
terms  of  its  charter,  all  of  the  North-West  territory— 
a  claim  which  they  probably  would  have  had  difficulty  in 
maintaining   in   any  court  of  law— yet   the   Canadian 
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traders,  both  before  and  after  the  conquest,  had  done  far 
more  to  open  up  the  country  than  the  professed  pro- 
prietors of  it.  "Why,"  queried  the  factors,  "should  we 
endanger  the  lives  of  our  servants  and  incur  the  expense 
of  an  expedition  to  the  villages  of  the  natives  so  long  as 
they  are  content  to  bring  their  peltries  to  our  forts?  " 
But  the  time  had  arrived  when  the  trade  could  not  be  so 
easily  controlled.  In  order  tf  hold  their  own  there  was 
no  course  open  to  the  English  but  to  follow  the  policy  of 
the  Canadians,  by  sending  their  r^yageurs  into  the 
interior  to  treat  with  the  Indians  and  to  open  up  new 
posts,  particularly  in  the  districts  of  the  Red  River  and 
the  Saskatchewan. 

From  the  time  of  Champlain  to  Sir  Alexander  Mac- 
kenzie the  settlers  upon  the  St.  Lawrence  appear  to  have 
been  fired  with  the  spirit  of  adventure  and  an  insatiable 
desire  to  explore  the  unknown  West.  The  occupants  of 
the  forts  on  Hudson  Bay  were  for  the  most  part  content 
to  confine  their  operations  to  the  narrow^  limits  of  their 
own  stockades,  quite  unmindful  of  the  fact  that  "  dis- 
covery of  a  new  passage  into  the  South  Sea  "  was  the 
main  reason  assigned  for  their  incorporation.  Our 
enquiry  into  the  work  of  the  explorers  of  the  eighteenth 
century  would  be  incomplete  without  a  brief  reference 
to  a  notable  exception  to  the  general  ai)athy  of  the  com- 
pany's servants  towards  discovery. 

Samuel  Hearne  was  an  old  and  trusted  employee  who 
seems  to  have  attached  little  importance  to  his  expedi- 
tions to  the  hunting-grounds  upon  the  Saskatchewan, 
although  it  is  well  known  that  he  thoroughly  explored 
them  and  was  the  founder  of  Cumberland  House.  The 
company  had  for  some  time  been  subjected  to  severe 
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criticisms  for  their  failure  to  prosecute  the  discoveries 
that  were  expected  of  them,  and,  with  unusual  liberality, 
they  authorized  Governor  Norton  to  dispatch  Heame  to 
investigate  tlie  reports  of  a  northern  tribe  of  Indians 
who  declared  that  they  could  conduct  the  English  to  a 
rich  copper  mine  on  the  banks  of  a  great  river.     Two 
imsuccessful    attempts    were    made,    both    expeditions 
returning  after  proceeding  but  a  short  distance  upon  the 
journey.     Two  lazy  and  mischievous   favorites  of  the 
Governor,  foisted  upon  Hearne  against  his  will,  spread 
such  discord  among  his  other  followers  that  order  and 
discipline  were  out  of  the  question,  and  the  first  attempt 
w-as  abandone<l.    An  old  Indian  chief  who  volunteered  to 
pilot  him  upon  his  third  venture  gave  a  characteristic 
explanation  of  the  cause  of  their  misfortunes  upon  the 
second  trial,  attributing  them  to  the  misconduct  of  the 
guides  and  to  the  plan  they  adopted  at  the  instance  of  the 
Governor  in  not  taking  any  women  with  them  upon  the 
journey.    The  necessity  of  being  equipped  with  a  number 
of  the  gentler  sex  was  summed  up  by  him  as  follows :  — 
"  When  all  the  men  are  heavy-laden  they  can  neither 
hunt  nor  travel  to  any  considerable  distance ;  and  in  case 
they  meet  with  success  in  hunting,  who  is  to  carry  the 
produce  of  their  labor?     Women  were  made  for  labor: 
one  of  them  can  carry  or  haul  as  much  as  two  men  can. 
They  also  pitch  our  tents,  make  and  mend  our  clothing, 
keep  us  warm  at  night,  and,  in  fact,  there  is  no  such  thing 
as  travelling  any  considerable  distanee,  or  any  length  of 
time,  in  this  country  witliout  their  assistance.    Women, 
though  they  do  everything:,  are  maintained  at  a  trifling 
expense;  for  as  they  always  act  as  cooks,  the  very  licking 
of  tlieir  fingers,  in  s<';tr<-c  times,  is  snfluiiut  for  their  sub- 
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sistence."  From  these  casual  remarks  of  the  old  chief 
we  can  readily  conceive  that  the  status  of  woman  among 
these  northern  tribes  was  little  better  than  that  of  a 
slave.  Nature  had  not  endowed  her  with  many  charms, 
and  in  the  selection  of  a  husband  she  had  no  voice;  and 
should  two  or  more  d'csire  the  same  one  the  question  of 
ownership  was  settled  by  a  wrestling  bout,  after  which 
the  victor  carried  off  the  prize.  A  weak  member  was 
fortunate  if  he  secured  a  wife  at  all,  whereas  the  strong 
could  indulge  in  polygamy  to  his  heart's  content. 

The  third  expedition  left  Prince  of  Wales  Fort  on  the 
7th  December,  1770,  and  we  may  be  sure  that  in  defe- 
lonce  to  the  views  of  the  old  guide  the  women  were  not 
left  behind.     For  five  months,  travelling  northwest  by 
west,  they  followed  their  guide,  often  suffering  from 
severe  cold  and  want  of  food,  while  at  other  times  the 
expedition  was  delayed  by  the  prolonged  feasting  upon 
the  abundant  supply  of  game.    Arriving  at  Lake  Clowey, 
their  party  was  enlarged  by  a  band  of  warriors  from  a 
neighboring  tribe,  who,  despite  Hearne's  efforts  to  dis- 
suade them  from  their  evil  purpose,  conspired  with  his 
followers  to  acciompany  the  expedition  with  the  avowe<l 
intention  of  wreaking  vengeance  upon  the  Esquimaux, 
with  whom  they  had  some  old  score  to  settle.    From  Lake 
Clowey  they  proceeded  due  north,  and  by   the  first  of 
.lune  they  deemed  it  advisable  to  leave  the  women,  chil- 
dren  and  heavy  baggage   in   camp,   and  thus,   in   light 
marching  order,  they  kept  on  until  the  end  of  the  month, 
when,  the  lakes  and  rivers  being  free  of  ice,  they  were 
able  to  continue  the  voyage  in  canoes.    They  had  reached 
the  land  of  tlie  Copper  Indians,  who  viewed  Heame,  the 
first  white  man  they  had  ever  seen,  with  great  curiosity 
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and  wonderment.  After  an  anmsinj;  but  critical  exami- 
iiution,  in  which  no  part  of  his  anatomy  was  overlooked, 
they  pronounced  him  a  fair  specimen  of  thf  species,  but 
noted  a  few  regrettable  imperfections:  the  color  of  his 
hair  "was  like  the  stained  hair  of  a  buffalo's  tail,"  and 
his  eyes  "like  those  of  a  gull,"  while  his  white  skin 
"resembled  nr  -Jt  which  had  been  sodden  in  water  till  all 
the  blood  was  extracted."  On  the  14th  of  July  they 
reached  the  banks  of  the  Coppermine  River,  which  they 
followed  towards  its  mouth.  Two  days  later  his  scouts 
returned  with  an  announcement  which  threw  the  entire 
camp  into  a  turmoil.  They  had  discovered  an  Esquimaux 
camp!  ITpon  rin-eipt  of  tliis  intelligence,  the  Indians 
donned  tiieir  regjilia  of  war,  besmeared  their  faces 
with  paint  and  crept  silently  to  the  huts  of  their 
sleeping  victims,  for  it  was  after  midnight,  and  be- 
fore the  poor  creatures  could  offer  any  resistance  they 
slaughtered  the  entire  camp,  men,  women  and  children, 
to  the  number  of  more  than  twenty.  Ilearne,  horrified  at 
this  indiscriminate  massacre,  pleaded  for  the  life  of  one 
wretched  girl  who  fell  wounded  at  his  feet  and  clung  to 
him  for  protection,  but  her  fierce  assailants  scorned  his 
entreaties  and  transfixed  her  to  the  ground. 

Continuing  down  stream,  the  inoutli  of  the  Topper- 
miiie  was  reached,  and  before  the  cxpk)rer,  the  first  white 
man  to  reach  it  frotn  the  interior,  lay  the  Arctic  Ocean. 
Samples  of  copper  were  found,  but  not  in  such  (juanti- 
ties  as  he  had  been  led  to  expetn.  The  M-arcity  of  the 
metal  at  that  time,  according  to  a  then  current  tradition, 
was  due  to  the  caprice  of  the  discoverer  of  tiie  mine,  who 
happened  to  be  a  female  conjurer.  Being  offended  at 
some  indignity  offered  her  by  a  party  who  had  secured  a 
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large  quantity  of  precious  nuggetvS,  she  declared  that  she 
would  be  avenged  upon  tlwni  by  sitting  upon  the  mine 
and  sinking  with  it  beneath  the  surface  of  the  earth. 
Each  successive  year  as  they  returned  they  found  the 
mine  sinking  and  the  sorceress  with  it,  until  finally  both 
were  swallowed  up  and  none  but  a  few  impure  fragments 
of  the  once  rich  deposits  were  left  to  mark  the  spot  where 
once  the  pure  metal  lay  scattennl  in  profusion.  He  re- 
turned by  a  circuitous  route,  spending  the  greater  part 
of  the  winter  in  the  country  alwut  Lake  Athabasca,  and 
reached  Fort  Prince  of  Wales  in  June,  1772.  He  was  not 
favorably  impressed  either  with  the  Coppermine  district 
or  the  tribes  who  ijihabited  it,  and  tlie  company  did  not 
consider  it  to  their  interest  to  pursue  any  farther  the 
exploration  of  that  region. 

Cp  to  1812,  when,  as  we  shall  presently  see,  a  new 
policy  of  colonization  was  inaugurated,  the  directors  con- 
tented themselves  with  a  rigid  adherence  to  the  trade 
policy  which  had  been  laid  down  one  hundred  and  forty 
years  before,  venturing  into  the  remote  districts  only  as 
the  exigencies  of  the  traffic  demanded  the  transportation 
of  supplies  and  the  founding  of  new  posts. 
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CHAPTKR  VI F. 

TriK  (hnvii  of  fh,.  nirictnentli  cpiitiiry  hroiijjht  with  if 
liffh'  promi.s4>  of  pnysfH-rity  to  Ific  tersjintry  of  flio  Scol- 
fisli  Highlands,  who,  since  the  l)nvikinff  up  of  flio  fmdal 
s.vst<^7.i.  somo  fifty  y..;,rs  bofon-,  had  HMiKiitK^d  upon  thoir 
little  holdings'  with  no  oertninty  of  tlioir  tenure.     The 
estates  mxin   which   they   and   their  fathers   were   born 
were  boinp  srradually   alienated   to  their   more  thrifty 
neiorhbors  aeross  the  border,  and  the  poor  erofters,  loath 
to  quit  their  favorite  mountains  and  glens,  dear  to  them 
by  so  many  ties,  still  clung  to  the  unfrequented  hillsides, 
wherever  an   abandoned  hovel   would  yield  a  friendly 
shelter.     From  these,  too,  they  were  .soon  evicted  to  pro- 
vide a  game  preserve  for  some  mi-hty  lord,  and  the  poor 
Scots,    hungry    and    homeless,    wandered    aimlessly    in 
search  of  a  living,  subsisting  upon  what  could  be  gath- 
ered from  the  forest  and  stream,  or  was  offered  them 
by  their  more  fortunate  kinsmeo.    In  their  distress  hun- 
dreds of  poor  cotters  were  drawn  to  the  seaside  to  swell 
the  number  of  the  fisher-folk,  where  their  nets  barely 
preserved  them  from  starvation.     Many  a  tender  heart 
was  moved  to  pity  by  their  wretched  condition,  but  no 
united  effort  was  made  to  relieve  their  suffering'. 

To  no  one  did  the  distress  of  his  fellow-countrvmen 
appeal  with  greater  force  than  to  Thomas  Dou?la.s,  the 
fifth  Earl  of  Selkirk,  a  philanthropic  young  nobleman, 
who  strenuously  advocated   emigration   to   the   British 
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colonies  a«  the  only  satisfactory  solution  of  tho  vexed 
(luestion  of  carinj?  for  the  neplpoted  Highlanders.  Littlo 
thoupht  hiid  Mackonzi*'  thnt  the  publiration  of  his  tra- 
vels in  the  North-Wost  would  n-sult  in  a  lifo-loiiK  P<'U(1 
holwocn  him  and  one  of  his  intcn'stod  road«'rs;  hut  such 
was  the  soun-c  from  whi<'h  tho  Scotch  carl  obtained  his 
tirst  inipn^SK'ions  of  the  rich  farm  lands  of  the  R<'il  Kiver 
district.  No  a<'tion  was  taken  hy  the  •rovernment.  but 
the  determined  Karl  had  taken  up  the  cause  in  earnest 
and  was  not  to  be  thwarted  in  his  plan,  which  he  felt 
was  not  o?ily  practicable,  but  would  serve  a  double  pur- 
pose— the  con<diti()n  (,f  the  crofters  would  be  greatly  im- 
proved and  the  Hritish  pos.ses-sions  would  be  strength- 
ened by  the  infusion  of  British  blood. 

Tn  180:?  he  unistered  eight  hundred' evicted  Highlanders 
and  forwarded  them  to  Prince  Edward  Island,  defray- 
ing the  entire  expense  from  his  private  purse.  The  wis- 
dom of  this  enterprising  step  is  attested  to-day  by  the  hun- 
dreds of  comfortable  liomesteads  of  our  Island  Provin<*e. 
whose  proprietors  trace  their  ancestry  back  to  the  colo- 
nists of  TiOrd  S<;lkirk.  Had  the  young  nobleman  re- 
ceived the  cncourageim'iit  and  assistance  which  his  well- 
devised  plans  so  richly  merited,  Britain's  colony  over  the 
seas  would  have  rt^'cived  the  impetus  it  sorely  needed 
and  Scotland  would  liave  escaped  much  of  the  pauperism 
following  the  Naiwleonic  war.  He  next  proposed  a  set- 
tlement in  Upper  Canada,  but  the  Provincial  Executive 
did  not  look  Avith  favor  upon  the  proposal,  and  th^e  sug- 
gested emigration  to  this  province  dwindled  down  to  the 
transfer  of  twenty  families  from  the  Island  colony,  who 
settled  upon  a  tract  of  land  near  Lake  St.  Clair,  which 
was  known  as  the  Baldoon  SettlemeTit,     To  the.se  were 
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soon  added  jsoiiui  British  hubjoets  irom  the  liiitnl 
Statos  whom  he  induced  to  cross  the  border  and  tako  up 
their  residence  under  their  ovv-n  flag. 

As  early  as  1802  he  had  conceived  the  idea  of  foundinj? 
a  colony  in  the  r3j?ion  about  Lake  Winnipeg.    While  in 
Canada  in  1803  he  was  entertained  at  the  Beaver  Club  in 
princely    styl.^    by     the    Montreal     traders,    who    little 
dreamed  of  the  fire  they  were  kindling  in  the  lK>som  of 
fh^'ir  honored  guest  as  they  graphically  dcscrihed  t«  him 
the  fertile  plains  of  the  (?reat  West.     The   Karl  d>'ter 
mined  to  plant  a  colony  there,  but  he  soon  realized  that 
there  were  many  obsta.-les  in  the  way  of  carrying  out 
his  design,  and  to  remove  these  Avas  no  easy  task-     He 
was  not  a  man  to  fold  his  arms  when  once  he  had  mapped 
out  a  course  of  action.     In  vain  had  ho  sought  the  co- 
operation of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  which  would 
not  entertain  his  proposals  for  one  moment,  as  the  set- 
tlement of  the  North- West  meant  the  reduction  of  the 
fur-producing  a»-ea.    As  he  saw  no  hope  of  inducing  the 
company  as  then  constituted  to  render  him  {my  assist- 
ance, he  set  al)out  to  attain  the  desired  end  in  another 
way. 

Prance  had  placed  an  emhargo  upon  importations  from 
England,  which  resulted  in  the  tying  up  of  the  English 
fur  trade  and  a  consequent  drop  in  the  company's  shares 
Selkirk  obtainf^d  the  best  available  legal  opinion  as  to  the 
validity  of  the  corporation's  title  to  the  Red  River  terri- 
tory, and,  being  assured  that  it  could  be  upheld,  he  com- 
mis,sioned  his  agents  to  purchase  a  controlling  interest 
in  tJie  declining  stock.  This  aroused  a  storm  of  opposi- 
tion- from  certain  shareholders.  Sir  Alexander  Macken- 
zie was  at  the  time  residing  in  Scotland,  hut  was  still 
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orw'  of  tho  loading  partnors  of  tho  North-West  Com- 
pany. Uo  felt  that  tliis  hitost  move  of  Selkirk  must  be 
chofkod  at  any  ('(wt ;  to  jfivo  him  a  voi<'o  in  the  proceed 
inps  of  the  Enijlish  Company.  lu\  with  two  other  asso- 
ciattw.  purchased  €2.500  of  stock,  bjit  h«arnod  to  their 
eha»rrifi.  wlicn  the  vote  upon  TionI  Selkirk's  proposition 
was  taken,  that  they  had  not  linri  in  [tosscssiou  of  their 
shares  h)n^'  cnousrh  to  ciitith'  thcMu  to  vote.  The  crifii-al 
moment  arrived,  llie  f|uestion  was  disK-ussed  from  every 
standpoint  and  the  Seotcli  earl  earri(Ml  thi'  da"  and  l)e- 
eame  tlie  proprietor  of  llfi.OOO  .Mpiare  mih's  of  t<'rritory, 
one-half  of  which  hiy  vvitlnn  the  l>oundaries  of  the  pres- 
ent I'rovinee  of  Manitoba  and  the  other  across  the 
present  Iwrder  of  the  United  States. 

Matters  now  assumed  a  serious  a.speet  for  the  North- 
Westers,  who  .saw  in  this  new  colonization  .scheme  the 
gravest  danpter  which  had  yet  threatened  their  trade,  and 
Mackenzie  declared  that  he  would  fir  it  out  to  the 
l)itter  end. 

Captain  AFiles  Maedonell.  who  had  served  a.s  a  British 
officer  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  wa.s  chosen  its  Gov- 
ernor of  the  new  colony,  and  as  fast  as  he  secured 
colonists  Mackenzie's  aprents  followed  at  his  heels  and 
used  every  species  of  argument  to  dissuade  them  from 
embarking,  and  even  .sent  their  emissaries  on  board  the 
ship  to  entice  them  to  desert.  On  July  26th,  1811,  two  of 
the  company's  ships  sailed  from  Stornoway  with  one 
hundred  and  five  emigrants  on  board,  seven'ty  of  whom 
were  for  settlement,  the  others  being  servants  of  the 
company.  After  an  exceptionally  rough  voyage  of 
sixty-one  days,  they  landed  at  York  Factory,  too  late 
in    the  season    to   att-empt   to   reach   their   destination 
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that  y.«r  Tl...  lor,  u,us  on  .1..  south  shor..  of  NVls.,,, 
Kiv.r  nn.l  h;„|  no,  sufti..i.„t  n,.,.o,n„,«(lHti.m   for  all  tho 

m.w  amvals  ami.  ..v..n  if  i,  lK.d,  tlMM.ompa„v-s  o,1i,.ials 
dui  no,.  r..I,.sh  Mm.  i.l.a  of  havin,^  s<,  many  Mnd,.irahU. 
jru-sts  MUHH.Mv.l  upon  ,h.M,  dnrinjr  th.  vvint.r.  All 
hands  w.n.  >..,,  ,0  work  and  ..on.fortabl..  ..ahins.  known 

' ,  *'"'    ,^"'""'  •""•'■""Pn'-nt."  won.  ., u.\  on  tho  north 

shon.  wh.-n.  th..  n,.w..oM..rs  took  up  th.ir  al.o.l.  for  th. 
\\  inter. 

II  was  not  louK  hefor.  tl.o  (Jon^rnor's  troul.l.s  h.fr.n 
A  .sj.nnkl.n,^  of  Irislunen  among  his  Orkney  settlers 
•>-«Io,.  only  a  little  strong  drink  to  pr<3du.-e  n.ost  favor- 
••''"•  -'Hl.t.ons  for  a  general  disturbane,.  upon  the  sli^ht- 

^nn  .Ma..d.,nell  s  preeautions  stan.ped  out  th.  disease  1,;. 
;;       '/  ,  """Ir    """•''    ''•'"•'^^■">-      '^"^■"'•<-    the   season 

M    ted,, .HI  uMhe  lorn,  of  an  iusurn.etion  headed  1^^^^ 
7,    '""'••^     'U-...    who    had    evidently    I.e.  a    ..ueo-.u.-Vd 

^    t   e   ag.nts  of   Maekenx.e   to   resist    th..   aulhority   of 
tf'"  duly-appou.ted  head  of  ,1...  ..olony.      /h..  insurg..nt. 

were  ... anally  starved  a.to  suhuussion  and  surrenL^^^ 

n    a    us.      Preparatu,ns   tor  the   voyage   inland  eon- 

'"ued  all  winter  long,  and  su.un.er  was  upon  then,  1,,- 

ore  they  were  ready  to  enter  upon  the  last  stage  of  tlJr 
.l"nrn.v    <,  the  p,.n,i.sed  ian<l.     On  July  fitl,  Jsi2   tl  ev 

'""barked  u.  four  large,  flat-l>otton.ed  In.at.s,  ea.-h  with  . 

.•arrymg  eapaeity  of  three  or  four  ton.s.     At  their  best 

they  wen.  unwieldy  c-ruft,  and  in  unskilled  hands  thev 

>^rely  tned  the  patience  of  the  weary  boatmen  a  - 

poled  then,  against  the  stream,  dragged  them  over    h 

r<M,gh  portages,  .some  thirty  in  all,  or,  wading  waist  deep 
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towod  them  along  the  shore  of  a  boisterous  lake.    Day 
after  day  they  tugged  and  pushed;  time  and  again  they 
loaded  and  unloaded  the  heavy  cargoes;  for  over  seven 
hundred    miles,    tired    and    disheartened,    they    slowly 
forged  their  wav   towards  the  unknown  haven  of  rest 
until,  worn  out  vvith  toil,  they  hauled  their  boats  ashor.> 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Red  River,  where  to-day  stands  the 
city  of  Winnipeg.    Macdonell's  first  caie  was  to  select  a 
favorable  location  for  the  colony,  and  he  Avisely  chose 
that  point  of  land  now  kno^vn  as  Point  Douglas.     The 
first  homes  built  upon  the  site  of  the  present  city  of 
Winnipeg  ^vere  soon   erected  at  the  Colony   Gardens, 
about  a  mile  north  of  Fort  Gibraltar.     As  provisions 
were  scarce,  he  concluded  that  farther  up  the  river  the 
colonists  could  be  better  cared  for  during  the  winter 
months.    So,  ut  his  request,  a  band  o!  Salteaux  Indians 
conducted  them  to  Pembina,  a  post  of  the  North-Westers, 
some  sixty  miles  distant.    This  was  also  the  headquarters 
for  a  band  of  half-breeds  who  congregated  about  the 
Canadian  company's  post  to  secure  such  advantages  as 
it  might  offer  and  to  be  near  the  vast  herds  of  buffalo 

in  the  vicinity. 

A  few  weeks  later  the  colony  was  augmented  by  an- 
other small  detachment  from  Hudson  Bay,  who  assisted 
the  first  arrivals  in  their  building  operations,  and  before 
the  sev-re  weather  set  in  accommodation  had  been  pro- 
vided for  the  entire  party.  To  the  dwellings  were  soon 
added  a  storehouse  and  quarters  for  the  Governor  and 
his  officers.  A  flagstaff  was  erected,  and  as  the  colors 
were  unfurled  to  the  biting  December  ^v^nd  this,  the 
winter  quarters  of  tiie  white  settlers,  was  christened  Fort 
Daer  so  named  after  the  minor  title  of  the  Scotch  earl. 
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l-^r.  .h.,v  pa»ed  th.ir  so,.„,„,  .in.o,.  i„  ,h„  „.„  „„,„, 

'""f-  0  „n%  „p„„  hufr»lo  ,„.,„,  „„d  i„  „„        .    ,      ■ 

l..n>^.i   "  the  Porks,  whore  thoir  off,,,.,.,  ,„  ,.,„Hv,„       „ 

™.-.v  .su.,.,.ssf„l.    Duri.,  ,h.  s,™,„.r  ,„„„„.  „"     >v       , 

-.tan  ,l,oy  trudged  with  an  empty  Inrdor.    Tho  „n- 

he  old  ,™rM.  found  themselves  faee  to  faee  with  a  wor 
fate  ,n  the  new.    A  heavy  fa,-  of  ,,now  had  oheoked  the 
™.^a..„„  of  the  butTalo,  whieh  usually  oame    n  t  a 
numbe,.  to  their  favorite  pastures  about  Pemb  na   and 
e  settlor.   „„aeo,^„med  to  snowshoes.  eou  d  „o,V,"b 
;he,n  ,„  their  distant  haunts  without  danger  opoTs 

,"'*"''"  "■'"■'"'  O"^"'  ".  their  helpless  oondition    ho 

^;a«>on„  forbiddin,'  tt't  "o^rL?™';^^;'^:: 
stirred  th,™  into  aotive  OTOosition  o„  .  f™"""""'' 
".nnbor  of  settlors  then  in  T  S*t  ,nd  trt""^  "" 
,.c.d  to  arrive,  and  tho  lin,itod  J^ZZ  a:!;:;^:;. 

.i'..tifi„blo,  but  the  Xorth.Wost7,    o"h   too  ZT.  "" 
r"-toxt  to  besin  hostilitio.,  boldhrosented  .r  '  " 

;;»n  of  authority,  as  they  wore  pioa^^     1t       it'^Z' 
.)aor  was  reduced  to  suol,  straits  tint  the  pi 
.i"».ified  th.  seizure  of  a  large     or  ^fb;,?:.?""?'™ 

noigh,..i„g  p.,  or  the  Ar^ntroarofmn:::'"™:';;^: 
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and  trying  wintpr  whk  passed  and  tlio  spring  of  1814 
found  the  colonists  luiek  again  at  Point  Dougks. 

Although  thf  rotnrns  from  their  agri.'ultural  opera- 
tions had  been  very  siiiall,  they  were  assured  of  the  fer- 
tility of  the  soil,  and  were  no  h)nger  in  doiiht  as  to  the 
posfiib;iiti(^  of  H    harvest   when    onee    tlu-   prairie   wa.s 
broken  up,  so  witli  lighter  hearts  they  phniir.'d  into  their 
work.     In  midsummer  another  band  sent  out  by   l^)rd 
Selkirk  arrived.    Both  by  sea  and  land  their  voyage  had 
been  one  continued  series  of  hardships,  but  in  their  veins 
flowed  the  blood  that  yields  not  to  opposition  or  danger. 
No  sooner  had  they  reached  the  settlement,  exhausted 
though  they  were  with  their  tedious  journey,  than  they 
rolled  up  their  sleeves  and  set  to  work  with  a  will  to 
earn  some  part  of  the  expected  harvest. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  North-Westers  at  Fort  Wil- 
liam was  an  event  looked  forward  to  by  all  who  partici- 
pated in  the  proceedings.    Thither  repaired  a  ntimber  of 
the  wealthy  merchants  from  the  East,  bringing  with  them 
all  the  luxuries  their  cellai's  contained,  to  mei-t  in  annual 
conference   their   tra.ling  partners  of   the   West,   laden 
with  buffalo  tongues,  beaver  tails  and  all  the  delicacies 
the    prairie    could    produce.       In    the    grand    council 
chamber  the  proud  lords  fr.       :Montreal  solemnly  dis- 
cussed the  company's  affairs  with  the  wintering  part- 
ners, no  less  haughty   and  proud,  except  when   in  the 
presence   of   the   lords   ascendant   from    the   Fast,    and 
mapped  out  their  plans  for  the  succeeding  year.     These 
grave  proceedings  wi^rc   interspersed   with  the   evening 
feasts,  served  in  elaborate  style  in  the  great  banqueting 
hall,  and,  as  course  followed  course  and  the  oft-replen- 
ished bowl  w.Rs  drained,  the  rafters  rang  with  shouts  of 
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laughter.and  boisterous  songs.    Far  into  the  night  the 

evds  cont,n„od.     One  by  one  the  banqueters   r!eJ^ 

;^v  .  n,     r;  "^'"^"f  "'^'"^■'^'  ^till  holding  their  sides  as 

utl  tf  "T  ?^'"''  ''"''  ^^^^^'  ^^'  ^  -d<i-  to 
,' nV  in  Z      ""''  disappeared  under  the  table  hum- 

Without  ""1     ;"  I'""  '''  ^^'^^^"  ^^  ^  f-«rite  song. 
Vitlout,  a  host  of  servants,  courcurs  de  hois,  Indians 
.  nd  r.^«^.„,..s.  ,,,itated  their  masters'  revels,  often  con 
e  udmg  ,n  a  free  fight  with  fat.1  results  to  one  or  .Z 
ot  the  frenzied  participants. 

At  tho  annual  meeting  in   1814  it  was  resolved  that 
^.ne  d..s..  .teps  must  be  taken  to  resist  the  ag^iHl 

.tk  th        ^  ''.  "'^^  *"  '"'^'^  "°^hi°-"  ""done  to 

.heck  the  advance  of  the  colony,  and  two  men    well 

^h    or/:;  ""^^'-^f^^^  --  --nissioned  to  e^^: 
tne  order     Duncan  (Jam.ron  and  Alexander  Maedonell 
aceordingly   repaired    to   the   companv's  post  at   For 

settlement       .Macdonell    then    proceeded    farther    west 

to  enhs    the  aid  of  a  band  of  Crees,  while  Cameron 

.iunng  h,s  al.enc.,  moved  freely  am  ng  the  colon LTs' 

-nversmg  with  them  in  their  native  tongue  and  soult' 

to  wean  them  fron.  their  allegiance  to  Lord  Se  kirk      He 

I>'.';-t'>.I  out  to  then,  the  folly  of  remaining  in  t le  ble!k 

n  ^r,....  subject   to  all  manner  of  pH^atio^^^    ^' 
;o     o  t,,,,  ,  ^^^.^^^  ^^^^^  .^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^^       ,  n 

^VM.nH..ndn.i,.  promises  he  ingratiated  him^ 
^uth  h  s  ielluw-countrymcn,  a  number  of  whom  at  his 
^u^^-on,  d^manded  fron.  th.  acting  (.ov^r  1^ 
mn  cannon  l.h.ng.n.  ,<>  ,,.  ..ulen.nt,  which  he  Z 
•  -ed  t.  give  then.,  whereupon  the  rebellious  element 
••'Ok  tlu.u  by  f.n-e.     The  leader  was  arrested  and  eon- 
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fined  in  the  Governor's  house,  which  in  turn  was  be- 
sieged by  Cameron  and  the  prisoner  released.  At  this 
juncture  the  Governor,  Miles  Macdonell,  returned,  and 
Cameron  ordered  his  arrest,  'n*  the  Governor  promptly 
refused  to  acknowledge  the  authority  of  the  representa- 
tive of  the  North-West  company.  In  the  meantime  Alex- 
ander Macdonell  had  returned  from  his  mission  to  the 
Crees,  but  the  warriors  who  accompanied  him,  puzzled 
at  the  conflict  of  authoritj-,  refused  to  be  drawn  into  the 
quarrel.  To  impress  upon  the  natives  and  halfbreeds 
that  his  orders  must  be  respected,  Cameron  made  an 
attack  upon  the  settlement,  and  the  Governor,  not  wish- 
ing to  engage  in  open  warfare,  surrendered  and  was  sent 
to  Montreal  for  trial. 

"With  the  head  of  the  colony  in  close  custody,  Camr 
eron  and  Alexander  Macdonell,  arrayed  in  cast-off  and 
ill-fitting  militia  uniforms,  attended  by  a  semi-barbarous 
mob    of   Bais-bruUs,    now    paraded    daily    before   the 
settlers,  assuming  all  the  airs  of  officers  of  the  King,  and 
coaxed,  bribed  and  frightened  them  into  accepting  trans- 
portation to  Canada.    One  hundred  and  forty,  out  of  a 
total  of  about   two  hundred,   consented   to   the  terms 
offered  them  and,  on  June  15th,  1815,  they  took  leave  of 
their  prairie  homes  and  set  out  on  a  voyage  longer  and 
more  perilous  than  their  trip  from  York  Factory.    For 
tw^elve    long    and    tiresome    weeks    they    paddled    and 
tramped,  besieged  by  mosquitoos  and  bla<'k  flies,  and 
reached  their  destination   in    Western   Ontario,    where 
they  were  located  in  the  Township  of  Wv  st  Gwillirabury 
and  in  the  vicinity  of  London.     Alexander  Macdonell 
was  left  behind  to  complete  the  task  of  clearing  out  the 
colony,  which  he  did  in  a  most  effective  and  heartless 
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manner.  Ten  days  after  Cameron's  departure  each  re- 
mamn^g  settler  was  served  with  a  peremptory  notice  to 
quit  and.  unable  to  resist  their  cruel  persecutors,  thev 
gathered  their  effects  upon  the  river's  bank,  packed  them 
m  canoes,  paddled  down  the  river  to  Lake  Winnipe-^  and 
cro^d  to  Jack  River,  where  .hey  found  shelter  at  a 
Hudson  s  Bay  Company  post.  The  North-Westers  com- 
ple  ed  their  fiendish  work  by  reducing  to  ashes  all  the 
bui  dings  of  the  colony  except  Port  Douglas,  the  trading 

John  Mcleod,  the  resident  agent,  assisted  by  hree 
clerks,  loaded  an  old  three-pounder  to  the  muzzle  with 
broken  chains  and  de;  ed  the  Bois-brules,  who,  seeing  that 

ItnevT7.  t  "'  ^  ^  ^  --^  Prepared  for  the  emer- 
gency, left  him  m  quiet  possession  of  his  stronghold  and 
returned  to  their  own  quarters  at  Qu'Appelle.  McLeod 
set  to  work  to  replace  the  destroyed  holdings  and  to 
preserv^  the  harvest  of  the  settlers,  as  he  confidently  be- 
haved ^at  Lord  Selkirk  would  find  some  means  To 
restore  the  colony. 
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CHAPTER  VITT. 

At  the  very  time  that  Cameron  and  Macdonell  W€ro 
playing  the  role  of  despots  on  the  banks  of  the  Red  River 
Ixird  Selkirk  was  in  Canada  seeking  from  the  Govern- 
ment some  proteetion  against  the  danger  that  he  knew 
was  threatening  his  proteges  in  the  West ;  but  the  Nor'- 
We.sters  wielded  too  great  an  intluenoe  in  official  circles 
for  him  to  hope  for  any  assistance  from  that  fiuarter. 
He  sent  Colin   Robertson,  who  had  been  closely  allied 
with  him  in  mustering  his  first  emigrants,  with  twenty 
Caiiiadians  to  Red  River,  and  the  lirst  intelligen<!e  this 
officer  received  of  the  calamity   that  had  befallen   the 
colony  was  when  he  found  :McLeod  clearing  away  the 
debris.     The  loyal  remnant  that  had  tied  to  Jack  River 
was  brought  ba"k  and  there  soon  arrived  another  detach- 
ment from  Scotland,  in  charge  of  the  new  (iovemor  of 
Rupert's  Land,  Captain  Robert  Semple.    Point  Douglas 
was  once  more  a  busy  hive,  and  the  Kildonan  settlement, 
as  it  was  shortly  afterwards  named  by  its  founder,  after 
a   i)arish   of  that   name   from    which   most   of  the   new 
arrivals  had'  come,  gave  promise  of  a  brighter  futur<'. 
Hut   the   same   mischievous   pair   who    had    wuised    the 
former  trouble  Ivad  returned,  Cameron  at  Fort  (iibraltar 
and  Alexander  MacdoncU  at  Qu'Appellc.  ami  thci'c  were 
murmurings   of   anollHT   outbreak.      Robcrt.son    did    not 
propose  to  wait  for  an  attack,  but,  at  tlH>  first  sign  of 
unrest,    Iw    marched    to    Fort    (ril)raitar    and    arrested 
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Cameron;  but,  upon  his  promising  to  maintain  a  peace- 
ful attitude,  he  -ave  him  his  liberty  and  the  winter 
passed  without  any  attempt  to  mole.^t  the  settlers  By 
the  following  .spring,  1816,  Miles  Macdonell,  who  had 
been  released  without  a  trial,  had  returned  in  time  to 
welcome  Governor  Semple  upon  his  official  inspection  of 
the  post  at  the  Forks. 

The  colonists,  who,  like  thdr  predecessors,  had  win- 
tered at  Pembina,  were  back  again  at  the  Point,  and 
at  no  time  since  the  arrival  of  the  first  band  from  York 
l^actorj'  did  the  settlement  wear  such  an  air  of  content- 
ment.    This  was  the  proverbial  calm  before  the  storm, 
for  which  the  clouds  were  already  gathering  from  every 
point  of  the  compass.    Governor  Semple  precipitated  the 
attack,   which   probably   would   have   followed   in    any 
event,  by  again  capturing  Fort  Gibraltar  and  arresting 
Diiucan  Cameron.    He  counselled  the  destruction  of  the 
tort  Itself,  but  in  this  he  was  so  violently  opposed  by 
Robertson,  who  feared  the  consequences  of  such  a  policv 
that  the  Governor  summarily  dispatched  him  to  conduct 
Cameron  as  a  prisoner  to  Hudson  Bav.    After  their  de 
parture  the   fort  was  demolished  and   the   material   of 
which  It  was  composed  was  transported  bv  rafts  to  Fort 
Douglas,  where  it  was  u.'^ed  in  the  c-ompletion  of  a  new 
tort  which  had  been  begun  by  McLeod.    Fresh  fuel  was 
added  to  the  spreading  flames  of  discord  and  hatred  bv 
the  capture  of  Pem^hina  House  and  the  removal  of  the 
Nor '-Westers'  servant.s    and    stores    to    Fort    Douglas 
3Ieanw.ale  active  preparations  to  wipe  out  the  colony 
were  going  on  in  different  quarters.     An  expedition  was 
starting  from  Fort  William  under  Norman  McLPod  •  .and 
Alexander  Macdonell  was  mustering  the  Nor '-Westers  at 


It- 


100 


THE   EVOLUTION   OF 


Qu'Appelle,  co-operatin?  with   the  notorious  Cuthbert 
Grant,  the  leader  of  a  lawless  band  of  half-breeds.  Grant 
himself  was  a  half-breed  in  the  employ  of  the  North-West 
Company  and  had  spent  several  years  as  an  assistant  to 
Mackenzie  at  Fort  Chippewyan.     On  the  12th  of  May 
this  reckless  desperado   attacked   Lieutenant  Pambrun 
and  a  party  of  Hudson's  Bay  employees  coming  down 
the  Qu'Appelle  River  with  supplies  and  furs  for  Fort 
Houglas.    The  Lieutenant  and  another  factor  were  made 
prisoners,  the  car<;oes  confiscated  and  a  post  up  the  river 
destroyed.     He  continued  with  his  prisoners  and  booty 
and.   .ioining    forces   with    Alexander   Macdonell,    they 
reached   Portage  la   Prairie,   from   which   point  Grant 
was  sent    forward    with   sixty  or  .seventy   Bois-hruUs 
to   nttack  the  colony.       Following  the  Portage  Road, 
an   extension  of  the   main  street  of  the  present   city 
of  Winnipeg,  they  halted  about  four  miles  from  Fort 
Douglas,    with    the   evident    intention    of   passing    the 
colony  unobserved  to  unite  with  the  company,  coming 
in   charge  of  INIcLeod,   which  was   moving  west   from 
Fort  William,  upon  the  same  mischievous  errand,  and 
was  at  tliat  time  about  forty  miles  distant.       A  look- 
out   at     the    fort    had    seen     the    approach     of    the 
strangers  and  given  the  alarm  to  Governor  Semple,  who 
went  out  with  twenty  men  to  meet  Grant  and  his  rabble 
crew,  who  were  partially  concealed  behind  a  clump  of 
trees.     They  had  proceeded  about  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  towards  Kildonan,  to  a  small  wooded  hillock  known 
as  Seven  Oaks,  when  Grant  and  his  murderous  followers, 
disguised  as  savages,  advanced  from  their  hiding-place, 
and,  after  a  short  parley,  rushed  upon  the  party  from 
the  fort,  mortally  wounded  Governor  Semple,  and  with 
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cluded  their  diabolical  work  by  mutilating  the  corpses 
Out  of  an  entire  force  of  twenty-eight,  including  some 

k      r  7  "''  "^'"^  ''^  '''^  '^^«°'  ^--*y-e  were 
killed  and  one  wounded,  while  the  loss  to  the  assailants 

who  sallied  forth  from  the  fort  with  Governor  Semple 
kirk  and^t     f  r''  '''''^''''  '^^^^^^^^^  '<>  '^^^^^ 

Co mJanv      h'  K^T  ^"  ""^  '^^^^^  «^  ^^^  North-West 
Company      He  barely  escaped  with  his  own  life  and 

^vhlle  still  a  prisoner  of  the  Metis,  whose  savage  natures 

were  abused  by  their  recent  bloody  work,  ne", 

Grant  to  spare  the  other  colonists,  and  the  only  tenJ 

Tck  a^tth*'^  ^^'""''"   ''''-  -"^^  under^kir 
7\    !  \  '"'''■''''"  ''''''  ^^''  surrender  of  the  fort 

days  later  the  pamc-stncken  survivors  marched  out  of 
the  fort,  carrying  their  few  belongings  with  them    and 
once  more  the  Kildonan  settlement  was  tenantCrvt 
or  the  wolves  snarling  over  the  still  unburied  b^SesI 
the  vie  ims  of  the  massacre.     The  despairing  colonists 
had  not  proceeded  far  towards  Lake  Winnfpe^  wh  n 
h^v  met  McLeod  and  his  company  of  Nor '- We'te^s     l" 
stead  of  making  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  wanton 
murders  committed  in  his  cause  and  showing  s^^^n 
of  humanity   towards  the  homeless   and   grief-sTricken 
exiles   he  assumed  the  air  of  a  despot  and  expressed  no 
regret  at  the  atrocities  of  the  Bois-brules.     Z    ever^ 

Si  tV:  nVh    "'^^  '--'''  treatingTer.^ 

ncmlit.>    and   harshness,   ransacking  their  effects   .nd 

..PPropriatmg  such  papers  of  Governor  Semple,'  wWch 
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they  had  rescued  from  tlie  fort,  as  he  thought  might  serve 
hi8  own  purposes.     Before  allowing  th<»m  to  re-embark 
upon  their  oheerloss  voyage  to  Jaek  Hiver.  he  arrested 
five  of  the  most  prominent   menvbei-s,    including  John 
Pritehard,  and  sent  them  away  as  prisoners  to  Fort  Wil- 
liam.   He  then  hurried  on  to  Fort  I>)u<;las  and  assunuMl 
command  of  the  united  forces.    We  can  understand,  and 
to  some  extent  .iustify,  the  feeling  of  re.^entiiiftit  enter- 
tained for  the  settlers  by  the  Metis,  whoso  Indian  ances- 
tors had  for  generations  claimed   the  prairies  as  their 
hunting  grounds.     Perhaps  \vc  should  be  more  reserved 
in  our  strictures  upon  the  hardy  bushrangers  and  their 
progeny,  and  throw   the  mantle  of  charity  over  their 
foibles  when  we  reflect  upon  their  environment  and  the 
part  perform*^!  by  them  in  the  conquest  of  the  wilder- 
ness.    In  the  Bois-bruh's  still  lived  some  of  the  spirit  of 
the  old  chief,  IMinovavana,  who,  fifty  years  before,  had 
boastingly  declared  to  Alexander  Henry:  "  These  lakes, 
these  woods  and  mountains  were  left  to  us  by  our  ances- 
tors.   They  are  our  inheritance,  and  we  will  part  with 
them  to  none!"    They  scorned  the  arrogant  claims  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  and,  although  at  first  disposed 
to  relieve  the  wants  of  the  ne^veomers,  they  had   little 
respect  for  them  or  their  occupation.     Being  tlieinsclves 
Lords  of  the  Ohase,  they  expressed  their  contempt  for 
the  settlers  by  applying  to  them  the  epithets  "  Lrs  Jar- 
flinurs,"  (the gardeners),  and  ''Lcs  Maugciirs  <1u  Lard," 
(pork  eaters).  Encouraged  by  the  North-Westers  in  their 
hostility,  they  looked  upon  the  affair  at  Seven  Oaks  as  a 
righteous  act,  and  felt  no  remorse  for  their  recent  crimes, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  gloried  in  their  so-called  victory 
and  regarded  the  slaughter  and  expulsion  of  the  colon- 
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ists  an  event  of  such  transcendent  importance  as  to  caU 

tor  a  celebration  extraordinary.     Bedecking  themselves 

in    he.r  «iva...  to^rj,,,ry,  they  form<>d  a  circle  before  the 

ort.  and    while  the  le..ciers  rec-ounted  the  gruesome  de- 

''"'"  ""[  *'"'  '• ''^t  •'"^'ouriter.  U^oy  writiuxl,  danced  and 

jumped  to  the  rhythmic  time  of  tiie  deafening  tom-toms. 
IlK-n.  .shout.njr  the  savage   war  cry,   they   waved   their 
weapon.s  alK)^-e  th.-ir  heads  and  rushed  upon  the  imagin- 
ary foe  with  all  the  fer.)city  of  a  r.wl  conflict,  until  over- 
come with  exhaustion  and  excitement,  they  fell  to  the 
ground   to  be  trampled  upon  by  their  companions  of 
^-rcater  endurance.     Among  the  spectators  of  this  Dance 
ot  Victory  were  McLc^d  and  Macdonell,  who,  with  little 
regard  lor  their  own  self-ra^p^-t,  applauded  the  savage 
oiy.     J  hey  believed  that  the  last  ^   stige  of  the  colony 
bad  be..i  (L^troyed  and  rejoiced  ,      he  defeat  of  Lord 
NHkirk  s  plans,  albeit  the  purcha.se  price  of  their  fancied 
stHMirity  was  tlu^r  own  honor  and  the  blood  of  their  own 
countrymen. 

to  P^*..?'l  ^^''"^''"  *'^^'  ''''''  ^'^  ^'•'^^ted  with  bumpers 
to  Cuthbert  errant,  and  the  great  dining  hall  rang  with 
praises  ot  the  two  leaders  who  had  .so  thoroughly  exe- 
cuted the  heh..ts  of  the  a.ssembled  partner.;  but  they 
^HT.  short  y  to  be  called  to  account  by  another  Scotch- 
man   to  vv^iose  ears  had  come  reports  of  the  hostilities 
o    the  Aorth-Westers.    Lord  Selkirk  was  in  Canada,  and, 
af  er  careful  deliberation,  determined  upon  a  course  of 
action  which  showed  that  his  mild  and  peaceful  exterior 
concealed  a  courageous  heart  and  that  he  was  capable  of 
warding  the  thrust  and  returning  the  blow  of  a  danger- 
ous enemy.     Having  appealed  again  to  the  authorities 
tor  protection  of  his  interests  in  the  North- West  and 
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receiving  no  encouragement  from  that  quarter,  he  hit 
upon  the  iuReniotis  expedient  of  employing  a  himdred 
or  more  of  the  distiharged  mercenaries  who  hjid  been  im- 
ported to  take  part  in  the  American  war.     He  engaged 
them  as  settlers  upon  fair  and  reasonable  terms,  but  had 
in  view  their  ti^fhting  qualities,  should  the  occasion  arise 
for  him  to  use  force  in  a.sserting  his  rijfhts  and  defending 
his  colony  against  any  further  attacks.    At  the  head  of 
his  warlike  contingent,  composed  prin'cipally  of  members 
(,f   the   l)e   Meuron    Regiment,   all    well-equipped   with 
arms,  ho  arrived  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  where  the  wisdom  of 
his  policy  became  manifest,  for  here  he  learned  for  the 
lirst  time  the  particulars  of  t»he  Seven  Oaks  massacre, 
and  chan^'ing  his  course,  he  headed  U>v  Fort  William  to 
beard  the  lion  in  his  den.    Arriving  before  that  strong- 
hold with  such  a  show  of  force  he  easily  obtained  the 
release  of  Pritchard  and  the  other  prisoners,  and,  as  a 
duly  commissiou'ed  magistrate,  he  arrested  William  Mc- 
(iillivray  and  the  other  partners  there  assembled,  sent 
them  east  for  trial,  and  took  possession  of  the  fort.    Upon 
tiieir  arrival  at  Little  York,  where  Lord  Selkirk's  war- 
rants wer'^  lightly   respected,  they  were  promptly  ad- 
mitted to  bail.       His  prisoners  being  disposed  of,  he 
despatched  a  number  of  his  retinue  to  Red  River,  while 
with  the  remainder  he  settled  down  to  spend  the  winter 
at  the  seat  of  the  North-West  Company,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing May  he  continued  his  journey.    He  arrived  at  the 
Forks  about  the  first  of  July,  1817,  and  found  that  the 
De  Meurons  hi.  '  proven  themselves  worthy  of  their  nire, 
as  they  had  recaptured  Fort  Douglas  and  had  brought 
back  the  refugees  from  Jack  River.       His  lordship's 
amiable  disjKwition  and  striking  personality  won  for  him 
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the  r.«pec.t  of  the  colonists  and  the  red  men,  and  he 
unn»ni,ately  b.^fan  to  sot  his  house  in  ord.-r  by  allottin.? 

0  each  of  h,s  newly  arrived  settIo,-s  a  traet  of  land  near 
the  tort  and  framing  a  trc-aty  with  th,^  Indians  by  which 

hey  quutod  claim  to  the  Karl  of  all  their  interest  in  the 
land  ro<i Hired  lor  the  colonists 

Mmnwhile  the  Ilo-ne  Government  had  been  apprised 
of  the  conflict  of  authority  in  Canada  and  reeoini  ,.i 

ndT'^/r  n    ":^'™''"*^'  '-  P'-^'-t  further  trouble 

nd  p,.s,ble  bloodshcKl.     MefJillivray  and  his  con.pan- 

2>  «  ter  the.r  release  at  Little  York,  had  eauscc!  an 

officer  to  be  despatched  to  Fort  William  to  arrest  Lord 

iff  to  the  arbitrary  demands  of  a  biased  tribunal  a 
^nousand  miles  away.  He  arretted  the  officer  commis- 
Moned  to  apprehend  hi,,,,  but  s^ave  hi,,,  his  liberty  aj^ain 
and  sent  him  about  his  business.  In  the  West  I^rd  Sel- 
kirk s  power  wa^  supreme,  and  the  presence  of  his  mer- 
cenaries contributed  towards  gainin,^  for  him  the  respcrt 
from  certain  q,iariers,  which  but  for  the,n  would  not 

ithLth^M ""''''  '?'  '''  ''  '"'-^  "^^^•"-  "^^^  estab- 
lished that  he  was  cruel  or  arbiti-ary;  but  it  is  j^enerallv 

conceded  that  his  influence  was  exercisc.l  for  the  good 

of  alL     In  the  East  his  name  was  a  synony,n  for  tvran„v 

itv  toT/"L"'  "^^'^  North-AVesters  lost  no  opportun'- 
it>  to  vilify  him  and  to  stir  up  their  menials  to  resist  his 
authority.     To  remedy  this  state  of  affairs,  the  Governor 

li^T,   r\T''  '"^t^-"^'^i^>"«  from  England,  appointed 
Colonel  Coltman  and  Major  Fletcher  a  eom„,is   on   'o 
enquire  into  the  recent  disturbances  and  return  to  the 
interested  parties  their  respective  possessim,.  on^  „«n^r 
ally  to  take  such  measures  a.s  were  neces.sarv  to  /e^  Jre 
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poaw  and  order.  Tlu'y  arrived  at  Fort  Douglas  while 
the  Earl  was  busily  engaged  in  reviving  the  spirits  of 
his  discouraged  settlers  and  were  surprised  to  find  in  him 
all  enthusiastic  philanthropist,  wliose  only  aim  in  life 
was  to  better  the  condition  of  his  fellow-eountrymen,  in- 
sitwad  of  the  fiauiing  fire-brand  they  had  expected  to 
meet.  They  performed  their  ta.sk  with  s<;rupulous  care, 
and  their  report  reflected  great  credit  upon  their  good 
judgment  and  impartiality  and  wiis  in  itself  the  first 
important  step  towards  the  subsenuent  union  of  the  two 
companies  and  the  recom-iliation  for  the  first  time  of  all 
the  traders  on  the  St.  Jjawrenee  and  Hudson  Bay. 

Once  more  Kildonan  wore  a  peaceful  air,  and  naugl 
but  the  memoiy  of  their  past  sufferings  marred  the  con- 
tentment of  the  re-established  colony.  With  words  of 
comfort  and  good  clieer  his  lordship  lOok  leave  of  the 
settlers  assembled  to  wisli  him  Godspeed.  A  far  different 
reception  awaited  him  at  ^lontreal,  for,  no  sooner  had 
he  arrived,  than  he  was  confronted  with  a  storm  of 
legal  proceedings.  With  just  pride  we  point  to  our 
courts  of  law  a.s  the  unpolluted  fountains  from  which 
flows  tiie  traditional  British  Justice,  but  we  hanor  our 
heads  in  shame  when'  we  recall  the  farcical  proceedings 
of  1818,  w'hich  resulted  in  the  ac<iuittal  of  the  iriurderers 
of  Governor  Semple  and  the  awarding  of  l"^'ivy  damages 
against  the  Earl  of  Selkirk.  In  the  face  of  uncontro- 
vertcMl  facts,  blind  partisanship  ran  rampant  and  all 
hands  were  raised  against  his  lordship.  At  r.o  time  in 
the  history  of  Canada  was  ever  a  single  individual  sub- 
jected to  sueh  an  unjust  and  bitter  pei*secntion.  Public 
opinion  became  so  intense  and  perverted  during  the 
trials  at  Little  York  that  even  representatives  of  tlie 
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Protestant  clergy  did  not  refrain  from  joining  in  the 
general  outery,  mitil  the  disconsohite  Earl  was  hounded 
from  our  shores  and,  broken  down  in  limlth,  retired  to 
the  South  of  Eranee,  where  he  died  in  1820. 

The  visit  of  Ijovd  Selkirk  to  Red  River,  the  work  of 
the  eo.nuiissiou  and  the  presence  of  the  I)e  Meurons  all 
tended  to  seeure  the  eolony  fi-om  further  attacks,  but  at 
some  of  the  remoter  posts  there  were  still  frr-quent  col- 
lisions between  the  a-ents  of  the  two  companies.  The 
Kildonmis  betook  themselves  to  bn-akin-  up  the  land 
an<l  improviiig  thea-  homes,  but  they  were  still  unable 
to  raise  enuu-h  foodstuff  to  ^ide  them  ovr  the  winter 
and  in  the  hiU^  autumn  of  1S17  they  again  migrated  to 
Pembina. 

In  July  of  the  following  year  there  was  a  visitation  of 
locusts,  which  came  in  great  clouds,  eclipsing  the  licrht  of 
the  sun  for  miles.     The  grain  was  in  the  ear  and  the 
settlers  were  hopeful  of  a  bountiful  harvest,  but  in  a  f-nv 
hours  every  vestige  of  green   vas  consumed.     In  the 
following  year  these  pests  again  appeared,  and  the  dis- 
couraged colonists  would  have  perished  from  starvation 
had  not  the  Hudson's  Hay  Company  brought  in  a  supply 
of  provisions.     The  reports  of  these  repeated  disasters 
must  have  fallen  heavily  upon  the  heartbroken  Earl  in 
his  quiet  retreat.     To  sa-ure  seed  grain  for  the  sprin^. 
01  1820  was  the  next  problem,  as  the  uear(>st  supply  waJ! 
across  the  border,  five  lumdred  miles  distant.    A  number 
ot    youn-    Ilighlandei-s    volmiteeivd    for    the    journey 
whien  proved  a  difficuH  and  burden.some  one, 'but  the 
Kram  was  obtained  and  a  late  cro],  yielded  them  little 
more  than  wa.s  required  for  seed  for  tiie  following  season 
The  year  1821  was  an  eventful  one  for  the  little  col 
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ony,  and,  indeed,  for  ilie  great  North-West.  We  reserve 
its  consideration  for  another  chapter.  The  most  con- 
firmed optimists  would  hardly  have  ventured  an  opinion 
that  Lord  Selkirk's  scheme  would  prove  successful;  we 
know  from  subsequent  events  tliat  he  was  far  in  advance 
of  his  age,  and  of  the  great  North-West  he  alone  appears 
to  have  had  an  intuitive  conception  of  its  "  illimitable 
possibilities,"  as  Lord  Beaconsfield  expressed  it.  It 
seems  to  have  been  decreed  by  fate  that  the  pioneer 
settlement  of  the  prairios  was  not  to  escape  some  of  the 
tria! .  of  the  older  provin  'cs  and,  like  them,  was  doorae. . 
to  receive  its  baptism  of  blood.  How  much  longer  UiJ 
colonists  could  have  held  out  against  misfortimes  such  as 
they  had  already  passed  through,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
conjecture.  The  De  Meurons  had  served  the  purpose  for 
which  they  were  originally  enlisted,  but  they  were  ill 
adapted  to  their  new  surroundings  and,  while  they  would 
have  proved  a  source  of  protection  in  the  event  of  another 
raid,  such  as  the  colony  had  been  subjected  to  before 
their  arrival,  yet  they  were  a  constant  source  of  worry  to 
the  other  settlers.  They  were  lazy  and  quarrelsome,  and, 
as  professional  soldiers,  had  acquired  habits  that  a  rigid 
military  discipline  might  have  held  in  check,  but  which 
the  freedom  of  a  life  on  the  plains  only  intensified. 
There  was  little  in  common  betv.'een  them  and  the  rest 
of  the  colony  except  a  general  feeling  of  restlessness, 
and  if  1821  had  not  brought  with  it  the  hopeful  begin- 
ning of  a  brighter  era,  we  feel  safe  in  assuming  that  Kil- 
donan  would  have  been  abandoned  and  the  infant  colony 
strangled  at  its  birth. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

The  bloodshed  at  Red  River  had  a  depressing  effect 
upon  the  trade  of  both  companies;  dividends  were  gradu- 
ally shrinking  and  both  were  afraid  of  being  wiped  out 
altogether.      The   North- Westers '   torni   of   partnership 
was  drawing  near  its  close,  and  there  was  such  dissension 
among  the  ranks  that  an  agreement  for  an  extension  was 
very  improbable.    A  parliamentary  committee  was  prob- 
ing into  the  cause  of  the  recent  troubles  and  the  alleged 
miscarriage  of  justice  in  the  colony,  and  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  was  trembling  through  fear  that  its  char- 
ter would  be  annulled  or  its  privileges  materiallv  cur- 
tailed.    The  time  was  ripe  for  such  an  arrangemen^t  as 
would  remove  the  cause  of  the  differences  and  the  death 
within  a  few  weeks  of  Lork  Selkirk  and  Sir  Alexander 
I\rackenzie,  the  two  leading  figures  in  the  late  unfor- 
tunate   di.«turbances,    rendered    more    practicable    the 
negotiations  already  on  foot  for  a  peaceful  settlement 
To  the  Honorable  Edward  Ellice,  an  English  partner  in 
the  North- West  Company,  is  due  the  credit  of  having 
effected  a  happy  union  of  the  hostile  forces.     The  hun*^ 
dred  shares  of  the  new  company  were  equitably  distri- 
buted among  the  resident  tradei-s  and  factors  in  Canada 
and  the  English  partners.     The  abuses  that  had  crept 
into   the  trade   through   competition   were   imnxediatelv 
removed,  the  traffic  in  liquor  was  suppressed,  hunting  out 
of  season  was  discourag<^d  v.nd  the  neglcvted  po^ts  placed 
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upon  a  better  footing,  with  the  result  that  the  trade 
immediately  revived  and  dividends  rose  an  high  as  twenty 
per  cent.  Although  the  future  had  yet  some  bitter  trials 
in  store  for  the  colonists,  they  now  for  the  first  time  felt 
secure  from  the  worst  of  all  evils,  the  cruel  attacks  of 
their  own  kindred.  Man'  can  endure  with  resignatio7i 
and  patience  the  visitations  of  Providence,  but  a  blow 
from  the  hand  of  a  brother  leaves  a  siting  that  time  cannot 
efface.  The  colony  at  this  time  contained  about  five 
luindred  souls  of  different  nationalities,  amongst  whoiu 
various  disputes  had  arisen,  and  to  adjust  these  differ- 
ences the  newly  organized  company  senit  out  two  repre- 
sentatives, one  of  whom  was  Nicholas  (Jai  who,  by  his 
tact  and  courtesy,  succeeded  in  reducinp-  much  of  the 
prevailing  friction.  His  name  will  always  be  associated 
with  the  fortifications  at  The  Forfe,  which  he  rearranged 
in  1822  by  setting  apart  Fort  Douglas  as  a  colony  fort 
and  building  a  wooden  one  as  the  headquarters  of  the 
company,  to  which  was  given  the  name  of  its  popular 
foimder. 

Lord  Selkirk's  executors,  in  the  administration  of  his 
estate,  were  not  unmindful  of  the  cause  that  had  been 
so  dear  to  the  heart  of  their  testator,  and  continued  to 
send  out  more  colonists  and  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  u[)on 
their  welfare.  The  colony,  although  free  from  the  serious 
dangers  tliat  had  threatened  its  extinction  before  the 
formation  of  the  new  company,  was  not  exempt  from 
many  lesser  evils  that  now  retarded  its  progress.  T-^der 
riovernor  :\Iacdonell,  who,  by  a  system  of  fraudulent 
"ntries  and  burdensome  imposts  provMed  the  wherewith- 
all  for  a  riotous  life,  thtTC  were  launehed  a  number  of 
"  get-rich-quick  "   companies,   doomed   to   failure   ^rom 
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the  ho^umhvr.  Jn  the  expeetation  of  enormous  profits 
vyaf,^es  were  advaneed  and  money  was  freelv  spent  uvd 
tlie  inevitable  collapse  was  follow,.!  by  bankruptey  and 
misery.  At  this  early  period  in  the  history  of  the  settle 
raoBt  th<^  religious  question,  whieh  for  generations  after 
drul.Hl  the  settlers  into  opposin-  fa^'tions,  took  0,1  ;■ 
senons  aspect  and  n>sulted  in  the  fonnation  of  the  two 
parties,  the  S<'ottish  and  the  French. 

In  spite  of  these  drawbacks  the  eolonv  grew  and  en- 
joyed a  certan,  dcgnn^of  prosperity,  but  it  was  overtake,, 
m  the  winter  of  1826-7  by  a  disaster  so  overwhehninglv 
d.>.t.ruct,ve  that  wc  ,„arve!  tluU  it  ever  recovered  fro,"., 
th(>  effects.     Early  in  the  autn.nn  of  1826  the  settlement 
was  overrun  by  an  anny  of  ,„ice,  which  appeanxl  everv- 
wh,ere  in  sneh  counth^s  nun.bers  that  their  origin  .vas'a 
•"vstery.     They  seemed  to  spring  out  of  the  ground  on 
<"very  side  and  devoure.I  everything  before  the,,,,  ,>ven 
M.e  stubble  in   the  fields,  and   left   the  famine-strickc, 
colonists  with  empty  granaries  to  face  the  severest  win- 
ter they  had  yet  experienced.     Fi<Tce  blizzards  swept 
over     he  desolate  prairies  and  the  colony  was  deluged 
with  such  mountains  of  snow  that  the  trails  became  i,n- 
passable,  and  .uiy  settlers  wandering  from  th.  ir  ho,„es 
in  search  of  food  ran  the  risk  of  being  lost  in  r  blindin-^ 
snowstorm,  with  the  thermometer  sometim,>s  4.r  beloxv 
i^ero.     Some  floun.lered  through  the  drifts  i„  thedr  vain 
atte.npts  Uy  voa.h  Pembina,  ami  their  stiffened  .-orpses 
were  found  upon  the  plains,  where  a  death  mo,-e  ,„erciful 
than  .starvation  had  overtaken  them.     Tht^  few  who  did 
reach  I'e,nbina  found  that  the  buffalo  had  fled  to  distant 
fields,  where  no  hunter  could  follow  them.     One  partv 
stumble,]  upon  an  obj.ct  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  tl,; 
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village,  and,  clearing  away  the  snow,  they  discovered  the 
emaciated  body  of  a  poor  mother  with  her  baby  wrapped 
in  the  folds  of  her  scanty  garments.  To  save  that 
precious  burden  she  had  travelled  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  miles,  and  the  drawn  features  of  that  up- 
turned face  depicted  the  despair  and  agony  whicli  even 
death  eould  not  conceal  of  that  devoted  heart  as  she 
sank  exhausted  within  sight  of  the  expected  succor.  No 
less  than  thirty-three  lives  were  lost  from  hunger  and 
exposure,  and  many  of  those  who  survived,  after  devour- 
ing their  dogs  and  horses,  and  even  scraps  of  leather, 
went  nuid  with  delirium.  With  the  opening  of  spring 
communications  were  re-established,  and  as  relief  came 
to  the  starving  settlers  they  hoped  that  they  had  seen  the 
last  of  their  atllictions,  but  that  vain  hope  was  soon  to  be 
dashed  to  the  ground.  With  truth  they  might  have  ex- 
claimed: 


"One  woe  doth  tread  upon  another's  heel. 
So  fast  they  follow." 


The  ice  in  the  Red  River  had  frozen  to  a  depth  of  live 
or  six  fvet.  and  long  before  this  barrier  was  removed  the 
melting  snow,  which  had  covered  the  plains  to  the 
south,  came  pouring  in  from  the  tributaries  with  an 
unprecedented  fury.  Slowly  at  first  the  waters  rose, 
rushing  on  towards  The  Forks,  bearing  upon  their  sur- 
face huge  blocks  of  ice,  which  were  piled  high  above  the 
ordinary  level  until  from  bank  to  bank  a  massive  dam 
was  reared;  then,  oviM'tlowiiig  their  banks,  came  like  a 
tidal  wave  towards  the  panic-stricken  colony.  The  Gov- 
ernor sought   refug     in    the   upper  storey   of  his  resi- 
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dence,  which  was  snbmerored  to  a  depth  of  ten  feet     The 
greatest  confusion  prevailed  as  the  terrified  settlers  fled 
trom  their  homes,  dra-^ng  their  effects  with  them  to  th»^ 
nearest  elevation,  from  which  perhaps  they  were  a^ain 
dnven  as  the  nsinc.  flood  crept  higher  and  hijjher     For 
seventeen  days  the  deluge  continued,  and  as  the  ire  gave 
way  m  places  ine  water  rushed  out  as  through  a  mill- 
race,  carr.v,ng  all  before  it  until  scarcely  a  building  was 
left_  upon   Its  fomidation;  but  houses  and  bams  were 
drifting    hither  and    thither,    with    howling    dogs    and 
ftnghtened  cat.  perched  upon  their  roofs.     On  towards 

"hile  the  despairmg  owners,  shivering  upon  some  rocky 
eminence,  looked  out  over  the  surface  of  a  great  Irke 
extending  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reaeh.  June  was  wel 
advanced  before  the  flood  subsided,  and  the  settlers  were 
able  to  return  to  the  site  of  the  colony,  for  little  more 
remained  than  the  land  itself. 

d  Jrll^'  ^^ir^"'  "'  ""'  ''"''  ^"^  P^^^^^°  themselves 

to.y  of  the  sett  ement,  they  made  themselves  particularly 
offensive  by  pilfering  the  live  stock  of  the  other  colon 
-ts.  which  t  ey  slaughtered  and  sold  again  to  the  ordinal 
owners   at   famine   prices.      The   colony   enduredfhe 
nsoence  and  oppression  for  a  time,  but  there  w^' 
hmit  to  the  Scotchmen's  patience  and  low  murmrn^' 
of  reprisal  reached  the  ears  of  the  predatorv  and  insoW 
rnorcenanes.  who  exercis^  their  discretion  rather  than 
display  their  valor  by  migrating  to  the  United  Stat^ 
talcing  with   them   their    Swiss    .^ves    and    neighboT; 
.vho  had  been  introduced  into  the  colony  a  few'  L; 
beforv  to  provide  housekeepers  for  the  bachelors.  '  The 
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departure  of  this  undesirable  element  was  .such  au  occa- 
sion for  rejoicing  among  the  remaining  colonists  that 
they  gladly  contributed  towards  the  furnishing  of  sup- 
plies for  the  voyage  and  were  more  resigned  to  their 
recent  disasters,  which  were  productive  of  at  least  one 
beneficial  result. 

AVith  a  courage  that  the  very  .tir  of  the  West  appears 
to  foster  in  the  breasts  of  all  its  frontiersmen,  the  Scotch- 
men set  to  work  to  sow  and  reap,  to  build  and  expand 
antl  to  lay  sure  and  firm  the  foundations  of  a  community 
destined  in  time  to  become  a  great  and  populous  city. 
The  French-Canadians  Trom  Pembina  took  up  homes  on 
the  Red  River  at  St.  Boniface  and  the  half-breeds  moved 
to  AVhite-IIorse  Plains,  fartlior  up  the  Assiniboine.  New 
settlers  from  the  outlying  posts  joined  their  fellow-coun- 
trymen at  Kildonan,  and  in  three  years'  time  ovr  two 
hurdred  new  houses  had  ))eeii  built  and  the  R<>d  River 
colony,  now  boasting  a  population  of  1,500  souls,  took  on 
a  new  life.  The  one  thing  n>ee<lful  to  mould  the  character 
and  guide  the  destinies  of  the  youthful  colony  was  a 
strong  and  energetic  leader,  and  such  a  guardian  was  at 
hand  in  the  person  of  George  Simpson,  the  Govemor-in- 
ehief  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.  He  was  still  in 
the  prime  of  life,  had  travelled  extensively  and  acquired 
the  happy  faculty  of  winning  his  way  to  the  hearts  of  all 
sorts  and  conditions  of  men,  and  for  forty  years  he  moved 
from  post  to  post,  ever  mindful  of  the  interests  of  the 
great  company  h(^  served  yet  ever  ready  to  lend  a  willing 
ear  to  the  grievances  of  his  lowest  sn  ordinate,  and  many 
an  outbreak  was  averted  and  old  wounds  healed  through 
his  timely  mediation.  Although  there  was  a  local  gov- 
ernor at  Fort  Garrj-,  it  wa.N  to  Gover-nor  Simpson  that 
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the  delicate  questions  wore  referred,  and  his  pleasant 
manner  and   j^ood   .jiidgirH'nt   rarely    failed   to   effect   a 
satisfactory  solution.     He  also  won  the  raspeet  and  eon- 
tidenee  of  lli,>  Indians,  who  regarded  him  as  the  oracle 
whose    word   could   always    he    relied    upon    and    whose' 
judgment    was   infallihle.      lie  extolled   the   attractions 
ot  Kupert's  Land  and  was  the  first  governor  to  truth- 
fully report  the  great  possihijities  of  the  rich   prairie 
lands,  although   i„   later  years,   when   the  issue   lay  be- 
tween the  spreading  colonies  and  the  fur-trade,   lie  es- 
IH)used  the  cause  of  the  great  monopoly. 

Iff  paid  an  annual  visit  to  the  colony,  which  wa.s  an 
ohj.vt  of   lus   expccial    care,   and   during   his  stay    was 
h.^ieged  with  complaints  of  every  nature.     ITe  patiently 
listened  to  all  who  sought  advi.-e,  and  used  his  best  c,i- 
'leavors  to  smooth  over  the  differences  that  were  con- 
tinually cropping  uj).     By  this  means  he  was  brought 
near  to  the  people  and  could  not  fail  to  realize  the  neces- 
sity for  some  other  tWm  of  govern.i.ent,  and  that  the 
affairs  of  the  growing  colony  could  not  be  satisfactorilv 
administered   by   th<.   nvsi^ent   Governor.     Between   th. 
French  and  Scotch  parties  there  were  fre«iuent  ela.shes 
insignificant  in  themselves,  but  which  threatened  to  Ik' 
attended  with  serious  consequenct^.     The  Frewh  partv 
were  hunters,  whose  harvests  of  furs  were  un<3€rtain,  anil 
the  Scotch  farmers  had  the 
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together.  To  devise  a  form  of  government  for  a  colony 
composed  of  two  such  discordant  elements  was  the  self- 
impased  task  whidi  (Jovemor  Simpson  undertook  to 
perform.  It  is  easy  at  tins  distant  date  to  criticize  the 
system  he  adopted,  but  to  his  astute  mind  it  appeared 
to  be  the  bcsl,  solution ;  and,  when  we  consider  the  diverse 
interests  he  had  to  serve,  his  critics  might  experience 
some  difficulty  in  suggesting  a  substitute  that  would  not 
be  open  to  objections  just  as  serious.  The  Council  of 
Assiniboia,  as  this,  the  first  government  of  the  great 
Norlh-West,  was  styled,  consisted  of  Governor  Simpson, 
the  Local  Governor,  the  Roman  Catholic  Bishop,  two 
Church  of  England  clergymen,  and  ten  others,  made  up 
principally  of  officers  and  retired  officials  of  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company.  That  there  were  but  two  repre- 
ser  natives  of  the  French  party,  who  composed  nearly 
one-half  the  entire  population,  has  been  the  subject  of 
many  adverse  comments,  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  appointment  of  this  Council  followed  imme- 
diately after  an  uprising  of  the  Metis  in  1834,  and  to 
place  any  considerable  power  in  the  hands  of  a  race  that 
had  already  displayed  a  tendency  to  revolt  upon  the 
slightest  provocation  would  have  been  a  most  dangerous 
experiment.  The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  influence 
predominated  in  the  Council,  and  it  nas  quite  natural 
that  it  should,  as  the  company  had,  but  a  few  months 
before,  purchased  the  entire  interest  of  the  Selkirk 
estate  in  Rupert's  Land  and  was  ;igain  the  proprietor 
of  the  territory  over  which  the  new  governing  body  exer- 
cised its  jurisdiction.  It  has  been  urged  that  the  Coun- 
(!il  as  constituted  was  a  mistake,  because  it  failed  ta  pre- 
serve order,  but  such  outbreaks  are  not  traceable  alone 
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to  that  particular  form  of  i.overiiment.  as  rebellions  have 
sinpe  occurred  in  the  same  territory  under  representa- 
tive government.     The  Hudson's  Hay  Company  was  a 
trading  concern,  not  a  colonization  agency,  and  its  chief 
<'nd  was  to  secure  handsoiru'  dividends  for  its  sharehold- 
<'rs,  and  the  Governor,  so  far  as  ho  personally  wjis  re- 
sponsible for  th<^  ereation  of  the  Council,  for  it  must  not 
be  forgotten  that  he  luid  the  Lonilou  lioard  of  Directors 
to  reckon   with,  displayed   unusn.il  skill   and  ability  as 
the  representative  of  the  company  and  showed  a  gen- 
erous consideration  for  the  feelin^^i  of  the  colonists.     No 
lefe-islative  body,  however  coaistituted,  could  preserve  thi.- 
chartered  rights  of  the  company  and  at  the  same  time 
minister  to  the  ever-increasing  needs  of  the  growing  col- 
ony.    It  also   would   have  taxed   the  ingenuity  of  the 
shrewdest  statesman  to  rwoncile  the  two  parties  on  the 
banks  of  the  Red  River.     The  fault  lay  not  with  the 
Govemor-in-chief,  nor  lii.s  Council,  but  in  the  attempt 
to  engraft  upon  the  people  of  the  plains,  at  a  most  un- 
auspicious  time,  when  the  spirit  of  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence was  everywhere  asserting  itself,  the  feudal  sys- 
t^-m  of  Jie  old  world,  a  system  calculated  to  breed  dis- 
content at  any  time,  and  never  were  conditions  more  un- 
suited  for  it8  maintenance  than  in  the  Red  River  colony 
Albeit  the  French  and  Scotch  were  not  a  happv  com- 
bination and  the  Council  was  not  wholly  acceptable  to 
either  party,  the  colony  continued  to  prok'nss.     The  ex- 
lierimeutal    stage    was   pas.sed.      R 
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regarded  as  a  vast  wilderness,  suited  only  for  graziuw 
jrround>*  for  the  vvandcrin)?  herds  of  buffalo.  In  th«  older 
provinees  they  gathered  about  the  firesides  to  listen  to 
the  tales  of  some  returning  pilgrim  who  ha<l  visited  this 
land  of  promise.  From  the  North,  Kast  and  South  the 
svftiers  came  pouring  in,  and  from  the  nucleus  at  Fort 
(farry  the  natiim-buildin  >egan,  and  little  elusters  of 
houses  .sprang  up,  here  anu  there,  on  tlw  distant  prairies, 
wherever  a  favorable  location  attracted  the  ever-increas- 
ing stream  of  immigrants. 
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In    IHlii)   tho   Hrsf   ju.lirial   Irihunal    w<..s  ..roated  an.l 
AdiM.i    rhoni,  a  hard-hra.l.d  S,.<,fWi  lawvor  frmn  Mor.f- 
roal    was  appoint.^   R.rord.-r.  a   position   lu-  ..or.tin,...d 
to  f.l    for  t(.„  y,.ars.     IJis  <J.Iiv,.ram.t^,  if  not  at  all  tin.os 
mod.^ls  ot  lofjical  rcasoninj;,  po«<«>s.s,^  th<'  merit  of  h-ing 
tr(...  Iron,  arnhi-uity,  being  often  express.-.!  in  langnau. 
"f   no   nn.HTtain  soiu.d,  an<l  the   fa<-t    that   he   was  un- 
mnihiv  witu  lx,th  tlu,'  Scotch  and  Frcnvh   leads  to  the 
••o..vh.s.on    that   a-s   betwec-n    them    his   .ju<i,m.ent.s   were 
nphtoous.     There  was  a  suspicion,  ill-fonnded  perhaps 
tl.at  when  the  inter<>sts  of  tlu-  company  ..ver.-  at  stake  the 
N^-al.'s  of  justice  lenn.-d  towar.ls  the  pav,nastei-s  of  the 
Pnn.vly  salary  of  the   Ifecor.ler.     Fron.   the  verv  first 
tl'e  IMV.H-I,  .,H  l,,lM,ree.ls  were  not  .lisp.Hc.l  to  Regard 
Ins  a,,pon.tnH.nl   with  favor,  owing  to  his  having  tak.n 
a.i  uncoM.pronasing  staml  against  the  Freneh-CanaiUans 
ii'  the  l';.p,n.-au  rebellion,  an.l  the  pn-stigi.  of  (Jovernor 
Mnipson  sutJ-er.^1  .-onsiderably  from  the  same  .-ause    The 
•strong  :.rm  of  the  law,  us  represented  in  Mr.  Thom    for 
a  tune  overawed  the  restless  half-breeds,  but  it  w.s  not 
long  betore  even   his  grave  counti-na 
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P'ort  (iHrry  in  the  iiifimtiTne  had  bpf^n  rebuilt,  ;uid  in 
]S4t;  iiii  armp(l  fon'c  consist inir  of  a  (lotacliiuent  of  tlu' 
Sixtli  i.'ciiiiiHnt  III'  Foot  miiiilxM'inf,',  toiintlnT  with  a 
l.i-ancli  of  tli(>  ai'tilltM'.v  and  cnLriiKvr-s,  T.IK)  mm,  under 
the  .'nmniand  of  Colonel  Crofton,  the  newly  appointed 
ivoeal  Governor,  took  posM-sMon  of  tiie  new  fortitieations. 
All  outward  sijjrns  of  resLstanee  elTeetual)>  disappeared 
before  this  show  of  foree,  but  tlie  cause  of  disaffection 
was  not  removed,  and  the  smouhfcring  flames  of  rebel- 
lion were  merely  subdued  for  the  time,  to  burst  forth 
afresh,  \\ith  jireater  vick-iee,  a^  sof.n  as  the  restraining 
pressure  was  removed.  Ths  troops  were  withurawn  in 
1S4S.  and  in  the  following  year  the  Metis,  under  the 
leadership  of  i.ouis  Kiel,  father  of  the  famous  rebel  of 
the  same  name,  oll'i  reil  u.c  tiret  arnuid  rcsistau<-e  to  thi- 
authnrity  (if  the  Recorder.  One  of  their  number  was 
chartred  with  tr.idiuii-  in  furs  with  an  Jniiiau,  and  upon 
the  day  ti.\e<i  for  his  trial  liie!  haranyued  50(1  of  his 
eom{)atriots  and  led  tliem  to  the  door  of  tlie  court  house 
to  eiifon-e  their  demands.  'Ph.'  Judge  took  his  scat  upon 
the  hencii.  but  there  was  no  response  to  the  crier's  call 
for  the  prisoner,  who  was  iield  by  the  angry  inol)  without. 
The  court  I'eh'.xed  somewhat,  from  the  custonuiry  digidty 
of  its  proceedings  by  despatching  a  messenger  to  the 
defiant  half-breeds,  requesting  them  to  send  a  represen- 
tative to  tlie  court  to  confer  with  the  authorities.  Twenty 
armed  Metis  conducted  the  prisoner  before  the  tribunal, 
where  tlie  accused  trader,  in  the  eoui-se  of  au  informal 
discussion,  admitttnl  the  ■  treiiec,  but  refused  to  submit 
liimself  t<»  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  an'l  was  again 
borne  trium{)lumtly  away  amid  tlie  shouts  and  jt-ers  of 
his  excited  friends,  who  tauntingly  detied   the  offieials 
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and  .hallPno^od  tho,„  to  Mrre,st  the  defendant.    The  court 
reprardi,  ss  of  the  form  of  proeedure,  recorded  a  verdict' 
c.     -nilty,   b„t  dared   not   atten.pt   to   enforce   its   own 
-   r.-.     Adam   Thorn's  judicial  career  was  ended    and 
;'-«nn  tn-,i  r,y  the  Hudson's  Bay  (^ompany  realized  thai 
^  ■"  ^"<>0  .  Zionists  of  the  Red  River  Settlement  could  no 
<"'^-.;  ^^'^  oa.ioled  or  hullied  into  obedience  to  regulation, 
hat    interfered    with    their   freedom.      The    Recorder's 
ourt  continued  as  the  oflficial  means  of  administering 
the  laws  of  the  Council,  but  Mr.  Thorn  no  longer  pre^ 
^idod,  and  It  was  not  an  unusual  occurrence  for  the 
«ott,en,.  end,olden.ed  by  their  succes.s  in  dethroning  the 
firs    Recorder,  to  rescue  their  friends  from  the  officers 
of  the  law  when  they  had  reason  to  believe  that  their 
ri-hts  were  beino;  invaded  or  disregarded.     Every  ne^v 
.-.rnval  m  the  c-olony,  wonderin^r  at  the  absence  of  some 
torm   of  rej,re.sentative   -overnmenl,   added  to   the  fast 
nsmg  tide  of  opposition  to  the  rule  of  the  Company  but 
.ome.  with   the  mor-  law-abiding  class  in  couns;iliug 
peaceful  measures.  ^ 

fh%^^^l  *^'  '"'""•'^  ^'^  •■'"'"™'^  ^"^^  dimensions  and 
he  discontent  was  so  general  that  none  saw  more  clearly 
han    he  company  that  the  time  for  a  change  was  fast 

f^e  u  d  h"%/\"  '''  ''  representative  governments 
It  could  hardly  be  expected  that  anv  settlement  com 
P^-od  of  British  subjects  would  humbly  submH  to  the 
™po.ition  of  taxes  and  the  enactment  and  enforcem  n 
0    laws  by  a  body  of  men  in  whose  appointment  Thev 
had  no  voice     The  whole  question  was  investigated  bv  a 

..eet  committee  of  the  Imperial  House,  and  onlv  the 
<'astmg  vo  e  of  the  chairman  defeated  a  resolution  pro 
posed  by  Mr.  Glad..tone  that  th.  company  be  dcpr'ed 
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of  its  privileges.  In  tlif>  i-iid  ;i,  cnmpromi.SK.'  report  was 
jiirroed  upon,  vromiiiPiidinir  th.it  flir  Rt'd  Kivfr  and  Sas- 
kali'ht'waii  districts  l)c  ccdt'd  to  ('atiada  on  iHpiitfblo 
])rin('ipl('s.  hut  tliat  the  conipaiiy  should  retain  its 
monopoly  in  the  fur  trade.  In  the  Canadian  Parlianit^nf 
tlu'  subject  was  warmly  discussed,  l)ut  no  (h^tinite  course 
of  action  was  adopte<i.  For  Tiearly  two  hundred  years 
tlie  conii)any  luid  succeeded  in  retaining  unimpaired  all 
the  extensive  grants  and  privileges  of  its  original  chai'- 
ter,  which  had  more  than  oiH-e  been  eoufirnuMl  by  j'oyal 
patent,  often  challenginl,  but  at  no  time  had  there  be<.'n 
a  judicial  prjnouncement  upon  its  validity.  Whatever 
nuiy  have  l)een  the  view.s  of  former  I'ariiaments,  it  re- 
(piired  no  ])rophet  to  foresee  that  tlie  petition  of  ihe 
colonists,  praying  for  a  termination  of  the  company's 
rule,  must  in  the  end  prevail,  and  that  some  policy  must 
be  ad<'pted  calculated  to  open  up  the  country  ainl  to  pro- 
mote colonization.  To  forestall  tlie  action  of  I'arliainent, 
winch  they  feared  might  i)e  att<-nded  with  .srrious  coii- 
seipieuees,  tile  coiiijiauy  maile  oiii  Hiial  etVort  to  .solv*-  the 
diffi(!ult\.  With  the  aiil  of  a  slt-img  tinaiK-ial  association, 
the  eom])aiiy  was  reorganized  upon  a  basis  making  espe- 
cial provision  for  the  development  of  agriculture,  the 
introduction  of  settlers  and  the  imi)rovement  of  their 
condition:  but  it  was  too  late  to  frame  a  poliey  to  suit 
the  more  outspoken  leaders  of  the  disaffected  colonists, 
whose  o[)position  had,  through  yi  ai's  of  strife,  deepened 
into  a  hatred,  and  nothing  shoi-t  of  absolute  freedom 
woulil  be  accepted.  The  longer  the  fight  continued  the 
more  bitterly  did  the  maleontents  denornce  the  adminis- 
tration and  in.sist  npon  complete  emancipation  from  the 
rule  of  the  oppressive  monopoly.     In   18,19  two   enter- 
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prising  En^lishni  n  supplied  another  mouthpiece  for  the 
complaints  against  company  despotism  by  publishing  a 
pretentious  little  sheet,  the  "Nor '-Wester."  the  pioneer 
of  the  press  of  Western  Canada.  By  1864  it  was  evident 
to  everv'one  that  not  only  must  some  new  form  of  govern- 
ment be  devised,  but  also  that  the  company  could  no 
longer  hold  the  vast  territory  over  which  it  had  claimed 
exclusive  jurisdiction  for  nearly  two  hundred  years. 

The  Honorable  William  McDougall,  Minister  of  Crown 
Lands,  was  the  first  Canadian  statesman  to  lay  claim  to 
all  the  Xorth-West  territor-  that  could  be  proven  to  have 
been   m  possession  of  the  French   at  the  time  of  the 
ce^ion  of  Canada  to  the  British.     His  contention  ap- 
pears to  be  most  sound,  as  the  grant  from  King  Charles 
was  not  of  all  the  lands  described  in>  the  charter,  but  only 
such  portion.s  of  them  as  were  "not  already  actually 
possessed  by  or  granted  to  any  of  our  subjects  or  pos- 
sessed by  the  subjects  of  .ny  other  Christian  prince  or 
state.       .\t  the  time  the  patent  was  issued  the  French 
were  trading  in  the  Xorth-West,  and  continued  to  do  ^o 
until  the  British  conquest,  and  it  is  quite  apparent  that 
the  .saving  .-lause  quoted  above  was  inserted  with  the 
view  of  respecting  and  preserving  their  rights.    In  1864 
mainly  through  his  influence,  the  question  of  purchasing 
outright  the  interest  of  the  company  in  all  the  lands  in- 
cluded in  their  charter  again  became  the  subject  of  dis- 
cussion in  both  the  Colonial  and  Home  Pariianients    The 
Metis,  in  <'lamoring  for  a  change,  had  been  so  engrossed 
m  their  attacivs  upon  the  company  and  the  Council  that 
they  had  relaxed  somewhat  in  their  antagonism  to  the 
other  colonists,  but  now,  when  all  signs  pointed  towards 
handing  over  the  territory  t.  f},.  r-anndian  Government 
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the  cleavage  between  the  t      parties  became  greater  than 
ever. 

The  confederation  of  the  provinces  in  1867  anticipated 
the  admission  of  Rupert's  Land  and  the  North-Westem 
Territories  into  union  witli  Canada,  and  in  December  of 
the  same  year  Mr.  McDougall  introduced  in  the  Cana- 
dian Parliament  a  series  of  resolutions,  urging  the  ex- 
pediency of  petitioning  Her  Majesty  to  effect  the  union 
and  to  grant  to  Canada  the  authority  to  legislate  for 
their  future  welfare  and  good  government.  It  was  at 
this  stage  of  the  negotiations  that  there  arose  among  the 
French  element,  according  to  Archbishop  Tache,  "a 
nervousness  and  imeasiness  about  the  future."  They 
had  entertained  aspirations  of  becoming  an  independent 
colony,  and  the  proposal  that  they  should  be  turned 
over  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  Canadian  Government 
aroused  the  indignation  of  a  few  hot-headed  enthusiasts, 
who  easily  acquired  a  considerable  following  by  magni- 
fying the  consequences  of  such  a  step  and  emphasizing 
in  particular  the  loss  of  all  control  over  tlieir  language, 
their  religion  and  their  schools.  The  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment, by  the  "Rupert's  Land  Act,  186S,"  prepared  the 
way  for  negotiations  for  the  surrender  of  the  lands  of 
the  company.  In  1869  the  negotiations  were  resumed, 
and  the  terms  of  purchase  arranged,  whereby,  in  con- 
sideration of  £300,000  and  subject  to  certain  reserva- 
tions, including  all  established  posts  and  every  twentieth 
section  in  the  fertile  belt,  some  2,300,000  square  miles 
of  territory  were  to  pass  to  Canada.  In  June  of  the 
same  year  the  Canadian  Parliament  prepared  for  the 
reception  of  the  territories  by  passing  "An  Act  for  the 
temporary  government  of  Rupert's  Land  and  the' North- 
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Western  Territory  when  united  with  Canada,"  the  pro- 
visions of  which  proved  very  distasteful  to  a  lar-e  pro- 
portion of  the  colonists.    The  Governor,  with  the  advice 
of  the  Privy  Council,  was  authorized  to  appoint  a  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of  the  North-West  Territories,  and  "to 
make  provision  for  -le  administration  of  y  Ake  therein 
and  generally  to  make,  ordain  and  establish  all  such  laws 
institutions  and  ordinances  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
peace,  order  and  good  government  of  Her  Majestv's  sub- 
jects and  othere  therein."    It  also  provided  for 'the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Council  to  aid  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
in  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  territory'     No 
provision  whatever  was  made  for  representative  govern- 
ment, and  the  country  was  still  to  be  ruled  by  a  Council, 
the  only  difference  being  that  the  new  government  was 
appointed  by  the  Dominion  authorities  instead  of  bv  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

Before  the  deed  of  surrender  was  actually  signed  the 
Canadian    Government   sent   out   a  staff  of  surveyors 
under  Mr.  Snow  to  lay  out  the  country  into  tou-nships. 
As  the  new  lines  run  by  Mr.  Snow  did  not  coincide  with 
the  old  onas,  by  which  the  settlers'  lots  had  been  laid  out 
and  a  great  deal  of  confusion  was  likely  to  result  from 
the  change,  the  ringleaders  of  the  opposition  seized  upon 
this  circumstance  as  a  further  ground  for  resisting  the 
authority   of  the   Canadian   representatives.     Mr    AIc- 
Dougall  was  appointed  Lieutenant-Govei-nor  and  set  out 
for  the  North-West,  with  a  retinue  of  officials  and  ser- 
vants, to  be  on  hand  to  take  over  from  the  resident  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Company  the  reins  of  power,  as  soon  as  the 
Queen  s  proclamation  should  issue  declaring  the  terri 
tory  a  part  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada.     It  is  tru.  the 
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colonists  had  petitioned  for  the  aid  and  protection  of  the 
Canadian  Government,  and  if  a  more  politie  method  of 
granting  that  prayer  had  been  adopted  they  probably 
would  have  consented  to  be  ruled  for  a  time  at  least 
from  Ottawa,  but  the  mistake,  if  such  it  was,  consisted 
of  sending  to  the  colony  a  government  "all  ready  made" 
without  in  any  way  conferring  with  them  as  to  what 
form  would  be  most  acceptable  to  them.  ITad  they  beiMi 
consulted,  great  ditlficulty  would  probably  have  been  ex- 
perienced in  settling  upon  a  plan  wholly  agreeable  to  all 
parties,  as  the  half-breedis  had  shown  no  disposition  to 
treat  with  the  English-speaking  colonists  upon  even 
terms;  but  the  gravity  of  the  situation  was  not  fully 
realized,  or  an  attempt  at  a  compromise  would  have  been 
made,  and  if  happily  effected  a  most  dangerous  crisis 
would  have  been  safely  passed.  All  classes  were  unani- 
mous in  their  determination  to  be  rid  of  the  company's 
Council,  but  do  not  appear  to  have  even  entered  into  an 
intelligent  discussion  as  to  what  was  to  take  its  place. 
The  great  mass  followed  a  few  hot-headed  leaders,  who, 
in  their  denunciation  of  the  administration  of  the  affairs 
of  the  colony  by  the  company,  indulged  in  most  extrava- 
gant language  and  won  a  local  reputation  for  power  and 
influence  that  gave  them  a  mastery  over  their  admiring 
followers.  Chief  among  these  agitators  was  Louis  Riel, 
a  well-educated  man,  shrewd  and  cunning  in  devising 
plans,  but  too  frequently  lacking  the  courage  to  carry 
them  out.  The  chief  lieutenants  of  the  rebel  leader  were 
W.  B.  O'Donoghue.  y  mischief-making  Irishman,  steeped 
to  his  eyes  in  Fenianism,  and  a  French-Canadian,  A. 
Lapine,  ready  at  all  times  to  execute  the  traitorous  be- 
hests of  his  fellow-conspirators:  a  dangerous  trio  to  lead 
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the  restless  half-breeds,     (lovernor  MoDougall,  who  had 
hoped  to  be  acclaimed  the  liberator  of  the  -reat  Xorth- 
West,  found  his  projrress  block.,!  at  Pembina  bv  the  rebel 
leader  at  the  head  of  three  or  four  hundred'  men,  and 
was  forced  to  make  ,n  i-nominious  retreat  across  the 
border.     A  proclamation  was  issued  bv  this  s.-lf-eonsti- 
tuted    dictator,    who    professed    to    represent    only    ti.e 
French-.speaking  population,  invitin-  the  English-sp,"ak- 
ing  colonists  to  send  twelve  representatives  to  a  confer- 
ence "to  consider  the  pres.-nt  state  of  this  country  and 
to  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  deemed  best  for  the 
future  welfare  of  the  same."    Port  (iarrv  was  s<iized   a 
garrison  of  half-breeds  installed,   a  pixjvisional  govern- 
ment formed  with  John  IJruce.  a  plastic  figure-head    as 
president   and  Kiel   sc'retary.   and    uv.-r   the   fort   wis 
raised  the  new  rebel  flag.     In  the  rear  of  the  dwellin-  of 
Dr.   Schultz,   who  had   taken   a  Hrm   stand   again^st  "the 
rebels,  was  a  building  temporarily  used  for  storing  tho 
supplies  of  the  Snow  survey   party.     When   the  "half 
breeds  began  to  gather  in  a  threatening  nuinner  at  Fort 
Garry,  Colond  Dennis,  a  r.'presentative  of  the  Dominion 
Government,  sent  out  to  adjust  the  trouble  over  the  new 
survey,  direcU  '  that  every  precaution  should  be  taken 
to  safeguard  their  supplies.     Accordiuglv  fifty  or  sixty 
Canadians,  indifferently  armed,  gathered  at  the  Sehultz 
residen<^e  for  that  purpose,  with  the  result  that  the  whole 
party,  m.-luding  the  Sehultz  family,  were  placed  under 
arrest.     This  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  gnanling  the 
stores  has  been  characterized  as  the  ••Sehultz  bluiKler  " 
but  as  no  force  was  used  or  even   threatened,  and   tlie 
only  ob.iect  in  vhnv  was  to  protect  property  in  whicj.  the 
half-breeds  h'ld  no  inte 
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the  blunder  or  what  justification  can  be  pleaded  for  the 
wholesale  arrest  of  law-abiding  men  .  ud  unoffending 
women.  The  local  governor  of  the  company  endeavored 
to  eheok  the  insurrection  by  issuing  a  count€r-pro<'lama- 
tion,  but,  as  he  admittedly  had  received  no  official  noti- 
fication of  the  transfer  of  the  territory  to  Canada,  his 
empty  threats  merely  strengthened  the  hands  of  Kiel, 
who  next  appeared  in  the  role  of  President.  This  was 
the  position  of  affairs  in  December,  1869,  and  upon  the 
determination  of  the  issue  rested  in  no  small  measure  the 
fate  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  Secret  agencies  were 
at  work  urging  annexation  to  the  I'nited  States,  which, 
if  carried  into  effect,  would  have  forever  precluded  the 
possibility  of  a  confederation  from  ocean  to  ocean.  The 
hand  of  the  Evil  One  manifested  itself  in  a  proclamation 
of  resistance  issued  by  "President"  Bruce,  the  conclud- 
ing words  of  which  were  copied  verbatim  from  the 
Declaration  of  Independence.  To  evolve  order  out  of 
this  dangerous  chaos  was  a  task  before  which  the  strong- 
est might  well  hesitate. 

The  Ottawa  Government  had  not  anticipated  sxich  a 
crisis,  and  Sir  John  A.  ]\Iacc'onald  wisely  accepted  the 
proffered  assistance  of  the  newly  appointed  Governor  of 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  who  was  none  other  than 
Donald  A.  Smith,  the  present  Lord  Strathcona  and 
Mount  Royal.  He  was  appointed  special  commissioner 
and  so  broad  was  the  scope  of  his  authority  that  he  was 
not  only  directed  to  enquire  into  the  cause  of  the  obstruc- 
tion to  Governor  McDougall,  but  was  empowered  "to 
explain  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  country  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  the  Government  of  Canada  intemk  to 
administer  the  government  of  the  country     .     .     .     and 
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to  take  steps  to  remove  any  misapprehensions  which  may 
exist  in  respect  to  the  mode  of  government  of  the  same, 
and  to  report  to  our  <iovernor-General  the  result  of  siich 
enquiries  and  on  the  best  mode  of  quieting  and  removing 
such  discontent  and  dissatisfaction."  He  was  also  asked 
to  report  upon  th^  most  proper  motle  of  effecting  a 
speedy  transfer  of  the  territory  to  Canada  and  the  most 
advisable  method  of  dealing  with  the  Indians.  To  no 
single  individual  wa.s  ever  assigned  in  the  history  of 
Canada  a  more  delicate  or  important  mission. 

Accompanied  by  his  brother-in-law,  Richard  Hardisty, 
Mr.  Smith  left  Ottawa  on  December  13th  and  arrived  at 
Pembina  on  Christmas  eve.    Leaving  his  credentials  for 
the  tim€  with  Mr.  Provencher,  the  secretary  of  Governor 
McDougall,  the  commissioner  hurried  fearlessly  on  and 
presented  himself  at  the  gates  of  Fort  Garry,  and,  upon 
statmg  his  busines.s,  was  ushered  into  the  presence  of 
"President"  Riel,  who  introduced  him  to  the  provisional 
government.     He  was  requested  to  take  an  oath  that  he 
would  not  attempt  to  leave  the  fort  that  night,  nor  to 
upset  the  government  that  had  been  established,  and,  as 
he  promptly  refused,  he  was  placed  under  arrest  and 
given  to  understand  that  from  that  hour  he  was  to  con- 
sider himself  a  prisoner,  but  this  by  no  means  interfered 
with  his  plans,  and  he  immediately  set  to  work  with  a 
shrewdness  and  determination  characteristic  of  the  man 
An  outdoor  meeting  of  all  the  inhabitants  was  convened 
for  Januarj'  19th.    At  the  appointed  time,  with  the  ther- 
mometer twenty  degrees  below  zero,  the  shivering  settlers 
for  five  hours  listened  to  the  contending  parties    and 
despite  the  efforts  of  Rial  and  his  fellow-conspirators  the 
representative  of  the   Canadian   Government   held' the 
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rebels  in  check  and  made  it  clear  to  the  majority  of  the 
large  assembly  that  the  Imperial  (iovernmcnt  had  "no 
intention  of  acting  otherwise  or  permitting  others  to  act 
otherwise  than  in  perfect  good  faith  towardis  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Red  River  district  of  the  North-West." 
Bloodshed  as  narrowly  averted  when,  upon  the  adjour 
racnt  of  the  meeting  until  the  morrow,  the  release  of  the 
prisoners  was  demanded.  The  "President,"  who  was  in 
no  humor  for  so  complete  a  surrender  of  his  fast-ebbing 
power,  called  his  men  to  arms,  and  for  the  moment  a 
couHict  seemed  inevital)le,  but  fortunately  wiser  coun>)els 
prevailed  and  the  meeting  dispersed  without  an  attempt 
at  a  rescue.  At  the  adjourned  meeting  it  was  agreed 
that,  on  the  following  Tuesday,  twenty  representatives 
of  the  French  population  should  meet  a  like  number 
appointed  by  the  English  to  discuss  :\Ir.  Smith's  com- 
mission and  the  general  welfare  of  the  country.  This 
convention,  after  many  stormy  meetings,  finally  agreed 
upon  a  "List  of  Rights"  setting  forth  the  conditions  on 
which  the  colony  was  prepared  to  enter  the  Canadian 
Confederation,  and  three  delegates  were  elected  to  pre- 
sent it  to  the  Dominion  (iovernment.  On  the  10th  of 
February,  1870,  the  labors  of  the  convention  were  con- 
cluded, but  not  until  Riel  had  prevailed  upon  a  majority 
to  nominate  a  "provisional  government"  with  hiuLself 
at  its  head. 

Since  his  arrival  at  Fort  Garry,  though  not  closely 
confined,  Mr.  Smith  had  renmined  a  prisoner,  and  it  was 
not  until  eight  days  after  the  convention  had  disbanded 
that  he  was  given  permission  to  return  to  (3ttawa.  Dur- 
ing all  this  time  he  had  been  in  close  touch  with  all  that 
iiad  taken  place  find  had  met  with  eoolness  and  prudence 
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thi'    fiery   outbu-st.s   of   tlit-   iraseiblf   rebel    ehief.      The 
obje.'t  of  his  mission   had   been  aecoinplislied  and   the 
settlers   were  sati.stir.l  that   their  grievances  would   be 
heard   by  tiie  Caua.lian  Government,  with   which  they 
were  broujrht  into  direct  'ummunication,  and  that  there 
was  no  iut.-iition  on  the  part  of  Canada  of  trifling  with 
their  rightv     Hcfoiv  his  departure  for  the  East  he  was 
doomed  to  \vitih's.s  one  of  thi;  bloodiest  crimi's  ever  per- 
petrated in  our  country  in  the  name  of  justice.     After 
tht-  uoniination  of  th.'  "Provisional  Government,"  which 
wa.s  not  intended  to  exercise  the  fuuctions  of  an  executive 
<t>iuicil  further  than  to  act  as  a  committee  of  the  colo- 
nis)ts,  to  assist  in  the  transfer  of  the  country  to  Canada, 
and  to  safeguard  the  interests  of  the  colony  "in  the  mean- 
time, Kiel   had   given  his   word  that  all  the  prisoners 
would  be  released.    This  promise  lie  had  failed  to  carrv 
out,  and  on  the  Utli  and  Llth  of  February  about  eighty 
residents  at   the   Portage   nuux?hed,   as  an   unorganized 
body,  to  Kildonan.  where  they  were  joined  by  three  or 
four  hundr-d  more  colonists,  principally  English  half- 
bre.xis.     Th.-  obje.-t  of  this  upri.sing  was' to  demand  and 
se.'ure  the  release  ol  tiie  prisoners  still  held  in  custody, 
but  as  the  movement  was  discoiuitenanced  by  the  maior- 
ity  of  Engli>h  and  Seotch  settler.s,  they  abandoned  their 
purpose  and  w,  re  returning  to  their  respective  homes, 
when    f()rty->ev..ti   of  their  number  were  arrested.     No 
attempt  1ki>  !>eeu  made  to  defend  this  treacherous  act. 
IL'  admitt.M  his  error  by  setting  tlie  other  prisoners  free 
upon  hearing  of  the  approach  of  their  would-be  resvuers. 
Among  the  nuuiber  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  usurper 
Kiel    was   Captain   Boulton,    who    was   tried    by   court- 
martial  on   tile    17th   and  sentenced   to   be  shot  on   the 
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following  day.  Through  the  intercession  of  Mr,  Smith 
his  life  was  spared.  Two  weeks  later,  without  any  inti- 
mation in  the  meantime  as  to  any  further  intondt"d  execu- 
tions, the  comrai8sion«r  was  thunderstruck  upon  being 
infonned  by  the  Rev.  George  Young,  a  Methodist  clerg>-- 
man,  that  Thomas  S<'ott,  another  prisoner,  whose  conduft 
it  was  alleged  had  been  offensive  to  the  "President,"  had 
been  summarily  tried  by  court-martial  and  was  to  be  shot 
in  an  hour's  time.  This  farcical  proceeding,  in  which  the 
life  of  the  accused  v  as  at  st^ke,  was  conducted  in  the 
French  '.ariguage,  of  which  Scott  had  little  or  no  know- 
ledge. He  was  allowed  no  counsel  nor  opportunity  to 
present  a  defence,  and  was  not  even  aware  of  the  serious 
nature  of  the  charge  preferred  against  him.  A.s  Mr. 
Smith  stated  in  his  report  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  the 
thing  appeared  "too  monstrous  to  be  possible,"  and  the 
reverend  gentleman  was  "paralyzed  with  horror." 
"When  calling  upon  Riol  he  was  informed  that  the  scii- 
tence  was  irrevocable  and  would  not  be  postponed  one 
minute  beyond  the  appointed  time.  Every  possible  intlu- 
ence  was  brought  to  besir  upon  the  tyrant,  but  he  was 
immovable,  and,  under  the  pretext  that  this  murderous 
act  would  command  the  respect  of  Canada  for  the  colo- 
nists, the  victim  was  led  outside  the  gaite  of  the  fort  and. 
while  he  knelt  in  the  snow  in  prayer,  beside  a  coftm  pre- 
pared for  the  reception  of  his  body,  the  firing  squad 
levelled  their  guns  and  executed  the  mamlate  of  their 
heartless  master. 

Following  the  report  of  Mr.  Smith  and  upon  the  pres- 
entation of  the  "List  of  Rights"  by  the  delegates  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpase.  tJif^  Dominion  P.^rli.qment,  .an- 
ticipating the  order  of  Her  Majesty-in-Council  admitting 
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Uuptit^  Liiiid  iiiul  tho  North-Western  Territory  into  the 
Tnion,  pii>Md  in  M«y,  1870,  an  Act  whereby  tlic  Ited 
River  settlenu-nts  be«'ariie  an  integral  part  of  the  eon- 
federation  and  the  colony  planted  by  Lord  Selkirk  tifty- 
eijfht  years  before  blo.s.somed  forth  as  the  Province  of 
Mnnit()b;i.  with  an  estiniatetl  population  of  seventeen 
thousand  souls.  Ample  provision  from  the  Dominion 
treasury  was  made  for  the  eost  of  government,  and  the 
rights  of  the  half-breeds  antl  other  selilers  were  recog- 
nized and  suitably  provided  for.  Treaties  were  after- 
wards made  with  the  Indians  for  the  extinguishment  of 
their  titles,  and  they  were  taken  under  the  wing  of  the 
paternal  (iovermnent  at  Ottawa,  which  left  nothing  un- 
done which  could  be  foreseen  at  the  time  to  give  the 
youngest  member  of  the  Dominion  a  fair  start  as  an 
independent  provin<'c.  I'pon  the  recommendation  of  the 
commissioner  that  a  strong  military  force  should  be  sent 
to  the  Xortli-West,  Colonel  Garnet  Wolseley,  with  his  fam- 
ous Red  River  Brigade,  was  despatched  from  To"onto 
on  May  25th.  The  entire  command  numbered  over  1,400 
men,  composed  of  400  regulars,  750  volunteers  from  the 
drilled  regimcnt,>  of  Ontario  and  Quebec,  274  voijayeurs 
and  14  guitles.  The  distance  to  be  covered  Wius  1,280 
miles,  and  the  many  vexatious  delays  emphasized  the 
neces.\ity  for  an  all-Canadian  railway  to  our  newly  ac- 
quired pos.sessions.  The  lirst  stages  from  Toronto  to  Col- 
lingwood  by  rail  and  thence  by  steamer  to  Sault  Ste. 
Marie  were  easily  accomplished,  but  the  gates  of  the 
canal  were  closed,  not  only  to  the  "contraband  of  war," 
but  to  the  vessels  chartered  to  convey  the  troops  and 
stores  to  Prince  Arthur's  Landing.  This  obnoxious 
restriction,  which  was  subsequently  withdrawn  through 
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the  iniervention  of  Her  Majesty  s  Minister  at  Washing- 
ton, rejoiced  the  hearts  of  the  blatant  Fenian  rabble 
across  the  river,  who  threatened  a  raid  upon  the  stores 
which  were  being  hauled  overland  above  the  rapids,  but 
fortunately  for  them  they  did  not  muster  sufficient  cour- 
age to  make  the  attempt     Port  Arthur  was  reached  on 
June  21st,  and  the  next  fifty  miles  to  Lake  Sheban- 
dowan  sorely  tried  the  patience  and  endurance  of  the 
brave  commander  and  his  faithful  troops.     There  were 
hills  to  climb,  muskegs  to  cross,  and  rivers  to  span.    A 
bridge,    three    hundred    and    twenty    feet    long    and 
eighteen  feet  wide,  was  constructed  over  the  Kaminis- 
tiquia,    and    others    of    lesser    dimensions    over    the 
Mattawan  and  Oskondogee.       From  daylight   to  dark 
the    tired    soldiers,    unaccustomed    as    many    of    them 
were  to  manual  labor,  worked  like  navvies,  calling  forth 
from  their  commanding  officer  in  his  report  a  high  tri- 
bute to  their  efficiency.    Lake  ShebandoAvan  was  finally 
reached,  and  by  August  1st  all  were  under  way  again 
for  Fort  Frances,  where  a  company  of  the  Ontario  Rifles 
was  left  to  guard  a  reserve  supply  of  stores.    The  main 
body  moved  on  towards  Fort  Garry,  where  the  loyal  in- 
habitants, heedless  of  the  drenching  rain  and  ankle-deep 
mud,  turned  out  en  masse  to  welcome  the  arrival  of  the 
first  detachment  of  their  deliverers  on  August  24th,  just 
one  day  short  of  three  months  from  their  embarkation 
at  Toronto,  a  trip  that  can  now  be  made  on  schedule  time 
in  thirty-six  hours.    Among  the  officer.s  of  the  expedition 
were  two  promising  young  soldiers.  Captain  Buller  and 
Lieutenant  Butler,  who  afterwards  won  distinction  in  the 
wars  of  the  Empire  as  General  Sir  Redvers  Buller,  V.C, 
and  General  Sir  William  Butler,  K.C.B. 
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With  the  advent  of  the  Brigade  the  provisional  gov- 
ernment was  mysteriously  dissolved  and  the  recreant 
"President"  fled  across  the  river,  where  he  continued 
to  menace  the  settbment  until  induced  to  leave  the  coun- 
try. Canada  afterwards  had  good  cause  to  regret  that 
the  usurper  had  not  been  promptly  arrested  and  placed 
on  trial  for  the  murder  of  rfcott,  although  the  prevailing 
opinion  at  the  time  appears  to  have  been  in  favor  of 
allowing  him  to  escape  across  the  border,  a  fugitive  from 
justice.  His  removal  from  the  scene  and  the  presence  of 
so  imposing  a  force  of  militia  had  the  etfect  of  quieting 
the  disturbing  factions  and  restoring  peace,  and  upon 
the  arrival  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Archibald,  the  first  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor to  be  installed  as  such,  the  new  province 
embarked  at  once  upon  the  serious  business  of  setting  its 
house  in  order.  The  first  election  for  the  Legislative 
Assembly,  consisting  of  twenty-four  members,  was  held 
on  December  20th,  1870,  and  Mr.  Smith  was  returned  as 
member  for  Winnipeg.  A  few  weeks  later,  upon  the 
urgent  request  of  an  influential  deputation,  he  accepted 
the  nomination  for  the  division  of  Selkirk  at  the  parlia- 
mentary election  for  the  House  of  Commons,  and  after  a 
spirited  contest  was  returned  as  its  first  representative  at 
Ottawa.  There  was  also  a  second  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature known  as  the  Legislative  Council,  which  survived 
but  a  few  years,  as  it  was  felt  to  be  an  unnecessary 
adjunct. 

The  first  Cabinet  was  composed  of  the  Hon.  H.  J. 
Clark,  Attorney-General;  Hon.  Alfred  Boyd,  Minister 
of  Public  Works  and  Agriculture ;  Hon.  Max  A.  Geraid, 
Provincial  Treasurer;  Hon.  Thomas  Howard,  Pi-ovincial 
Secretary,  and  the  Hon.  James  Mackay,  President  of  the 
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Council.  The  Legislature  met  for  the  first  time  on 
March  15th,  1871.  The  office  of  Lieutenant-Governor 
was  no  sinecure,  for,  there  being  no  Premier,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Cabinet  were  responsible  to  him,  and  he  per- 
sonally revised  all  the  proposed  legislation.  The  Attor- 
ney-General was  leader  of  the  house,  but  as  a  matter  of 
fact  wielded  no  greater  power  than  any  other  member 
of  the  Cabinet.  Theirs  was  no  easy  task,  to  work  out  the 
details  of  governing  a  new  province  for  which  there  was 
no  exact  precedent  and  no  guide  but  the  slender  frame- 
work of  the  Dominion  Act.  They  applied  themselves  zeal- 
ously to  the  work  before  them  and,  following  in  many 
respects  the  laws  and  departmental  regulations  of  the 
Province  of  Ontario,  they  evolved  a  system  which  has 
stood  the  test  of  years,  and  to  their  credit  and  that  of 
succeeding  Legislatures,  has  been  the  subject  of  but  few 
amendments.  One  of  the  measures  passed  at  this  first 
session  was  "The  School  Act,"  which  was  seized  upon 
by  the  politicians  of  the  day,  and  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century  was  a  favorite  bone  of  contention,  imtil  happily 
disposed  of  by  the  Federal  Government.  It  seems  to  have 
caused  but  little  dissatisfaction  in  the  province  itself 
until  dragged  into  the  political  arena  by  those  from 
without. 

All  that  territory  formerly  controlled  or  claimed  by 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  lying  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  new  province  was  governed  by  an  Executive  Coun- 
cil, and  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  IVIanitoba  was  ex 
officio  Lieutenant-Governor  of  this  extensive  area.  The 
boundaries  of  ^Manitoba  were  subsequently  enlarged  to 
their  present  dimensions  and  a  separate  government  was 
given  to  the  North-West  Territory.     At  a  more  recent 
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date  the  infant  provinces  of  Alberta  and  Saskatchewan 
were  carved  out  of  this  fertile  district  and  admitted  to 
the  confederation  upon  the  same  footing  as  the  older 
provinces.  By  the  year  1873  the  citizens  of  the  new 
province  dwelling  at  The  Forks  began  to  feel  their  im- 
portance as  the  largest  community  in  the  "West  and  the 
distributing  centre  for  the  entire  province.  The  name 
Winnip^  is  derived  from  two  Indian  words,  "Win 
Nipiy,"  signifying  "muddy  water,"  and  was  first 
applied  to  the  lake  of  that  name  by  the  Salteaux  In- 
dians, who,  accustomed  to  the  clear  waters  of  Lake  Su- 
perior, thus  expressed  their  contempt  for  those  of  a 
darker  hue  in  the  prairie  lake.  Nothing  but  incorpora- 
tion as  a  city  wuld  satisfy  the  foremost  prairie  town. 
Accordingly  a  Bill  of  Incorporation  was  prepared  and 
introduced  into  the  Legislature,  but  through  the  influ- 
euee  of  some  of  the  largest  property-holders,  who  feared 
an  excessive  increase  in  their  tax  bills,  the  measure  was 
thrown  out  upon  some  trifling  technicality.  This  was 
followed  by  an  indignation  meeting  of  the  citizens  held 
in  the  open  air,  at  which  it  was  resolved  that  they  should 
go  in  a  body  to  the  Assembly  and  demand  the  reintro- 
duetion  and  ]:assing  of  the  bill.  At  the  appointed  time 
almost  the  entire  population  marched  to  the  Parliament 
Buildings  to  enforce  their  demands  and  were  addressed 
by  the  Honorable  Dr.  O'Donnell,  a  member  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council,  who  expressed  his  sympathy  with  their 
cause,  but  advised  them  to  repair  peaceably  to  their 
homes,  prepare  a  new  Act  diiiering  slightly  in  form,  if 
not  in  substance,  from  the  rejected  measure,  and  hand 
it  in  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  and  he  assured  them 
that  it  would  be  carefully  considered  by  that  body.    The 
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crowd  which  had  assembled  in  a  fitting  humor  to  carry 
out  their  threat  of  tearing  down  the  building  about  the 
ears  of  the  legislators,  were  pleased  with  the  attitude  of 
the  representative  of  the  upper  chamber  and  acted  upon 
hia  advice.  The  new  Act  was  prepared,  pa.ssed  by  the 
Council,  and  sent  forward  to  the  Assembly,  when  it  be- 
came law.  The  draftsman  of  the  bill,  who  was  also  one 
of  its  most  earnest  sxipporters,  was  honored  by  being 
elected  the  first  mayor  of  the  new  city. 

The  rapid  rtrides  that  have  been  made  in  converting 
the  buffalo  pastures  into  wheat  fields  during  the  pa£t 
forty  years,  the  building  of  the  transcontinental  rail- 
way.s,  with  their  network  of  branch  linos,  the  tide  of 
immigration  that  has  been  steadily  flowing  into  this  vast 
domain,  and  the  populous  towns  and  cities  that  have 
sprung  up  in  every  part  of  the  Xorth-West  are  not  un- 
known to  the  reader.  This  phenomenal  growih  continues 
to-day.  Every  ship  that  reaches  our  shores  and  every 
train  that  crosses  our  western  border  brings  its  quota  of 
home-seekers  bound  for  the  prairie  provinces.  Who  is 
bold  enough  to  prophesy  what  forty  years  hence  will 
witness? 
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